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This book is dedicated to two men I love, that I have served with, and 

who have taught me much. 

 

First to Wayne Barber. How I wish Wayne could read this and know 

what an impact his faithful ministry and friendship had in my life. He is 

Paul. I am Timothy. I miss him. But I will see you again soon my faithful 

friend. 

 

Then to Jim Hensley. Jim is a friend found later in life who handles the 

word of God as faithfully and clearly as I have ever seen and heard. That 

is why I asked him to review and edit my manuscript. Twice. Jim, you 

are a true friend and I thank you! 

 

I would be remiss not to mention a multitude of others in my family 

and in churches I have served that have encouraged me during the time I 

have taught Revelation, and throughout my life and ministry. You know 

who you are. I wish I could add all of you names here. 

  



Preface 

 

Throughout history, the Book of Revelation has proven to be difficult and often 

misinterpreted. Thankfully I have it all figured out! (Just kidding ) But seriously, it 

is not as complicated as some have made it and as most of us think it is . Still, please 

don’t believe the movies and best-selling books!  

I have titled this book, “Revelation by the Book.” You will not find any theological 

and biblical ‘gymnastics’ that twist and contort scripture to prove pre-conceived 

conclusions or defend particular end-time frameworks. The Book of Revelation 

actually makes sense when you read it in the Spirit and let it say what it actually 

says. It makes sense when you align what it says with what Jesus taught His 

disciples. It makes sense when you align what it says with other prominent texts of 

scripture including Isaiah, Daniel, Zechariah, and Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians. 

And usually it just makes sense if we use our good common sense as we read. You 

will also find that I am very happy to let some things lie in the ‘tar pit’ of mystery. 

Otherwise, if you jump in to try to ‘rescue’ some of the mysteries of God to bring 

them out onto the solid ground of certainty, you will never get out.  

Above all, do not read the Book of Revelation to learn Bible prophecy. Read it 

because, as it says in chapters 1 and 22, you will be blessed by reading it. You will 

learn as you read of course, but you will be blessed by what this book says to the 

saints. 

I pray it is a clear to you as it has become to me. That is the reason I decided to 

publish this book and make it free to all who want it. This is the end product of 

many hours of study, teaching, defending positions, and answering questions. 

May you be blessed by reading this book, but know that the greatest blessing is 

reading and hearing and keeping (in heart and life) what is written in the Book of 

Revelation. (Rev 1:3) 

 

This book is absolutely free to download. But if you would like to make a 

donation, please feel free to donate whatever amount you would like at 

revelationbythebook.com . 

  

https://revelationbythebook.com/


INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

 

The Book of Revelation fascinates just about everyone!  Think about how many 

movies have been made and books have been written about what is in this book.  

And it’s not just Christian books and movies.  Plenty of Hollywood movies have 

used parts of the Book of Revelation.  

It begins fairly benignly as we see the glorified Son of God walking among 

lampstands, which symbolize His Church.  And among these lampstands He 

dictates messages to seven churches in Asia Minor urging these churches to endure 

faithfully and victoriously.  But why did they need this message?  They needed it in 

light of what was to come.   

What follows is what Hollywood and really, all of us, get caught up in. At this 

point in the Book of Revelation the scene turns to heaven where we see a glorious 

view of a throne on a sea of crystal.  On that throne is a Person who is being 

attended and worshipped by creatures that no one in his right mind could ever 

imagine.  Of course, elsewhere in Scripture, we are told that these creatures are 

cherubim who always attend the presence of God.  These are accompanied by other 

beings around the throne who are praising the One who sits on the throne. Their 

voices ring out, “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God Almighty.”  This is one of very 

few visions of the throne of God that has been given to men.  

After the heavenly beings praise the One on the throne, we see a scroll in His right 

hand.  That brings about a disturbance in heaven because no was found worthy to 

open the scroll.  Even John begins to weep.  But then there appears one like a Lamb 

who approaches the throne and takes the scroll from the One who is on the throne. 

The scroll is sealed with seven seals and ONLY the Lamb is able unseal the scroll 

and reveal its contents.  So the Lamb opens the seals one by one.  As He opens the 

scroll, the most incredible things occur.   

First, there is war, famine and pestilence.  Then the persecuted people of the Lamb 

are seen crying out for God’s vengeance on the world that has persecuted and killed 

them. And then, at the right time, the Son of God (the Lamb) appears again.  When 

He appears, the people of earth are so terrified that they try to hide in caves. They 



cry for the rocks to fall on them to hide them from His wrath.  (This sort of blows up 

the Jesus meek and mild idea, doesn’t it?)  Then, there is a scene in heaven where the 

throne of God is surrounded by saints that can’t be numbered.  I think you can 

imagine how they (we) got there.  

With the multitude of saints gathered around the throne, judgments begin to fall 

on the earth.  These judgments are each marked by the blast of a trumpet.  Every 

blast signals a new judgment that is sent from the One who sits on the throne.  With 

each trumpet blast, we see things we have never seen before. An object the size of a 

mountain falls into the sea destroying sea-life and ships.  Burning hail falls from the 

sky and poisons rivers and lakes.  Creatures come out of a pit and torment people on 

earth.  These torments are so bad that, even though men desire to die, they can’t.  

Then death does come when another trumpet blows and a great army marches 

across the earth and kills 1/3 of the people on the earth.   

At this point, the backstory develops.  A dragon is introduced. He is revealed to 

be an angel who incited a rebellion against God and led one-third of the angels to 

join him. This dragon sought to destroy the people of God and ultimately to kill the 

incarnate Son of God when He came into the world. Then we are introduced to the 

agent of the dragon. A beast arises from the sea, ultimately to make himself God.  He 

defiles God’s temple with an abominable act, and then he increases his efforts to 

pursue God’s people to destroy them.  In the meantime, God has sent two men as the 

last messengers to the earth. They proclaim the Word of God to the beast and to the 

world who are defying God and persecuting the saints.   The world hates them and 

their message, and thus tries to silence them. Finally, when the beast is successful in 

killing them, God takes them and the saints to heaven.   

With the backstory revealed, the book moves along to seven more judgments.  

This time they are poured out from bowls, which are even worse than the previous 

judgments.  There is utter darkness; water becomes blood; people are scorched with 

fire; men are crushed with huge hailstones.  Then the armies of the earth are drawn 

to a place where they oppose the Son of God.  But the Son of God comes riding a 

white horse from heaven and slaughters all of them.  And they are left to the 

scavengers of the earth who fill their bellies with the fallen bodies of this army.   



After this, the victorious Son of God binds His enemy and ours, Satan.  Then 

Jesus, the Messiah and Son of God, takes His throne to rule the earth for a thousand 

years with his saints.  After 1,000 years Satan and the mortal world join the final act 

of his rebellion and all finally face their judgment by being thrown into a lake of  fire 

forever!   

Then a new world is revealed - one where there is no more sorrow, sickness, tears 

or death.  In this new world, the saints will live with God happily ever after.   

THE END!   

We all have to admit that the Book of Revelation is fascinating.  But it’s also mind-

numbing.  I can’t tell you how many times I have read this book.  I have taught it 

three times and every time I teach it, something changes for me regarding the 

meaning of some passages.  However, I don’t believe it is a difficult book .   People 

say it is, but I really think it is reasonably easy to understand as long as we take it for 

what it actually says. That is, as long as we don't try to force interpretations where 

they don’t belong, it can stand as it reads.  For example, I have already mentioned 

the appearance of locusts that come out of a pit and sting men.  I can’t tell you who 

or what they are but I have an idea that I will present in chapter 9.  I can tell you for 

sure that something comes upon the earth that torments men to the point they want 

to die.  Of course there is obvious figurative language that is more difficult to 

interpret, but not as much as some say. And even if we can’t interpret all of the 

figurative language with full certainty, we CAN understand these things: what the 

book is about, how it progresses, and how it concludes.   

As we study the Book of Revelation, let’s not miss this truth: This book is for the 

Church!  It is meant to encourage us.  First, it reminds us that God is sovereign.  It 

reminds us that He, not chance, will bring everything to the end in the way He has 

ordained.  The Book of Revelation encourages us to stand firm through whatever we 

may experience.  Above all, it encourages us to endure to the end.  In fact, we see a 

phrase like this twice in chapters 13 and 14: “Here is a call for the endurance of the 

saints.”  We are also told that all things are ordained by God; that the Son of God is 

victorious over evil; and that believers must stand firm and to endure to the end.  

That is, when all of what is revealed in the Book of Revelation comes about, we must 

not fall!  We must stand firm in Christ! 



If you asked most people what the Book of Revelation is about, they would say 

something like, “It’s about the end of time.”  However, the correct depiction of the 

big picture concerning this book is found in the word ‘consummation’, which means 

completion or fulfillment.  The Book of Revelation tells us of the consummation of 

everything.  The Book of Revelation tells us this world will come to its end.  But that 

is not the end of EVERYTHING because Revelation 21:1 says, “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and the sea was no more.”  So the Book of Revelation is not about the end.  Rather, it 

is about how God, in His good providence, brings everything to the completion or 

consummation he has ordained.  It is God showing us the fulfillment of what He has 

ordained from eternity and has been working out through human history.   

By our understanding the Book of Revelation, there will be no surprises for God’s 

people during this time of consummation!  Revelation 1:1 says John wrote about 

things which MUST take place.  But why did he say that they must take place?   

Because God has ordained it!  Things do not occur in this world by chance.  They 

come about by God’s providence!  He will bring everything to its fulfillment!   

First, there is the fulfillment of what God has purposed for His people.   Both 

Revelation 13 and 17 make this amazing assertion: Before the foundation of the 

world was laid, God knew His people and claimed each one of them by name.  It 

tells us this truth twice.  It tells us that God wrote the names of His people in the 

Book of Life before the foundation of the world.  So what we see in the Bible is God 

working throughout history to bring about the salvation of His people.  While the 

world-at-large lives in rebellion against God, He has been calling and saving His 

people out of this world.  One of the most wonderful themes in scripture is this: No 

matter how bad things looked, there was always a remnant of God’s people.  Indeed, 

God has always had a people; there was never a time when He didn’t!   

The Scripture tells us that God has Abel and Seth, the third son of Adam and Eve.  

God had Enoch and used him to speak His word.  During the corrupt days that 

preceded the flood, God had Noah and his family - and He saved them through the 

flood.  Following the Tower of Babel, when humanism and idolatry reigned, God 

called a man named Abram and promised that he would be the father of a great 

nation of faithful people.  Then through Abram, God chose Isaac and his son, Jacob.  



Somewhere, during this time, a man named Job was also one of God’s people.  Then 

there was Moses, Joshua, David, Josiah, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther.  This brief 

survey shows that God has always had a people.  Yes, even in the darkest days, God 

had His people!  Remember when the prophet Elijah thought he was the only 

faithful one left in Israel? God told him. “I have reserved for myself 7,000 that have 

not bowed the knee to Baal.”   

Furthermore, concerning God’s people, His remnant, they were always saved by 

grace through faith.  The saints of the Old Testament heard the prophecies of Christ 

and how God would save them through the Messiah.  They believed what God 

promised and were saved.  We also have heard this same gospel, only from the other 

side of history, and we have believed that Jesus came, lived, died, rose and has 

ascended and now intercedes – all for us who are His people.  This means WE are a 

part of the remnant following the Son of God and His Word!  And we are waiting for 

Him to come again to finish what He ordained before the world began.  This is our 

hope and comfort!   

Suppose a novel corona virus were to fulfil the judgment of the 4th seal that is 

found in the Book of Revelation?  What if something so bleak fell on the world that 

men despaired of their lives?  Would we despair?  No, because we are looking and 

hoping for the promise of God to be fulfilled!   Revelation 21:1-4 tells of its 

fulfillment.  It says, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven 

and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy 

city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 

adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, 

the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every 

tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, 

nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.””  

This passage speaks of the full restoration of the fellowship between God and 

man, which is what His people have always looked and hoped for. Recall that Adam 

and Eve were created to walk in full fellowship with God, i.e., to experience His 

presence.  But because of sin, they were removed from God’s presence and thus their 

fellowship with Him was broken.  But, as we have seen, all of scripture shows us 



that God is working to restore what was lost.  And the Book of Revelation shows us 

that God will complete this restoration!  It shows us that God’s people will be with 

Him in His New Heaven and New Earth.  It tells us that we are His bride, the New 

Jerusalem, the city of God, the city we long for and long to be.  Hebrews 13:14 says 

this concerning our expectation: “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the 

city that is to come.” Indeed, we are that city! 

This is the city that all of God’s people of all time have been looking  and longing 

for by faith.  Note that Hebrews 11:8 – 10 tells us of Abraham’s expectation.  It says, 

“By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By 

faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 

Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to 

the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.” This city belongs 

to God, but it is also our city because our names are written in the Book of Life.  It is 

ours also because Christ is coming to fulfill His promise to His people. Indeed, the 

Book of Revelation shows us the consummation of God’s saving work for His 

people! 

Now, there is another side of the Book of Revelation we need to see.  It not only 

tells us of the consummation of the blessedness of His remnant, it also shows us the 

fulfillment of God’s wrath against the wicked.  In fact, while we are eagerly waiting 

for Christ to fulfill His promise, the world is working against Him.  We are looking 

for His coming with hope, but it will gladly follow another we call the antichrist.  

Revelation 13:5 – 8 tells us of this one who opposes God.  It says, “And the beast was 

given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to 

exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 

against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 

heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 

authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, and all 

who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written 

before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.”    

Isn’t this amazing?  How blind can people be?  Yet, the scripture is clear regarding 

God’s judgment.  This man of sin will arise and all of the world will be amazed and 



will worship and follow him.  But should we really be surprised about this?  Look 

around and you will see that the world is already ANTI-Christ as the apostle John 

said!   We must not be surprised that the people of the world are going to follow a 

leader who will lead them further down the path they have already chosen for 

themselves!   

We have already seen what will happen to believers, but what happens to those 

who worship the beast?  Most of the Old Testament prophets spoke of the day of 

God’s judgement against the wicked.  Isaiah, one of these prophets, summarized this 

judgment perfectly in Isaiah 13:6 – 13.  This passage says, “Wail, for the day of the 

LORD is near; as destruction from the Almighty it will come! Therefore all hands 

will be feeble, and every human heart will melt. They will be dismayed: pangs and 

agony will seize them; they will be in anguish like a woman in labor. They will look 

aghast at one another; their faces will be aflame. Behold, the day of the LORD comes, 

cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its 

sinners from it. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give 

their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. I 

will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end 

to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. I will 

make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. 

Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its 

place, at the wrath of the LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.”  This 

terrifying passage describes the Day of the Lord, and it fits the descriptions found in 

Revelation chapters 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 19.   

What we have just read is not the end because, after the Day of the Lord 

judgments fall on the earth, there will be the last act which is the final judgment of 

the enemies of God.  This judgement is found in Revelation 20:11 – 15, which says, 

“Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence 

earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. And I saw the dead, 

great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another 

book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 

written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead 

who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were 



judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. Then Death and Hades 

were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if 

anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake 

of fire.”  

Here is what the Book of Revelation all about: God will possess a people for 

Himself. He will destroy His enemies who follow and live in the spirit of antichrist .  

He will dwell with His people in an eternal paradise. He will cast His enemies into 

eternal torment.  The Book of Revelation shows us both the consummation of both 

salvation for God’s people and wrath for His enemies.  It reveals the big picture and 

why it matters to everybody who lives or who has ever lived.   

Finally, to complete this introduction, let’s consider various interpretive 

perspectives regarding the Book of Revelation.  Here are the 5 primary views 

concerning how the Book of Revelation and the prophetic scriptures are interpreted 

today:   

First is the Preterist View: The word preterist means that which is past or that 

which has come before.  Therefore, interpreters who are Preterists believe that much 

or all of the prophetic calendar has already been fulfilled in the past. Partial 

Preterists believe some of much has already been fulfilled. Full Preterists believe that 

everything we read prophetically has already been fulfilled - literally everything!  

They say all was fulfilled by the time of the destruction of Jerusalem (AD 70).  

However, the interpretation of Full Preterists is unbelievable because the supposedly 

complete fulfillment they propose includes the resurrection of the dead, the Second 

Coming of Jesus and the Final Judgment.   They even say we are living the New 

Heaven and New Earth now.  My question to the Full Preterist is, “How’s that 

working out for you?”   

How can Full Preterists possibly hold to their view?  They argue that, because 

Jesus told His disciples that some of them will not taste death until they see Him 

coming in His Kingdom, then the Second Coming had to have occurred in the first 

century before all of the apostles died.  So according to them, we are now living in a 

spiritually realized New Heaven and New Earth. (I hope this isn’t it!)  

The preterist idea is fully debunked because we know for sure that the Book of 

Revelation was written after 70 AD. We know this because of the testimony of the 



Church Fathers (church leaders writing in the early 2nd and 3rd centuries). Consider 

the following.  

Irenaeus was a student of Polycarp who was a disciple of the apostle John, the 

writer of the Book of Revelation.  Irenaeus said, “The apocalyptic vision (Revelation) 

was seen not very long ago, almost in our own generation, at the close of the reign of 

Domitian” (found in Against Heresies, page 30).    

Clement of Alexandria (A.D. 155 - 215) said that John returned from the Isle of 

Patmos after the tyrant was dead.  Who is that tyrant? Eusebius, known as the Father 

of Church History, identified the tyrant as the Emperor Domitian (found in 

Ecclesiastical History III, page 23).  Even Moses Stuart, one of America’s most 

prominent Preterists, admitted that the “tyrant here meant is probably Domitian.”  

Domitian reigned in Rome from 81 to 96 AD.   

Victorinus (late third century), the author of the earliest commentary on the Book 

of Revelation, said this: “When John said these things, he was in the island of 

Patmos, condemned to the mines by Caesar Domitian. There he saw the Apocalypse; 

and when at length grown old, he thought that he should receive his release by 

suffering; but Domitian being killed, he was liberated” (Commentary on Revelation 

10:11).   

Finally, Jerome (A.D. 340-420) said: “In the fourteenth year after Nero, Domitian 

having raised up a second persecution, John was banished to the island of Patmos 

and wrote the Apocalypse (found in Lives of Illustrious Men, page 9).  We could 

mention more regarding the time of the writing of the Book of Revelation, but we 

will leave it there.   

Of all the views on the Book of Revelation, the Full Preterist view is the only one I 

would consider heresy. It is just wrong! It steals hope from the church!  If this is the 

correct view, where is our blessed hope in the midst of the world’s corruption?  To 

those who teach this view, my concern is essentially the same as Paul's to the 

Thessalonians where he wrote, “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be 

quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 

seeming to be from us, to the effect that the Day of the Lord has come.” (2 



Thessalonians 2:1 – 2) How sad it is if there is nothing to hope for beyond this 

present life!   

Second is the Post-Millennial view, which holds that Jesus Christ is establishing 

His kingdom on earth as the church preaches the gospel and sinners are converted 

(brought into that spiritual kingdom).  This means that the world is progressively 

being converted to Christ, and eventually the vast majority of people living will be 

saved. The gospel will become more and more fruitful until we come to a time when 

faith, righteousness, peace, and prosperity will prevail in the affairs of men and of 

nations.  Then, when that time is well established, Jesus Christ will return to raise 

the saints and judge the wicked and bring in the New Heaven and New Earth.  

The Post-Millennial view is not considered heretical.  It’s actually very hopeful, 

but the problem is, it’s untenable, which is why almost no one today holds this view.  

How could anyone have this view when they observe the course of this present 

world compared to the historical world and the promises of Postmillennialism? How 

is it working out?  Instead of coming to Christ and His Kingdom, the whole world is 

actually going the opposite direction just as Paul told us 2 Timothy 3:1 – 5.  He 

wrote, “But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 

For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, 

disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unappeasable, 

slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, 

swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having the 

appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.”   Many people 

held the postmillennial view in the 1900’s, but because of what we see in this present 

age, almost no one holds it today.   

Third is the Amillennial view, which says that there is no physical kingdom of the 

Messiah on this present earth. The kingdom of Christ is spiritual and we who are 

believers comprise that kingdom.  I don’t subscribe to this view but probably most of 

my closest pastoral friends do.  And it may surprise you to know that half of 

Christianity today holds this view.   

What do Amillennialists believe? They believe Jesus is coming again. Good! Most 

also say there will be a rapture and final judgment followed by a New Heaven and 

New Earth. Good!   However, they say there will NOT be a physical 1,000-year 



kingdom of peace on this earth ruled over by Jesus the Messiah. Not good!  One of 

the main reasons they hold this view is that the Bible teaches there are two ages - 

this age and the age to come.  They say that, with only two ages, there is no room for 

a third age, a literal Millennial kingdom.  But the two ages taught in scripture are the 

age of this current heaven and earth, and age of the heaven and earth to come.  In 

my opinion, the reign of Jesus fits just fine into the age of THIS heaven and earth 

since He is coming to establish His reign upon this earth in this age.  

One reason I reject Amillenialism is that Amillennialists’ symbolic and figurative 

interpretations of the Book of Revelation are all over the map.  There is so much 

interpretive disunity.  For example, Isaiah 2:1 – 4 says, “The word that Isaiah the son 

of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. It shall come to pass in the latter days 

that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 

and many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 

LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we 

may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD 

from Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for 

many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears 

into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they 

learn war anymore.”   

How should one interpret this passage?   Some Amillennialists say that this refers 

to this current age (our age) when people come to faith in Christ. But in a literal 

reading this clearly describes a time when God’s Anointed, Messiah, reigns upon the 

earth. 

There’s more. You may have some idea about the mark of the beast.  

Amillennialists have ideas too. Some say that the mark of the beast refers to the 

idolatrous practices of men. Some say that it refers to the branding of slaves in first 

century Rome. (This view is incorrect of course, because in the Book of Revelation, 

the mark of the beast is taken willingly, not by force.) And there are numerous other 

ideas about that also. 

What about the binding of Satan when Christ reigns in his kingdom in Revelation 

20?  Amillennialists say that this binding occurred at the cross.  But how does that 



interpretation fit with Peter’s warning that our adversary, the devil, roams about 

seeking whom he may devour?  Or Paul’s teaching that the god of this age has 

blinded the minds of those who do not believe?  If Satan has was bound, somehow 

he got loose . 

Amillennialism is full of such interpretations.  It really is an “interpretive free-for-

all.”  Regarding that, we could and should ask, “How are those interpretations 

controlled?  Is there a standard, or does anything go?”  But the main reason I object 

to Amillennialism is, what does scripture plainly say and how is it normally 

interpreted? Let me illustrate…  

Suppose you had NEVER heard a teacher of theologian teach on the Book of 

Revelation or other prophetic texts.  You just sat down with your Bible and read it 

depending on the Spirit to lead and teach you.  What would you conclude about the 

1,000 year reign of Christ?  Is it literal or figurative? For example, if you sat and read 

Luke 1:32-33, how would you interpret it? Speaking of Jesus it says, “He will be 

great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him 

the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Isn’t that clear?  Isn’t it like the dozens of 

others passages that speak of the same thing? The normal conclusion is that Christ is 

coming to sit on the throne of David and reign on the earth!  

Lacking the ‘knowledge’ of scholars, we would interpret the kingdom of Christ as 

literally as possible instead of pushing everything into the realm of symbolism and 

figurative language.   So my main objection to Amillennialism is that it requires the 

imagination of men to make it work. 

The fourth is the Dispensational Premillennial view, which is the view of the “Left 

Behind” series, the Scofield Bible and Hal Lindsay, etc.  It divides Israel and the 

Church.  It also divides history into ages.  For example, according to this view, we 

are currently in the Church Age, which will end with the rapture of the Church.  

And it says this age will be followed by a time called the Great Tribulation when 

God turns His attention to the Nation of Israel in order to bring them into the 

Kingdom of Christ.  Those who belong to physical Israel will go through the Great 

Tribulation after the church is removed by the rapture, etc.  



It is important to note that Dispensationalism was not known in church history 

until the early 1800’s when a Brethren minister, named Darby, introduced it.  At 

least Amillennialism has some historical precedent given that it seems to have begun 

with Augustine and others in the 4th and 5th century.  But Dispensationalism has no 

such historical precedent. That doesn’t mean that those who have promoted it aren’t 

good men.  Theologian George Ladd, who was NOT a dispensationalist, recognized 

the contribution of the men who have taught it.  He wrote: “It is doubtful if there has 

been any other circle of men [dispensationalists] who have done more by their 

influence in preaching, teaching and writing to promote a love for Bible study,  a 

hunger for the deeper Christian life, a passion for evangelism and zeal for missions 

in the history of American Christianity.”  I agree with Ladd.  But like him I also 

strongly disagree with Dispensationalism. 

Furthermore, one big problem with Dispensationalism is the same as my primary 

concern with Amillennialism. Dispensationalism cannot be derived from a normal 

reading of the Bible.  The contortions required to arrive at this view are mind-

numbing.  Where in Scripture is the secret rapture?  Why is it  secret?  How can 

people be saved during the Tribulation when Jesus said this time would be like the 

days when God sealed Noah and his family in the ark? (Were they pulling a raft that 

people could hop on?)  The fact is, no one can arrive at Dispensationalism by 

himself.  He would have to have a teacher or a book to guide him to understand and 

adopt this view.   

So I am saying, if one just reads the Bible in the Spirit, he could not possibly come 

up with the views of the Preterists, the Postmillennialist, the Amillennialists or 

Dispensationalist.  

But there is a fifth interpretive view called the Historic Premillennial view.  When 

one reads and believes the Bible, he will arrive at the position of Historic 

Premillennialism.   The things that CAN be taken literally, he takes literally, even if 

he doesn’t fully understand them.  The things that are OBVIOUSLY symbols and 

figurative, he accepts and realizes that God has not fully revealed everything.   

Here is what most compels me to hold the Historic Premillennial position. The 

early Church Fathers who lived before the time of Augustine wrote about the end 

times. These were men I mentioned before such as Clement of Rome, Ignatius, 



Papias, Polycarp, Irenaeus, Tertullian, Justin Martyr, the writer of the epistle of  

Barnabas (2nd century), Hippolytus, Cyprian, Nebos, Methodius (3rd century).  

These all held to what we today call Historic Premillennialism.  Here is my 

argument:  To elevate something above what was held by faithful Church leaders 

since the first century is unreasonable. To elevate Amillennialism that had no 

standing in the church until the 4th and 5th century; or to elevate Dispensationalism 

which didn’t come about until the 19th century, is not reasonable. Remember, some 

of these leaders actually knew or were taught by men who knew John, the apostle 

who wrote the Book of Revelation! 

In conclusion, what does the Bible teach us about the consummation?  It teaches 

that during the time of great trouble, there will be a man of sin who will arise to 

persecute Israel and the church.  But God will deliver His Church through that 

tribulation with a rapture.  God will bring terrible judgments upon the earth until 

Jesus returns to fulfill the promise that He made to King David.  This promise was 

that God’s King, Jesus the Messiah, WILL sit on the throne in Jerusalem.  He will 

reign over the earth and His saints will reign with him.  After His earthly reign, 

there will be a time of rebellion against Him.  Then God’s final judgment will fall on 

the earth.  After the enemies of God are judged, a New Heaven and New Earth will 

be ushered in for all eternity! 

  



Revelation Chapter 1 - Who, What, Why, When, Where and How 

 

Whenever we read or study a book of the Bible, we should always look for 5 W’s 

and 1 H.  They are as follows: who, what, when, where, why, and how.  Who wrote 

it? Who was it for?  What is the theme? What is the writer talking about?  When was 

this written? When is it talking about?  Where was it written? Where were the 

recipients? Where did the things mentioned occur? Why was it written?  Why was it 

necessary for it to be written?  How was it written? How should those who read it be 

affected?  How should they respond?  As we work through the text of the Book of 

Revelation, we will be looking for answers to these questions.   

There are a lot of obvious answers to these questions in the first chapter.  We get 

an answer to ‘what’ in verse 1. Verse 1 begins with the words, “The revelation of 

Jesus Christ.” The word revelation is the Greek word ‘apocalypsis’.  Most  people 

think that this word means death, destruction, judgment, and calamity, i.e., things 

pertaining to the end of the world. However, the Greek word ‘apocalypsis’ just 

means to uncover or unveil something.  It is like going to a museum where a statue 

is being shown to the public for the first time.  You walk in and see this large figure 

covered by a sheet.  Then, at the right time, someone steps up and pulls off the sheet 

to reveal the statue.  That illustrates the meaning of ‘apocalypsis,’ which speaks of 

something or someone who has not been previously seen and known but has now 

been revealed.   This is essentially what the Book of Revelation is all about.  It was 

written to uncover and reveal things previously unknown.  

Let’s note another ‘what’ as well as a ‘who’.  There is some debate about what the 

phrase “of Jesus Christ” refers to.  It can either mean ‘pertaining to’ Jesus Christ or 

‘presented by’ Jesus Christ. That is, Jesus Christ is the one being revealed or He is 

the one who is giving the contents of this revelation.  When you read this book it 

becomes clear that, in this case, it means both things.  First, it pertains to Christ 

because it reveals His glory and appearing.   This is what makes this book so 

important.  Think of how the world, even many in the church, picture Jesus.  The 

world sees Him as a good man, a great teacher, or maybe God’s prophet.  However, 

it does not see Him as God, whose word is absolute truth and life.  Even in the 



church, there are those who see Him as a Savior with love and kindness and mercy.  

Yet, they do not see Him as the one who will also be the judge of all men. 

Who is this Jesus revealed in the Book of Revelation? In verses 12 – 18 of the first 

chapter, we read this about Him: “Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking 

to me, and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, and in the midst of the 

lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash 

around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His 

eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a 

furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held 

seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like 

the sun shining in full strength. When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But 

he laid his right hand on me, saying, ‘Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the 

living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death 

and Hades.’” 

These verses describe Jesus by using symbols that can be taken to speak of His 

glories, His royalty, His deity, His discernment, His judgment, His wrath and His 

authority (more on this later). It has struck me that the writer, John, had spent three 

years of his life with the Jesus that is portrayed in paintings, movies and the four 

Gospels.  He even had an encounter with Christ in His glory during the 

transfiguration. But he had never seen Him as He is described in the above verses.   

We know this because verse 17 says that John was so overcome with this vision of 

Jesus that he fell at his feet as dead. 

The Book of Revelation focuses on the glory of Jesus Christ!  We see this 

throughout the book.  It comes to a climax in Revelation 19:11 – 16, which says, 

“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a 

flame of fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that  no 

one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by 

which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine 

linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a 

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod 



of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On 

his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.”  

These verses describe Christ in His glory.  He is not the meek man who allowed 

Himself to the crucified by His enemies!  (They will not crucify Him again!)  This 

time, He will strike them down by the sword of His mouth.  He will crush them like 

grapes in a winepress and their blood will soak His robe.  This is no longer the 

gentle man who held children on His lap and touched the sick and healed them.  

When He comes to earth again, He will no doubt show mercy, but it says He rule His 

kingdom with a rod of iron.  This is no longer a Savior who coming to forgive 

sinners. When He appears the second time, after he gathers His people, He will 

unleash judgment, war, wrath, and vengeance against His enemies.  Who thinks of 

Jesus like this today?  The world doesn’t and most within the church probably don’t 

either. But this is how He is revealed to us in the Book of Revelation - until His 

enemies are put under his feet. So this book is a revelation ‘pertaining to’ Christ.  

As we have said, this is also a revelation ‘given by’ Christ. Look at verse 1 again, 

and note that it says: “which God gave him (Christ) to show to his servants the 

things that must soon take place.”   The ‘who’s’ in this verse are God, Christ and His 

servants (‘doulos’ in Greek, which means bondservants of Christ). This verse is 

telling us that God, the Father, sent His revelation to us, His servants, through His 

Son Jesus Christ.  The Son of God gave it to show the servants of God what is 

coming.   

Then we see an answer to the ‘what.’  The text says that this is the revelation of 

the things that must soon take place. So let’s focus on that for a bit. First, note the 

word ‘must.’  It indicates that prophetic scripture is not the disclosure of things that 

God foresees but doesn’t control.  Rather, it is God’s disclosure of the things that He 

has ordained to come to pass!  So the word must here means MUST.  That is, 

everything written in the Book of Revelation will occur just like it says and when it 

says.  We may not be able to decipher all of the ‘what’ and the ‘when” and the ‘who’ 

because some things are too mysterious for us.  But everything God reveals in the 

Book of Revelation WILL happen because God has ordained it.   

Now note the word ‘soon.’  It translates the Greek word ‘tachos’ from which the 

word tachometer comes.  It means swiftly or quickly.  It can mean soon in terms of 



time.  It can also mean ‘with speed.’  And as you might guess, it has been interpreted 

both ways here.  Some interpreters say that ‘soon’ refers to the speed with which the 

events will take place.  I can see that interpretation because many, myself included, 

believe chapters 6 through 19 cover a period of 7 years; 6:19-19:21 covers about 3 ½ 

years; and the judgments, which take place one after the other, occur in just a matter 

of months.  This interpretation sees the Greek word ‘tachos’ or soon a meaning that 

the events of the Book of Revelation will occur swiftly.  

The word ‘soon’ can also mean soon in terms of time.  In our last study, we noted 

that Preterists say everything or many things revealed in the Book of Revelation was 

fulfilled by 70 AD. They all agree that the Book of Revelation was written before the 

destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD.  As I noted in the Introduction, those who use the 

word ‘tachos’ (soon) to support their view that the Book of Revelation was written 

prior to 70 AD have denied irrefutable evidence against that interpretation.  

The question then is: What does Jesus mean by ‘soon’ or ‘with speed?’  After all, it 

has been over 1,900 years since John wrote this this book.  To answer this question 

let’s ask, “Whose time are we on - ours or Gods?”  In 2 Peter 3, Peter told the 

churches to remember what they had heard from the prophets of the OT and the 

apostles of Christ concerning the coming of the Day of the Lord.  He warned them 

that there would be scoffers (skeptics/cynics) who would look at the delay of God’s 

judgment as proof that it wasn’t coming at all.  Then he said in verse 7 of chapter 3: 

“The heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day 

of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.”   

When will this judgment occur?  Soon!  Peter continues in verses 8 – 10 saying, 

“But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a 

thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his 

promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 

should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 

bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done 

on it will be exposed.”  Did you notice Peter said that the Lord is not slow to fulfill 

his promise as some count slowness?  We may count thousands of years as slowness, 



but God doesn’t!  His timing is based on an eternal clock (so to speak) and thus a 

thousand years to God is like one day to us.   

Here is an interesting side-note regarding God’s clock:  There is a letter from the 

first or second century called the Epistle of Barnabas.  Some of the early Church 

Fathers say that this letter was actually written by THE Barnabas that accompanied 

Paul on his first missionary journey.  In fact, several of them thought that it should 

have been included in the Bible.  We know for a fact that it was written between 70 

and 130 AD.  In that letter, Barnabas (or someone named Barnabas) gave his 

understanding of what it means that, with God, one day is as a thousand years.  He 

wrote: “And God made in six days the works of his hands; and he finished them on 

the seventh day, and he rested the seventh day, and sanctified it.  Consider, my 

children, what that signifies, He finished them in six days. The meaning of it is this: 

that in six thousand years the Lord God will bring all things to an end. For with him 

one day is a thousand years; as himself testifieth, saying, Behold this day shall be as 

a thousand years.   Therefore, children, in six days, that is, in six thousand years, 

shall all things be accomplished. And what is that he says, And he rested the seventh 

day: he means this: that when his Son shall come, and abolish the season of the 

wicked one, and judge the ungodly, and shall change the sun and the moon, and the 

stars, then he shall gloriously rest in that seventh day.”  Think about what these 

words could mean.  We are somewhere around 6,000 years (or 6 days) since the 

creation.  According to this epistle, the 7th day or 7,000th year comes about with the 

Day of the Lord.  This means that ‘soon’ may actually be VERY SOON!   

The main point is that, when God gave His revelation to John to show the things 

that must soon take place, He was on HIS clock, not ours.  So the revelation of Jesus 

Christ shows us who He is in His glory; it also shows us what will soon take place.  

The end of verse 1 and verse 2 tell us more. It says, “He made it known by 

sending his angel to his servant John who bore witness to the word of God and to 

the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw.”  The apostle John is another of 

the ‘who’s.’  He is the one who received this from Christ and has born witness to 

what he heard and saw in this book. So let me share some things about John at the 

time this revelation was written.  He lived to be about 100 years old and tradition 

says he was the only apostle who died a natural death.  This is interesting because of 



a conversation Jesus had with Peter in John 21.  In that chapter, Jesus told him that 

he would be crucified.  Then Peter said to Jesus, “What about John?”  Jesus’ reply 

was: “If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow 

me!” (John 21:22) This is a rhetorical question because John did not live until Jesus 

returned.  However, he did live longer than the other apostles, and he did live to 

write concerning the time Jesus would return.  In his later years, he lived in the City 

of Ephesus.  During that time, he was banished to the Island of Patmos and, when 

the Emperor Domitian died, he returned to Ephesus and later died a natural death.   

We have already seen that the Book of Revelation was not John’s personal project.  

In the book itself, we are told that God gave this revelation to Jesus.  Then it came to 

John in part through the mediation of an angel.  By the way, it is not strange that 

God’s Word would come through an angel.  In fact, Acts 7, Hebrews 2, Galatians 3 

tell us that, when God gave the Law to Moses, it was given through the mediation of 

angels (messengers).  Therefore, John received what he wrote from the Father 

through Jesus by mediation of an angel.  Throughout the book, we see an angel 

leading John and speaking to him.  So, an angel, under the command and authority 

of Christ, gave the revelation to John.  And Revelation 1:2 tells us: John “bore 

witness to the word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he 

saw.”  This verse tells us that John’s writing is a reliable testimony of the Word of 

God!  John didn’t just make it up.  He heard it! He saw it! He wrote it! The churches 

received it! 

Next is a “why?”  Why did God give this revelation to us?  Revelation 1 gives us 

two answers.  First, to assure the blessedness of God’s People.  In verse 3, we read: 

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 

those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”  This is 

repeated in Revelation 22:6 - 7, which says, “And he said to me, “These words are 

trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent 

his angel to show his servants what must soon take place. And behold, I am coming 

soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”  

It might surprise you that the Book of Revelation is the only book in the Bible that 

pronounces a blessing for those who read it and hear it and keep it.  Of course, this 

doesn’t mean that we are not blessed by reading and obeying the four Gospels, the 



Book of Acts and the letters of the New Testament.  Also, we can’t ignore the Old 

Testament just because there isn’t a blessing pronounced for reading it.  I’m sure 

some people would like to skip over the Book of Leviticus because it doesn’t have a 

particular blessing.  However, we are blessed in reading and keeping all of 

Scripture!  Yet, the Book of Revelation specifically states that we are blessed if we 

read it.  It is as though God wanted to emphasize its importance, especially as we 

begin to see it’s prophesies being fulfilled.     

What exactly does it mean to be blessed? In the Greek, the word ‘blessed’ is 

‘makarios’ (the same word used in the Beatitudes).  It means to be satisfied or 

fulfilled.  So how are we satisfied and fulfilled by reading, hearing and keeping the 

teachings in the Book of Revelation?  To answer this question, we need to put this 

statement in context. Think about what this book tells us concerning what is coming 

to this world.  It tells us that when all of these events begin to unfold on the earth, 

there is going to be turmoil.  People will be trying to figure out what is happening, 

and in the end, they will rise up against the only one that can save them – Christ!  

BUT, while the world is in turmoil, we will not be fear because we have read and 

understood and expected and longed for what has been revealed in the Book of 

Revelation.  In fact, we will welcome and thus not run from what we see happening.  

We will have the joy of witnessing the consummation of God’s eternal plan!  We will 

recognize that it is what we are praying for when we say, “Come Lord Jesus.”  

Indeed, the world will hate the appearing of Christ but we long for it!   

There is another reason the Book of Revelation was written.  It is seen throughout 

the book, but it is summarized in Revelation 1:7, which says, “Behold, he is coming 

with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him, and all 

tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even so, Amen.”  So the second reason 

that this book was written is to warn the people of the world of their coming grief.  It 

is amazing to think about the fact that everyone alive at the coming of Christ will see 

Him AND know who He is. (The word ‘see’ means to see visually and comprehend 

what we see.)  Can you imagine living all of your life against the Law of God, 

rejecting His salvation in Christ, and then suddenly, like lighting, He appears in the 

sky?  You look up and see Him but you don’t just see Him, you know who He is.  



You know, at that moment, that this is the Son of God that you have ignored and 

rejected.   

What then will you do?  Verse 1 tells us what you will do.  It says that you will 

wail.  This word is the strongest expression of grief.  It means to beat on the breast in 

grief or to cut one’s self in remorse.  Think of how you would express your grief if 

the worst thing you could imagine happened to you or someone you love.  

Revelation 6:15 - 17 captures that grief in detail by saying: “Then the kings of the 

earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 

everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 

mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face 

of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great 

day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” 

Revelation 1:7 tells the other side of the story of the revelation of Christ - the part 

willfully neglected and rejected by the world, and even mainline Christianity.  Jesus 

is coming again and this time He is angry.  We see this in Psalm 2, which sums up 

the message of judgment found in the Book of Revelation so clearly.  It says, “Why 

do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set 

themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his 

Anointed, saying, “Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 

us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he 

will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I 

have set my King on Zion, my holy hill.” I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to 

me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the 

nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession. You shall break 

them with a rod of iron and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Now 

therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with 

fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the 

way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all who take refuge in him.”  

Psalm 2 expresses the world’s response to God’s authority.  It tells us that the 

nations are angry with God.  Therefore, they plot to overthrow His authority over 

their lives and over His world.  Their rulers plot against God and His Christ and say, 

“Let’s break His bonds.  Let’s resist His authority.”  Then Yahweh responds to them 



by laughing at them.  It will be comparable to me stepping into the ring to fight Mike 

Tyson!  God will hold them in derision. He will mock them.  It will be as though He 

says, “Come on, fight! Is that all you’ve got?”  Then God speaks in His wrath to His 

enemies and they are distressed like we read earlier in Revelation 6:15 – 17.   And, as 

defiance against their rebellion and resistance and arrogance, He says in Psalm 2 to 

them: “I have set MY King on the holy hill of Zion (Jerusalem).”  That is to say, “I 

have given the earth to my Son.  It is HIS possession.  He has ALL authority to crush 

you, to break you and to dash you to pieces like you are fragile pottery.”   

Psalm 2 ends with these words: “Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O 

rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the 

Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him.”   The phrase ‘kiss the Son” means to bow 

and kiss His hand/ring in worship.  Those who refuse to do so will be the object of 

His anger and they will perish in even the outbreak of His wrath.  This describes the 

greatness and power of Christ.  In fact, just the least of His wrath will destroy every 

rebel, every resistance, and every army on the earth.   However, His people will be 

ready; they will be satisfied when He comes.  Note that the last part of Psalm 2:12 

says, “Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him!” 

Here is the most striking thing in regard to the end times: When the judgments 

come, men still will not repent, and in the end, they will curse God.  After Christ has 

appeared, and His judgments start to fall, Revelation 9:20 – 21 says, “The rest of 

mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their 

hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and 

stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 

murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”   These verses 

tell us that the time for repentance is NOW, because when God’s judgment begins, 

there will be no repentance!  This is a warning to the world.  People need to read and 

understand what is coming on this earth! 

Next, ‘who’ are the recipients of the Book of Revelation?  The answer is found in 

Revelation 1:4, which says, “John to the seven churches that are in Asia.”  Why was 

it sent to these churches in Asia Minor?  Well, we know from history that, in his later 

years, John had been living and teaching in the City of Ephesus, which was the main 



city in its region. Since every book is the Bible needs either apostolic authorship or 

apostolic authority behind it, and since John was the only remaining apostle of Jesus, 

it makes sense that he was the man to receive God’s revelation and deliver it to these 

seven churches. Also, John had great influence among these churches, so it makes 

sense that Jesus would choose John to convey His messages to them.  

Jesus had much to say to these seven churches because, after John was banished to 

Patmos, they were infiltrated by false teachers.  Some of them even began to fall 

away from the true faith. (We will see this when we study each letter.)  Further, 

some of these churches were experiencing great persecution - the kind John himself 

was experiencing on the Island of Patmos.  So some of these churches needed 

correction; some needed encouragement; some needed both.  And, of all the people 

on earth, John was the one man still living that had the authority to deliver God’s 

revelation to the churches.    

After we are told that John wrote this to seven churches in Asia, verses 4 - 5 

continues by saying, “Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and 

who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus 

Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.”   

Other New Testament letters also begin with a blessing.  In fact, the blessing of verse 

4 is not unlike the blessings we see in Paul’s letters.  He would commonly pronounce 

a blessing on the churches using the same kind of language found in Revelation 1:4.  

In addition to the blessing pronounced, there are great truths proclaimed in these 

verses: (1) The Father is the one who was and is and is to come; (2) Jesus Christ is the 

one who was the faithful witness (The Greek word for ‘witness’ is the word ‘martus,’ 

from which we get the English word martyr, which refers to one who dies as a 

witness.) (3) Jesus is the first of those who were resurrected, never to die again; (4) 

Jesus is the one who rules the Kings of the earth.  (4) There are seven Spirits before 

Gods’ throne who John calls on to bless the saints.   

We understand most of these truths, but what or who are the seven spirits before 

the throne?  There are some strange answers that have been set forth. The book of 

‘First Enoch’ in the ‘Apocrypha’ says these are the seven spirits who watch over 

creation.  These angels even have names, which are Uriel,  Raphael, Raguel, Michael, 



Saraqael, Gabriel, and Remiel. Of course, we put little confidence in this explanation 

since it is not from scripture. 

Some interpreters think that it is best to view these spirits who are before the 

throne as just the angels in general.  However, we know that is not the case because: 

(1) These seven spirits are mentioned with the Father and the Son, but angels are not 

equivalent to the Father and the Son; (2) They have the authority to extend grace 

and peace.  But God alone has such authority.  (3)  In other passages in the Book of 

Revelation, these spirits are called the seven Spirits of God (Revelation 4:5 and 

Revelation 5:6). This can only refer to THE spirit of God - the third person of the 

Trinity. 

Now why is the Holy Spirit called ‘the Seven Spirits before the throne’ or ‘the 

seven Spirits of God?’  Remember that the Book of Revelation has a large amount of 

symbols.  So I see two possibilities. (1) The ‘seven spirits’ may be a reference to the 

seven-fold ministry of the Holy Spirit found in Isaiah 11:2 - 3, which says, “The 

Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD, 

and He will delight in the fear of the Lord.”  However, I don’t think this is what is 

meant because there are only 6 attributes listed after the title ‘the Spirit of the Lord.’ 

(2) The best interpretation that fits the symbolic nature of the Book of Revelation is 

this: The seven Spirits of God is symbolic language saying the Spirit of God is perfect 

and complete in His person and in His ministry.  Why?  Because the number seven 

communicates both completion and perfection.  In fact, the Holy Spirit is perfect and 

complete in His ministry in the church and in the world.  He convicts the world of 

sin, of righteousness and of judgment.  He gives life and gifts to the Church so that it 

is filled and fruitful in ministry.  In light of this truth, may the Father, the Son and 

the Spirit bless us with grace and peace in the life they have given us!  Amen!   

Next, notice John’s expression of praise in Revelation 1:5b – 6, which says, “To 

him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a 

kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen.”  This is a doxology like those we frequently find in New Testament 

letters. For example, in Romans 16:27, Paul says, “to the only wise God be glory 



forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.” So, like Paul and others, this is John’s 

expression of praise to Christ, his Savior and ours! 

We have already seen, in the Introduction, the contrast between those who will be 

blessed and those who will be cursed.   This contrast is found in Revelation 1:7, 

which says, “Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 

those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of him. Even 

so. Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)   It is worth saying again that those who read, 

understand and obey the Book of Revelation are blessed.  They are the recipients of 

the grace and peace that comes through the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

However, it is also necessary to say again that verse 7 stands in contrast to that 

blessing.  So the most important question we can ask regarding ourselves is: “Are we 

in Christ and thus the recipients of His blessings, or are we outside of Him and, 

therefore, under His judgment?  Are we among the blessed?   Do God the Father, the 

Son and the Spirit fill our lives with grace and peace OR will we be among those 

who wail when Christ appears?   

Next, we see a signature of sorts in Revelation 1:8.  Even though John’s  name is on 

this letter, who is it really from?  The answer in verse 8 is: “’I am the Alpha and the 

Omega,’ says the Lord God, ‘who is and who was and who is to come, the 

Almighty.’” The message here is clear.  The one who has created and ordered and 

ordained all things from beginning to end is the one speaking. Therefore, hear Him! 

There is one last paragraph of what I call an introductory matter.  “I, John, your 

brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance 

that are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos on account of the word of God and 

the testimony of Jesus. I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and I heard behind me a 

loud voice like a trumpet saying, ‘Write what you see in a book and send it to the 

seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to 

Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.’”  (Revelation 1:9-11)  

Notice three things from this paragraph: First, John writes as a persecuted 

believer to other persecuted believers.  This is so relevant because this book reveals 

much concerning the persecution of the Church.  We will see how the churches in 

Smyrna and Pergamum suffered very much and also how they were going to suffer 

more.  In addition, we will read how the Church through history will also suffer 



much.  This is why we read phrases such as “Here is a call for the patience and faith 

of the saints.”  So John is not writing as a non-sympathetic outsider! He was a fellow 

sufferer with them!   

Revelation 1:9 says John was on the Island of Patmos, a prison colony, on account 

of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.  That is, he was a fellow partner in 

the tribulation and endurance that comes with following Christ.  However, Patmos 

wasn't all he suffered.  Tradition says that, sometime before this, he was sent to 

Rome and boiled in a cauldron of oil, yet God preserved him without harm.  This 

brings hope to us because, whatever may come our way, God is able to bring us 

through it!  Indeed, be it a sword or poverty or an island prison or a boiling vat of 

oil, God is able to bring us through! 

Second, John was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, which is the same day as our 

Sunday.  Even though verse 8 is the only place in Scripture where this day is 

mentioned, it was used a lot in early church history.  Moreover, there are clear 

statements in the New Testament about Christians gathering and bringing gifts on 

the First Day.  Further, Jesus was raised on the First Day.  We can conclude then, 

that by the end of the first century, when John wrote the Book of Revelation, the 

meeting day for the Church was evidently being called the Lord’s Day.   

John wrote, “I Was in the Spirit.”  What does this mean?  The normal meaning of 

these words in the New Testament is this: Everyone who has the Spirit  of Christ is in 

the Spirit.  In Romans 8:8 – 9, we read, “Those who are in the flesh cannot please 

God. You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him.” This passage makes it clear that that being in the Spirit is distinct from being 

in the flesh or being lost.   

But there is something more than this.  You may recall that there was a particular 

anointing that came upon men to prophesy – men such as Ezekiel, Elijah and Elisha.  

Also, Jesus said that David was in the Spirit when he wrote about the Messiah being 

his Lord. Then there was Simeon who was in the Spirit when he went to the temple 

in Jerusalem on the day of Jesus’ presentation as an infant.  And even Philip, was 

moved by the Holy Spirit.  Further, Paul said that those who have the gift of 

languages speak in the Spirit.  



All of us can, no doubt, remember times when we have been moved by the Holy 

Spirit in especially memorable ways.  I can remember times I was preaching AND 

singing and sensed the Spirit moving in a definite way.  You probably have also 

experienced this in your own life.  The point here is that what John experienced in 

the receiving and writing of the Book of Revelation did not come from his own 

imagination.  He was filled with the Spirit; he was walking in the Spirit.  And yet, 

what we find here, is even more than that.  John was especially moved by the Holy 

Spirit to write, as Revelation 1:11 says, “Write in a book what you see.”   

Third, the churches to which John was writing are Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 

Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.  Verse 4 tells us that these churches 

were in Asia.  Today, this region is known as Asia Minor or western Turkey and, in  

the New Testament, it is called Lydia.  Incidentally, it is interesting that a lady 

named Lydia in the Bible lived in Thyatira, which was in the area that was known as 

Lydia.  It is thought that the order of the letters was the usual route for deliveries.  

Items would come on shore at Ephesus. From there they would be sent on to the 

other cities by way of this route.  Therefore, we can assume that this is the route that 

John sent his book to the churches. 

Now we come back to the revelation of the person speaking to John. Revelation 

1:12 -16 says, “Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on 

turning I saw seven golden lampstands,  and in the midst of the lampstands one like 

a son of man, clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The 

hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame 

of fire, his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was 

like the roar of many waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth 

came a sharp two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full 

strength.” 

It is clear that the person John saw is Jesus, the Son of God.  He is described as 

“one like the son of man,” which is Daniel’s terminology for the Messiah who was to 

come. Verse 20 tells us that the lampstands are symbols for the seven churches in 

Asia, to which John wrote.  So this tells us that John’s vision was given in order for 

us to see Jesus walking among His churches, clearly fulfilling His role as the Head 

and Chief Shepherd of His church. He had a long robe and golden sash around his 



chest.  There is a debate among interpreters as to whether these are royal or priestly 

garments.  However, either interpretation is accurate in that Jesus is both the King 

and the High Priest of His people.  He offered Himself as the sacrifice for our sins, 

and then rose again as our Lord and king.  Indeed, Jesus is both our high priest and 

King who is with us!   

As we continue, we see that Jesus’ hair was white like wool and snow, which is a 

picture of age since a white head was revered for wisdom. But there is more to this 

because Jesus is the eternal Son of God whose goings forth are from everlasting.  

That is, He is the wisdom of the eternal ages!  Also, we see that His eyes are a flame 

of fire.  Have you ever had someone stare at you, knowing they knew something 

about you that made you uncomfortable?  Of such people, we may say, they pierced 

me with their eyes.  So the idea here is that there is nothing that escapes the gaze of 

Christ.  In fact, you will see this truth again when we study His messages to the 

seven churches that are found in chapters 2 and 3.  Every message to these churches 

begins with the words, ‘I know.’  So among the lampstands, Jesus knows what is 

going on with them. He has the wisdom of the ages; He has eyes that pierce like fire.   

Further, Jesus’ feet are like burnished bronze.  The following is a paraphrase of 

what John Gill said about His feet: “The feet of bronze represent his steadfastness  

among us His people; He stands and supports them; He walks tirelessly among them 

and with them; whatever enemies threaten them, He will crush them to powder 

under his feet.”  Isn’t this good?  As we continue reading, we note that Jesus’ voice 

was like the roar of many waters, and from his mouth came a two-edged sword.  The 

Word of Christ is heard and cherished and loved and obeyed and followed by His 

Church.  And to everyone, Hebrews 12 says, “See to it that you do not refuse Him 

who is speaking.”  This is good advice because His Word is clear and sure and true 

and faithful and good and wise!   

Of course this vision demands a response by the one who sees it.  And verse 17 

shows us John’s response.  It says, “When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though 

dead.”  Later in this book, John will fall before an angel but the angel will rebuke 

him because both he and the angel are fellow servants of God. But notice here that, 

when John fell at Jesus’ feet as dead, Jesus didn’t say, “Stop it John.” No! Jesus 

deserves the worship of His people! He deserves even more than we can give Him!   



Even as Jesus tells John “do not fear,” Jesus reminds us of who He is. John wrote,  

“But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and 

the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of 

Death and Hades.” (1:17b-18) As awesome as it is, the true glory of Jesus is not His 

appearance. Rather, it is the glory of His person and power!   He is the First and 

Last; He is eternal God; He died and lives again; He is eternal life as He said here, 

and as John wrote in the Gospel that bears His name. Further, He has the keys of 

Death and Hades.  That is, He can bring all of the dead either to life OR to judgment!  

This is His true glory!  And this is why every knee will bow and every tongue will 

confess that Jesus is Lord!   

The glory of Jesus is one of the great themes of the Book of Revelation!  This is the 

Jesus who reigns in His Church, who reigns over the earth and who reigns forever! 



  Revelation Chapter 2 - Jesus Speaks to His Church (Part 1) 

 

Among the reasons for the Book of Revelation to be written was to give the 

Church great hope.  Certainly, this hope is found at the end of the book, which 

shows the eternal joy we will have as God’s people.  But even here at the beginning 

of the book, we see something very encouraging.  We see a picture of Jesus walking 

among His churches!  This Jesus is the King and High Priest of His people; He 

possesses the wisdom of the ages; His eyes see us and know us; He stands to support 

us against our enemies; the word He speaks is able to both wound and to heal - to 

condemn and to save.     

That brings us to what I think is the most important part of the Book of 

Revelation. We come to the letters from Christ to His churches.  These letters rebuke 

where needed, but each of them also contains God’s promises for the saints (the ones 

who overcome). 

We have already read that Jesus is seen walking among seven lampstands (verse 

13) and holding seven stars in His right hand (verse 16).  In verse 20, Jesus explains 

to John the meaning of the lampstand and the stars.  He says, “The mystery of the 

seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The 

seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which 

you saw are the seven churches.”  Remember that John, himself, was not with these 

churches at this time.  He was in the Roman prison-island called Patmos.  But John 

would have been encouraged to see and understand that Jesus is with His churches! 

That is the meaning of Christ walking among the lampstands. 

But where do the seven stars of verse 20 come into the picture?   Jesus’ intention 

was that this book was to be read and taught by the pastors of each of the seven 

churches.  The seven stars in His right hand are not literal angels, even though the 

Greek word is ‘angellos’ from which we get our word angel.   In scripture, ‘angellos’ 

is either translated or transliterated, depending on its use in the text.  So if a 

heavenly messenger is meant, it is transliterated ‘angel.’  However, in this verse, it 

refers to a messenger because angels do not need letters from Jesus.  Also, they do 

not oversee or speak to or teach churches.  But earthly messengers do these tasks!  

Therefore, the word ‘angellos’ should be translated as a messenger rather than angel.  



These seven stars, then, were the leaders or elders of these seven churches.  This is 

similar to what happens today.  If someone wanted to get a vital message to a 

congregation, he would send it to the pastor who would then deliver it to the church 

body.  This is how it worked then and how it works now.  Not perfectly, but this is 

the way that Christ has designed His Church to operate.  

The word that Christ sent to His churches was to be preserved and heard by the 

Church of all ages as we will see.  But what do these seven churches signify?  And 

why are there seven?  Why not twenty-three or four?  Theologians have come up 

with some strange interpretations regarding these seven churches.   

One common interpretation is that each of these churches represents the Church 

in various eras of history.  The following chart depicts that interpretation:  

Ephesus The Church of the Apostolic Age A.D. 30-100 

Smyrna The Church under Roman Persecution A.D. 100 – 313 

Pergamu

m 

The Church following Constantine A.D. 325 and 

following 

Thyatira The Church during the Dark Ages A.D. 600-1517 

Sardis The Church emerging in the Reformation A.D. 1517-1648 

Philadelp

hia 

The Church of the Great Missionary 

Movement 

A.D. 1648-1900 

Laodicea The Apostate Church  A.D. 1900-present 

day 

Very little of this view makes sense to me. Instead, I think these seven churches 

represent the Church in every age. Someone recently asked me about that.  I replied 

by asking him the following questions:  

(1) “Do you know any churches whose programs have replaced the service that 

was born from their love for Christ?’ He said, “Yes.”  Well, that’s Ephesus.  



(2) “Do you know any churches that are suffering persecution for Christ today?”  

He said, “Yes.”  That’s Smyrna.  

(3) “What about churches that have begun to tolerate sin and become more like 

the world?”  He said, “Yes.”   That’s Thyatira and Sardis and Pergamum - to some 

degree.  

(4) Do you know any churches that have a great reputation but really are not 

being true and faithful to Christ and His gospel?  “Yes” he said.  That’s Sardis.  

(5) “What about a small church that has proven effective for Christ and the 

Gospel?” He said, “Yes.” That’s Philadelphia.  

(6) What about a church that is wealthy and could operate without Christ. He 

said, “Definitely, yes.”  That’s Laodicea.         

I hope you can see from this conversation that, through these seven churches, 

Christ is actually addressing the entire Church in every era.  In fact, as we read these 

letters, we will see that what Jesus told John to write was not just for the original 

recipients, but also for churches today as well. There is nothing new under the sun, 

is there?  There are great churches that are truly the Church but there are also 

churches that don’t look and act like the Church.  And then there is everything in-

between.  This is what makes these seven letters so important for us who comprise 

the Church today.  They are like a mirror for us to look into to see ourselves as we 

really are. 

Let’s now look at ourselves through the letters to the seven churches.  Recall that 

Jesus appeared to John and told him, “Write what you see in a book and send it to 

the seven churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira 

and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”  What did Jesus have to say to 

these seven churches and to us as well? First, notice that He started and ended each 

letter the same way - with the words “I Know.”  What does Jesus know?  Everything!  

Don’t forget that He is standing among the lampstands (the churches); His eyes are 

like a flame of fire that pierce through all pretenses - all hypocrisy; there is nothing 

hidden from His sight, both then and now.  Indeed, Jesus knows everything – both 

the good and the bad.   

I want you to see something very important about what Jesus sees and knows.  If 

you read through the letters to all seven of these churches, you will see that Jesus 



praised something in six of them.   Yet, He also rebuked and corrected five of these 

seven churches. The question is this: Is Jesus satisfied or dissatisfied with His 

churches? Sometimes the answer is both.   He is able to see the good in a church 

and commend it.  And, at the same time, even with the same church, He sees what’s 

wrong and rebukes it.  He can love some of what a church does and hate other 

things it does.  But here’s what I want you to understand about Jesus: He is like a 

loving parent to His Church in that He commends, praises and encourages the good, 

and yet, He rebukes, corrects and even condemns the bad.  We can conclude this 

about Jesus: He knows, and what He knows, He speaks to the Church and to His 

local churches!  So the first thing Jesus said to each of the seven churches was: “I 

know.”    

The second thing Jesus said to each of the churches was this: “To him who 

overcomes.”  What does the word overcome mean?  The Greek word is ‘nikao’, 

which means to be victorious. (We are familiar with this word because of Nike 

shoes.)  Note that every time Jesus uses this word in relationship to His churches, it 

is in the present tense.  Therefore, it can be translated as be being victorious, i.e., 

keep being victorious.  Don’t miss this! Jesus never says, “Relax, you’ve made it.” or 

“You’ve arrived.”  Instead, He says “Keep on conquering!  Keep on winning the 

battles!”    

Now you would expect Him to say to the bad churches: “Come on guys, you are 

supposed to be following Me; You are supposed to be My holy people; you are 

supposed to be my righteous bride. Therefore, get with it!”  However, He says these 

things to ALL of His churches – to the good and the bad and to those who are some 

of both.  But why?  Because no matter where a church is located, it is always in peril 

– always!  There are always enemies outside the Church and sometimes enemies 

within it as well.  Listen to what the apostle Peter wrote concerning our enemy, the 

devil, in 1 Peter 5:8.  He says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 

devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.”   And then 

there is our conflict with the world.  In 1 John 2:15 - 16, the apostle John wrote 

this:  “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, 

the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world.” In 



addition to the devil and the world, there is also our own flesh, our sinful nature, 

with which we have to contend.   This is why Paul says in Galatians 5: 16 – 17, “I say 

then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh 

lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one 

another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.” 

Do you see the point that I am making?  As long as there is a church, it will have 

enemies!  And, as long as there are enemies of the church, the church will be in a 

battle of some kind.  Therefore, we must understand that victory is never passive.  

So, as God’s people, we will always face opposition from, as we have said, the 

world, the flesh and the devil. We MUST and WILL keep on conquering!  We MUST 

and WILL keep on winning the battles!   

What does all this mean for churches?  It means that no church can coast to 

victory. This is why Jesus says, “Until the end comes, you must be winning; you 

must conquer; you must overcome the enemies of your own soul and of the 

Church.”   So overcoming our enemies matters!  We do not get to make a profession 

of faith, be baptized, join a church and then coast into glory!  It doesn’t matter how 

we start.  What matters is that we finish!  That is John’s message here. Note this in 

Revelation 21:7: “The one who conquers (same word Nike, which is in the present 

tense) will have this heritage (The new heaven and earth and all that goes with it), 

and I will be his God and he will be my son.”  This verse tells us that we must 

endure to the end; we must be victorious!  The alternative is found in verse 8 of this 

same chapter.  This verse says, “but as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, 

as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their 

portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 

death.”   

The Book of Revelation does not tell us to repent, believe, and then coast!   Rather, 

it tells us to repent, believe, ENDURE and CONQUER!   In fact, as we read the 

letters to the seven churches in chapters 2 - 3, we will see that this is what these 

churches are called to do.  But never forget these truths: Jesus knows His churches; 

He knows where they are; He knows what lies ahead for them; he knows what they 

must do to overcome their enemies. 



Let’s now look at the first message to the Church.  Notice that I am referring to 

this message as being written to the Church.  So, even though it was written to the 

church at Ephesus, we are referring to it as the message to the Church-at-Large 

because, as we have said, each message is for every church in every era of history.  

Note the following concerning the first message to the Church: 

 

1.  Do you love me, or do you just work for me?    

In Revelation 2:1 – 7, we read: “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The 

words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks among the 

seven golden lampstands. I know your works, your toil and your patient endurance, 

and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 

themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are 

enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, and you have not grown 

weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you had at 

first. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you 

did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, 

unless you repent. Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I 

also hate. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To 

the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, which is in the paradise of 

God.’"   

Earlier, we said that Jesus sees the good and the bad and He also commends the 

good and rebukes the bad.  In this letter to the church at Ephesus, we see a perfect 

example of how Jesus interacts with His churches.  Note that in verse 2, He says, “I 

know your works (the things they had accomplished); (I know) your toil (the effort 

they put into their accomplishments.  This word ‘toil’ in the Greek means to work to 

exhaustion); (I know) your patience (They did not lose heart or give up).  But this is 

not all Jesus said to them.  He also knew they were a doctrinally sound church. They 

tested and disproved false apostles, who were very common in that time-period.  

(Men would go to churches and claim that they were sent with a message from the 

apostles and church leaders.  But often, they were what Paul called false apostles 

under the guidance of the one disguised as an angel of light in 1 Corinthians 11 

(Satan).)   



As we read this passage, it is obvious that the church in Ephesus knew how to 

sniff out the false teachers that were trying to deceive the churches.  In verse 6, Jesus 

says, “Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.”  

The Nicolaitans refers to a sect of “Christianity” that abused the grace of God.  By 

this time, they were making inroads into the churches.  (We will see more about 

them when we get to the church at Pergamum.)  Both Christ and the Ephesian 

church hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans.  So, from the outside, this church looked 

as though it was the perfect church. But then we read in verse 4, “But I have this 

against you.”  Now what could possibly be wrong with a church like this church?  

They were doing everything right.  But Jesus’ rebuke had nothing to do with what 

they were doing.  Jesus saw what was lacking in their hearts as they did it.  Jesus 

said it this way: “You have left your first love.”   

Earlier, I said that we all find ourselves in these churches.  And some of you may 

be like I see myself sometimes. I see myself as a very responsible person; I am 

diligent; I am OCD about the teaching ministry Christ has given me.  However, we 

can be very faithful and diligent in ministry, we can work hard and long doing 

religious stuff, we can be completely faithful to the doctrines of Christianity, we can 

hate evil and still miss the point.  So let’s not forget that it doesn’t just matter what I 

am doing, it also matters why I am doing it!  From the beginning, starting with the 

nation of Israel, God’s desire was not to have a people who would just do the right 

things.  His desire was for a people whose lives would be a demonstration of their 

love for Him!  We read of this in Deuteronomy 10:12 - 13, which says, “And now, 

Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your 

God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the LORD your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and statutes of the 

LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?”  Verse 12 tells us that 

what must be first and foremost in our lives is to love God. It is not our service for 

Him!  So what was lacking at Ephesus was their love for Christ as they did His work. 

(See Exodus 21 for the Old Testament’s provision for bondservant.)   

Here is an important question regarding this passage: Does it really matter that 

the Ephesians worked but didn’t love?  At least they were getting it done.  But 

Revelation 2:5 says that it does matter!  It says, “Remember therefore from where 



you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you 

and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you repent.”  Notice that Jesus 

told them that they had fallen.  Initially, they had been raised by Christ to the place 

where they loved Him and served Him out of that love.  But, since they had fallen 

from that place of love, Jesus said to them: “Remember where you were before you 

fell.”  We also need to remember whether there was a different time and a different 

way concerning our own service to Christ.   

Also notice that in the last part of Revelation 2:5, Jesus used the word repent, 

which means to change your mind; change your direction; turn around; do the first 

works.  But what are the first works?  Were they different from the kinds of works 

they were already doing?  Well, on the outside, maybe not. The first works and their 

current works may look exactly the same. But the difference with the ‘first works’ is 

that they came from a right heart - they were Christ-generated.  In the beginning 

they were not just a church doing church things, they were a church following the 

One they loved and thus HE was working His works through them!   

So far, we have seen that the point of the first letter to the Church is this: “Do you 

love me, or do you just work for me?” How would we answer this question?  Now 

note that after Jesus asked this question, He makes a promise to them – a promise 

found in Revelation 2:7, which says, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 

which is in the paradise of God.”  We will be covering all of the promises to the 

overcomers in a later a later presentation.   

 

2. The second message to the Church is: Endure hardship for the sake of Christ.  

This is the message of Revelation 2:8 - 11, which says, “And to the angel of the 

church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to 

life. I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of 

those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not 

fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to throw some of you 

into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be 

faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him 



hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by 

the second death.’” 

I love this church at Smyrna!  Even the name of the city fits it.  The word Smyrna 

is the Greek word for myrrh, which you remember is one of the gifts the Magi 

brought to Jesus.  Also, remember that Nicodemus donated myrrh to prepare Jesus’ 

body for burial.  Myrrh was an aromatic spice that was extracted from a family of 

shrubs and trees by bleeding the trees or crushing the seeds.  So the reason the word 

Smyrna fits this church is because it was a crushed and suffering church.  However, 

here is the beauty of Smyrna and churches like them: When they were crushed, the 

sweetness – the aroma of Christ - came out of them!   

Jesus commended this church for the works it was doing, just as He commended 

the church in Ephesus.  And, along with their good works, He mentioned that they 

were suffering for Him.  He said: “I know your tribulation (troubles).”  He also said: 

“I know your poverty.”  Since the Greek word for poverty was used for the poorest 

of poor, He was referring to absolute poverty!  But notice how Jesus countered the 

reality of their worldly poverty with spiritual reality. He said, “But you are rich!”  

Can a poor person be rich? Yes, indeed!  Even though this church was materially 

poor, it was spiritually rich.  Incidentally, we will see, in one of the other churches, 

that a rich person can be poor.   

Another thing we see is that this church was slandered (spoken evil of) by those 

who claimed to be Jews but were actually a synagogue of Satan.  Jesus used this 

phrase twice in the seven letters.  He is referring to Jewish people who had rejected 

Christ.  Jesus called them “The synagogue of Satan.” They claimed to be God’s 

people, but they were actually under the control of Satan, and being under Satan’s 

control, they opposed God because they opposed His Son, Jesus.  In John 5, Jesus 

said, “He who does not honor the son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”  

We can conclude then that this synagogue of Satan was just like the Pharisees in 

John 8 to whom Jesus said: “You are of your father the devil.”  In fact, wherever 

there was a concentration of Jewish people who denied the Messiah and opposed the 

gospel, they were called the synagogue of Satan.  And as a synagogue of Satan, these 

so-called Jews slandered and accused the saints of horrific things.  For example, in 

those days, Christians were often called cannibals because the meaning of the Lord’s 



Supper was misunderstood.  They were also called atheists because they would not 

worship the gods of Rome.  Of course, this slander was hypocritical on the part of 

the Jews because they, themselves, were mostly exempted from Roman worship 

because they believed in only one God, yet they accused Christians, who also 

worshipped one God, of defying the religious norms of Roman culture. So, since the 

Jews hated Christ and His Church (like Satan does), they denigrated it in order to 

turn the people of Smyrna against them.   

Maligning the Church was very common in those days.  In face we read, in Acts, 

6, 13, 14, 17 and 21, that these synagogues of Satan turned the people against the 

apostles and evangelists.  Therefore, as a result of the slander of these false Jews, 

Christians were considered as outcasts; they were hated; they were poor; no one 

would help them.  So what did Jesus say to the church in Smyrna to encourage it to 

victory?  He said, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is 

about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you 

will have tribulation.”  (Revelation 2:10)    

Now this is one of the many strange-to-us things we read in the Bible. Can you 

imagine being in Smyrna and hearing this letter as it was being read?  Jesus, the one 

who knows how much they were already suffering, and the one who cares for them 

as His own, now tells them they are about to suffer more!  Really? But Revelation 6:9 

– 11 tells us something of what is happening. These verses say, “When he opened the 

fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of 

God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, ‘O 

Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood 

on those who dwell on the earth?’” Then they were each given a white robe and told 

to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers 

should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.”  This 

vision undoubtedly includes some who lived in Smyrna during that time.  Also, it 

tells us that the suffering of some of the saints comports with the will of God. In fact, 

verse 11 tells us that there is a fixed number who were to be killed for their 

commitment to Christ.  And after the fifth and sixth seals, Christ will return to 

deliver His people.  



Notice that Jesus also told the church in Smyrna that it would suffer for ten days.  

We do not know if this is literally ten days or if it is symbolic of an indeterminate 

period?   But we do know how long the overcomers must be prepared to suffer 

because, in Revelation 2:10, Jesus said: “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you 

the crown of life.”  This may sound awful, but remember that Jesus told His 

disciples they could expect to be hated by their families, to be put out of the 

synagogues (the nation of Israel), and to be hated by the world.  When He was with 

His disciples, He said, in this world you have tribulation, but take heart because I 

have overcome (I am victorious and you are victorious with me) the world!   

What does a suffering church have to do in order for it to be an overcomer?  It just 

keeps doing what it has been doing and keeps doing it to the death.  Then it will 

receive its reward.  We may have a difficult time relating to this truth about what we 

as Christians will experience, but I am certain suffering for Christ is coming to us.  

We are seeing trends in our country that indicate that this time is coming.  And, as 

we will see as we go through this study, THE antichrist is coming and he will be set 

on the destruction of the saints.  However, the true saints of God – the true church - 

the overcomers - will not shrink from following and serving Christ in the face of 

persecution or even death.  In the end, they will receive the reward He promises 

them.  

I have always wondered why we, in our area of the world, are so safe and secure 

in God’s providence and yet 5,000 miles away, in parts of Africa, and also in God’s 

providence, Christian brothers and sisters are being killed by Muslim death squads.  

Even though God’s providence is mysterious, there has always been both those who 

suffer and those who support and pray for those who are suffering.  So if God wills 

that we are safe, then let’s pray and support those who suffer.  But If God wills that  

we suffer, let’s endure that suffering to our death. 

Finally, note the promise Christ gives overcomers in Revelation 2:11, which says, 

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who 

conquers will not be hurt by the second death.”  We will look more closely at the 

second death in later studies, but it is clear that those who are victorious will die one 

day.  But though they may die as martyrs, but they will never die again! Indeed, as 

verse 11 says, they will not be hurt by the second death.  Praise God! 



Now we come to the third church to which Jesus writes – the church in the city of 

Pergamum.  We will look at the following truths found in the letter to this church:  

 

3.  Take a stand as the holy people of Christ. 

Revelation 2:12 – 17 says, “And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: 

“The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. ‘I know where you dwell, 

where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith 

even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, who was killed among you, where 

Satan dwells. But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the 

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of 

Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. 

So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If 

not, I will come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. He 

who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who 

conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, 

with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who 

receives it.’”   

This church in Pergamum seemed to be a pretty good church in that Jesus 

commended it for holding fast to Him and not denying His name.  When it says they 

‘hold fast’ in verse 13, it means they hold strongly and do not let go.  So this church 

would not deny the name of Jesus as the saving name and the name above all names.  

Yet, it was under intense pressure to deny Christ.  This was a good church in a very 

hard place – the place, as Jesus said, where Satan’s throne is.    

Since Pergamum was the capital of the Roman Province of Asia Minor, Rome’s 

influence was very strong.  In fact, by this time, emperor worship was officially 

required of Roman citizens.  There was even a temple dedicated to the emperor in 

the city of Pergamum.  In addition to this, Roman citizens were expected to worship 

the pagan gods and the emperor because it was thought that the gods would be 

pleased and thus bless the empire if they did so.  So pagan worship was very 

prominent in Pergamum.  In fact, there was not one, but two Acropolises there - an 

upper and a lower Acropolis.  And on them were the temples of Athena, Zeus, Hera, 

Dionysus and Demeter.  And, not far away, there was the sanctuary of Asklepios.  



All of this means that Pergamum was a center of pagan religion in that area of the 

Asian Minor.  No wonder Jesus said that it was where Satan’s throne is!   

Even though the church in Pergamum was planted in the middle of all of the 

idolatry and false religion of Rome, it worshipped only Christ.  And thus, it suffered 

the consequences for worshipping Him only!  We know, around 92 A.D., just 4 years 

or so before John wrote this letter, that one of the church’s pastors, a man named, 

Antipas, was martyred on the Altar of Zeus.  (Incidentally, this altar was dug up and 

moved to Germany in the early 1900s and is on display in the Pergamon Museum in 

Berlin.)  The altar of Zeus was built for human sacrifice.  On that altar was a bronze 

bull in which a person would be tied alive while a fire was built underneath it.  In 

time, the person would be roasted alive as a human sacrifice.  Sadly, the church in 

Pergamum watched its pastor die this way.  Incidentally, church history says that he 

died praying for his church!  

Despite the wonderful example of Antipas’ faith and prayer, everything was not 

perfect in Pergamum.  In Revelation 2:14 - 15, we read:  “But I have a few things 

against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 

Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food 

sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality. So also you have some who hold 

the teaching of the Nicolaitans.”   

What we see in Pergamum is the pattern we should expect in faithful churches. 

There will be persecution as already noted, but also assaults against the f idelity of 

the members. Even though this church stood firm for Christ where Satan’s throne is, 

there was some erosion of its faithfulness internally. (We have all seen that in 

churches.) Jesus pointed out that the church was allowing some who held to the 

teaching of Balaam to go unchallenged within their membership. 

In Numbers 22 – 25, we learn of this man, Balaam, who was hired by Balak, the 

king of the Moabites, to curse Israel.  But, being a prophet, he could only speak the 

words what God told him to speak.  So, since God would not allow him to curse 

Israel, he showed Balak another way to harm Israel.  He told him to send immoral 

Moabite women to cohabit with the men of Israel.  The result was immorality and 

pagan idolatry infecting the people of Israel.  The same thing was happening in the 

church in Pergamum through the influence of a sect of Christianity called the 



Nicolaitans. (Remember that the church in Ephesus hated the deeds of the 

Nicolaitans.) 

Who, exactly, were the Nicolaitans?  Some interpreters say that they were 

followers of Nicholas who was one of the first deacons named in Acts 6.  However, 

no one is sure about this.  What we do know is that the Nicolaitans believed that 

grace opened the way for Christians to indulge flesh without fear of God ’s 

judgment.  Irenaeus, who was the Bishop of Smyrna in the 2nd century said this of 

the Nicolaitans: “The Nicolaitans are the followers of that Nicolas who was one of 

the seven first ordained to the diaconate by the apostles. They lead lives of 

unrestrained indulgence. The character of these men is very plainly pointed out in 

the Apocalypse of John, [when they are represented] as teaching that it is a matter of 

indifference to practice adultery, and to eat things sacrificed to idols. Wherefore the 

Word has also spoken of them thus: ‘But this thou hast, that thou hatest the deeds of 

the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.’”   

Remember that, in Romans 6:1, Paul asked this rhetorical question: Shall we 

continue in sin that grace may abound?  Paul responded to this question with: “God 

Forbid!” This is the strongest possible term for NO!  And yet, the church at 

Pergamum allowed the Nicolaitans to remain in its membership, which was 

unacceptable to Christ. 

Sadly, we are seeing the same kind of thing in some churches today.  For example, 

the United Methodist Church is set to split into two denominations.  Most within 

this church follows its current church discipline and thus forbids their churches to 

have homosexual clergy and gay marriages.  The other group accepts homosexuality 

and even homosexual clergy.  That is Pergamum!  But before we judge this church, 

let’s ask how many Baptist churches have members, supposedly in good standing, 

who practice sexual immorality?  How many churches are accepting of immoral 

members (co-habiting, etc.) without investigation and, when needed, requiring 

repentance?  I recently read the obituary of a woman whose family I knew and saw 

that she professed faith in Christ and was a member of a local Baptist church. As I 

read on I was saddened to see that the list of her survivors included her ‘life 

partner.’ Tolerance of immorality in the church is just a step from full acceptance of 

immorality in the church as we see in mainline denominations. 



Some churches accept the corruption of its members without confrontation or 

correction and even embrace them with no strings of accountability attached.  

However, this is the kind of thing that Jesus was writing to correct in Pergamum!  

Why?  Because this not what the Church is all about.   Recall that Paul told the 

Corinthian church to deal with an immoral man in their church and then warned 

them with these words: “A little leaven leavens the whole lump.”  That is, since this 

kind of stuff spreads, you need to deal with it!   

This is exactly the point Jesus is making to the church at Pergamum.  In 

Revelation 2:16, He says, “Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war 

against them with the sword of my mouth.”  Note that Jesus did not say these words 

just to the Nicolaitans.  He said it to the entire Church!  Therefore, matters such as 

immorality IS the responsibility of the Church because the true Church is 

accountable to God!   Church members may feel free to live however they want, but 

NOT IN THE CHURCH.  So for victory to occur in the church at Pergamum, it had 

to take a stand for holiness and deal with the evil that had arisen from within.  So, in 

essence, God is saying to His Church: “You are my holy people and I will not allow 

the holiness of MY church to be corrupted by unholy people. Correct them or I will!”  

This is good for us to hear in our day because the true Church must stand with 

Christ in holiness and encourage and expect holiness of one another. 

The next church to which Christ wrote was in the city of Thyatira.  It is an 

example of what happens when a church doesn’t deal with sinful members.  

 

4.   Rid the church of the enemies of Christ, and rebuild what has fallen. 

In Revelation 2:18 – 29, we read: “And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose feet are 

like burnished bronze. I know your works, your love and faith and service and 

patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first. But I have this against 

you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 

teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food 

sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual 

immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 

with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I 



will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 

searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works. But 

to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned 

what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other 

burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come. The one who conquers and who 

keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, and he 

will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as 

I myself have received authority from my Father. And I will give him the morning 

star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” 

From this passage, we can see that the situation in the church in Thyatira was 

similar to that of the church at Pergamum.  It exhibited faithfulness to Christ in 

many ways. Jesus commended its work, its love, its faith and its endurance.   He 

even said this to them: “Your latter works exceed the first.” (verse 19)   So they were 

abounding in the work of the Lord; they loved God and they loved one another; they 

trusted in the saving work of Christ and His saving life (Romans 8; Galatians 2); they 

even endured hardship and probably persecution for the sake of Christ.   

But here is where they had fallen short: There was a woman in the church who 

Jesus called Jezebel (No doubt Jesus uses this name to make a point. No one names a 

child Jezebel!) This woman was teaching the church that it was permissible to 

practice sexual immorality and to knowingly eat things sacrificed to idols.  The truth 

is, she was probably a Nicolaitan because the way she is described fits the 

philosophies of the Nicolaitans, which seemed to be one of the dominant heresies in 

the Asian Minor.  

Even though the church allowed the teaching regarding immorality, this wasn’t 

even its first problem.  It’s first problem was that it was giving prominence to a 

woman and allowing her to teach.  Remember that Paul said: “I do not permit a 

woman to teach or exercise authority in the church.”  Some interpreters say that 

Paul’s attitude about women in ministry was just a cultural thing. But it was not 

cultural because, in 1 Timothy 2:11 - 14, Paul explained what he meant. He wrote, 

“Let a woman learn quietly with all submissiveness. I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam 

was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 



deceived and became a transgressor.” We read similar instruction in 1 Corinthians 

11. Though one and equal in Christ, there is an order to be followed in the church 

(and the home) in matters of instruction and governance. 

It is obvious that the church in Thyatira had rejected even the most basic of 

principles of church polity.  It had allowed the teaching of this woman, Jezebel, to 

usurp the authority of those who Christ had appointed as the true leaders of the 

church.  The result was devastating because, in giving her a place of prominence, she 

was allowed to deceive even the true saints of God.  Note Jesus said that she was 

“seducing my servants.” (verse 20)  So everything about her shows that she was an 

enemy of Christ; she deceived His people; she seduced His servants; she led the 

saints into sin.   

Verse 24 tells us that she was teaching what some call “the deep things of Satan.” 

We are quite certain that Jesus is speaking facetiously here because one does not 

sneak false teaching into a church by standing up at the end of a service and inviting 

people to a study of the deep things of Satan.  It is likely that she was teaching the 

so-called deep things of God, which is known as Gnosticism.  The Gnostics said, 

“There are things you need to know if you want to go deeper with God.”  However, 

in this letter, Jesus called these things the deep things of Satan.   

Remember that Jezebel, the queen (wife of King Ahab) brought idolatry and 

immorality to the people of Israel.  She was also the royal sponsor of the priests of 

Baal.  When the prophet Elijah defeated the prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel, she 

vowed to kill him.  So by giving this woman in Thyatira the name Jezebel, Jesus was 

marking her as His enemy.  And just like the Jezebel of old was eaten by dogs, God’s 

judgment was going to come to this Jezebel too!  This judgment is described in verse 

21 - 23 says, “I gave her time to repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual 

immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who commit adultery 

with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I 

will strike her children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who 

searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of you according to your works.” 

This Jezebel probably didn’t even flinch when she heard the words of Christ.  Like 

Jezebel of old, she had no fear of God, whatsoever!   In fact, she was like so many in 

the Church today who accept and, even celebrate, things contrary to Scripture – sins 



such as abortion, homosexuality and universalism, which says, without fear, that all 

religions are equally valid.   

What is sad is that, in our churches, sometimes Jezebel and her children win.  

Earlier, I mentioned that the Methodist church has designed a split where those who 

hold fast to Christ and His Word will form a new denomination.  And those who 

approve of homosexual marriage and homosexual clergy will keep its current name, 

which is the United Methodist Church.  Indeed, it is sad that the faithful ones have 

to leave the church they have loved and served for so long.  In this case, Jezebel and 

her children will have what really doesn’t belong to them.  Like them , the Jezebel of 

Revelation 2 did not belong to Christ; her name was not in His book; her time was 

up!  She had time to repent but she didn’t.  Both she and her followers were under 

God’s judgment! 

Finally, notice what Christ’s main concern is for His Church!  We see this concern 

in His words: “You (the church) tolerate that woman Jezebel.”  He was rebuking this 

church for giving Jezebel authority and allowing her to teach her heresies.  So, in 

verse 24, Christ says, “But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this 

teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, 

I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come.”   

Christ is essentially saying that they were doing everything right except this one 

thing: They were allowing this Jezebel to continue to teach.  In essence, He was 

saying that she had to go and that He will bring judgment upon her. As for the 

remaining faithful in the church at Thyatira, He told them to hold fast until He 

comes.  From this passage, we conclude that Jesus’ message to His Church is: Reject 

His enemies and remain faithful to Him. 

  



Revelation Chapter 3 - Jesus Speaks to His Church (Part 2) 

  

This chapter continues the series of seven letters Jesus dictated to His Church.  

John wrote what he heard from Jesus and sent these messages to the seven churches 

that were spread across Asia Minor (modern Turkey).  We know these messages 

were not just intended for the particular church to whom they were addressed.  We 

know this because each of the letters ends with this phrase: “He who has an ear, let 

him hear what the Spirit says to the churches (plural).”  It is commonly held by 

scholars that each of these churches would have read this book and then copied it in 

its entirety.  So they would not just read what was addressed to them and ignore the 

other letters.  They not only heard what Jesus said to them, they also heard what He 

said to the other churches.  They understood that these messages were for all 

churches!   

So when Jesus wrote to the church at Ephesus about its lack of love, and 

commanded it to repent and do the first works that had been motivated by its 

people’s love for Him and for one another, this same message was helpful to the 

other churches, even to churches today.  That’s because any church can get caught 

up in the mechanics of church-life and thus fall into the trap of loveless religious 

duty.  The Lord’s praise for a faithful suffering church like Smyrna would be a great 

encouragement for churches that are suffering persecution.  And in an age where 

most so-called Christian churches are compromising doctrine and practice, the 

corrective messages Jesus wrote to Pergamum and Thyatira are essential for the 

church today!   

So we continue here with that understanding. All of the messages to these seven 

churches are helpful to every church!  In light of this truth, let us not forget that the 

words of Jesus, the head of the Church, are for us as well.  Also, let us sense that the 

Holy Spirit is speaking to OUR hearts through these messages. 

We begin chapter three with our focus on the church in the city of Sardis (the fifth 

of the seven churches).  I have given it the theme: 

 

5.  Dead Churches, wake up! 



In Revelation 3:1 – 6, we read: “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

“The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. ‘I know 

your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and 

strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works 

complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, what you received and heard. 

Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 

know at what hour I will come against you. Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, 

people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for 

they are worthy. The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I 

will never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my 

Father and before his angels. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 

the churches.’”  

The church in city Sardis is the fifth of the seven churches that received a letter 

from Jesus.  Sardis was about 60 miles due east of Smyrna.  The famous writer Aesop 

(Aesop’s Fables) was from Sardis, which was the capitol of the region of Lydia. Also 

notable is that Sardis probably was the first of all ancient kingdoms to use coins.  

Another anecdote, which some commentators think John had in mind as he wrote to 

this church, is that Sardis was built on a plateau that should have made it possible to 

perfectly defend it from all attackers.  But on at least two occasions, the city grew 

overconfident and complacent and was overtaken.  One occasion was when 

Alexander the Great was able to capture Sardis; the other was when Antiochus III 

led an army to overtake it. 

It’s important to note that the church in Sardis is one of the two churches that 

received no praise from the Lord. In fact, what Jesus said to this church is just about 

as bad as it gets.  In Revelation 3:1, He said this to the church: “You have the 

reputation of being alive, but you are dead.”  The Greek word for reputation means 

‘a name.’ However, in this context it is clearly speaking about the church’s 

reputation.  So the church at Sardis had a reputation of being alive, but evidently it 

was not living as a true church should live.    

We understand that. Today, there are churches that literally do not have the life of 

Christ in them at all.  There are churches, and even entire denominations, that have 

been overtaken by Jezebels (like we saw in the last study).  This started when they 



began to deny essential Christian doctrines such as the virgin birth, the new birth 

and, even the resurrection of Jesus.  But how does this make these churches lifeless? 

It’s really simple. Start with this - if Jesus did not rise from the dead, we are still in 

our sins, as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15:12 - 19.  And if Jesus is dead, we too are 

dead.  That is, if the risen Jesus does not give life to us by way of regeneration or the 

new birth, we are dead.  So a church that does not have the risen Christ working in 

the lives of its members – moving them, guiding them, enabling their work - is 

dead!   

In Revelation 3:2, Jesus told this church, “I have not found your works complete 

before my God.”  The Greek word for ‘complete,’ in this case, means finished or 

fulfilled.  Now I don’t think there is any doubt this church started well.  No doubt, it 

would have benefitted from the teaching of one of the apostles or one of their 

associates.  In fact, it could have been someone in Paul’s orbit, or perhaps, even Paul 

himself who spent considerable time in Asia. But as the influence of the apostles and 

their associates waned, the life of this church began to fade.  It should have 

continued to grow in faith and love and ministry, but it did not.  This is why Jesus 

pronounced that it was dead. 

Incidentally, the death of a church is never instant; it’s always incremental.  It 

starts with a minor doctrine that’s compromised and, when it is tolerated, a major 

doctrine is also compromised. It starts like the church at Pergaamum or Thyatira, 

where immorality is tolerated and then accepted in the church. In their cases, ‘what 

makes the church the Church’ begins to fade away - the preaching of the cross and 

resurrection; honoring God’s Law; teaching and believing God’s Word; evangelism; 

biblical morality, etc. 

In this writers opinion, this is what we’ve seen with most of the mainline 

denominations such as the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, the 

Disciples of Christ, the American Baptists, the Evangelical Lutherans, and the United 

Methodists, etc.  Sure, they still talk about Christ, but they have abandoned Him and 

His word!  They have the name church and the world still calls them churches, but 

Jesus does not recognize them as churches! 

Then there’s another angle to look at. It’s something we see a lot of today  in 

churches that are called conservative and evangelical.  The church in Sardis had a 



name (reputation) that it was alive.  But alive to whom?  Sardis, it seems, had the 

reputation of a good church.  Of such churches today, we might hear people say 

things like, “That church at Sardis, man that’s the place to be!;” “I love the music;” 

“All of our kid’s friends are there;” They even have a cappuccino maker in the 

lobby;” “They have WIFI throughout their whole campus;” These may have a 

reputation of being alive, but the lack of godliness in these churches stuns me. 

(‘godliness’ is a word that basically means faithfulness and piety in worship and life) 

When I think about the meeting of the saints, my mind goes to the worship around 

God’s throne in heaven. No one there has a cappuccino in their hand. No one is 

checking social media there. No one there is attending to their own desires. All 

attention is on the one seated on the throne (See chapter 4).  Before the throne of God 

no one draws attention to themselves. But it seems that churches today have 

adopted ‘ungodly’ means to gain the reputation that they are alive to the world.  

We visited a church in 2021 where the ladies leading worship were wearing tight 

leggings that accentuate their form. This was on a stage, before men, whose attention 

should be on the glory of God and the good of the church, not the form of the 

women on the stage. Before the throne of God no one is seeking to be satisfied 

themselves. But I have heard people leave these churches saying things like, “Oh, I 

love the worship, it so moves ME!”  But who should be moved? God or us?  I saw a 

pastor of all people post on Facebook, “Great worship today!” Great to whom?  

In many churches today, the people of the world are just as comfortable as they 

are at a concert by their favorite artist.  That’s because these churches have been 

‘manufactured’ to appear alive in order to attract attention from the world around 

them.  So because these churches are so friendly and comfortable for the world, they 

get a reputation for being alive.   

I listened to a sermon on the church at Sardis by Voddie Baucham.  The sermon 

was called: “Southern Baptists at Sardis.”  All I could say after listening to this 

sermon was, WOW!  Sadly, many churches have done more in recent years to be 

appealing to the world than they have to win sinners from the world to Christ!  It 

was around that same time my wife, Kathy, told me she saw a Facebook post where 

a church was offering free T-Shirts for first time guests.  Really?  How about offering 

the true gospel for first time guests?   



John MacArthur said it well when he described the modern church movement. He 

said, “In this movement, the Church sanctifies the culture as if it is legitimate and it 

says, ‘If we're going to reach these people, we've got to become like these people.’”  

MacArthur goes on to say: “These so-called alive churches are unwilling to take the 

clear statement of scripture and confront the culture.  Instead, they let the culture 

define what Christianity should be.”   

Here is the truth concerning any church: If a church is not filled with LIVING 

saints who are being and doing what they are called to be and do, that church is 

dead!  If it does not possess or exhibit the true life of Christ, it is built for perception 

and appeal. If it does now possess and hold and defend the doctrine of Christ, it 

shows itself to be devoid of Christ.  This certainly describes the church in Sardis.  It 

was either abandoning true doctrine (the faith), which was the life that made it the 

Church, or it was catering to the very world that hated and persecuted it.  That is, it 

was becoming friends of a world that it was actually called to confront with the life 

changing truth of the gospel.  Perhaps, it was doing both.  That is why it makes 

perfect sense for Jesus to say to this church: “Your works are not complete; you 

haven’t followed through with what you have received and heard - the gospel.”  

Indeed, this church no longer held that the gospel confronts sinners and then saves 

them.  Also, it no longer held to the truth that, when the gospel saves sinners, it 

takes them out of the world and puts them in Christ.  It calls them to come out of the 

world and be separate; it never tells them to conform to the world and to make the 

world comfortable.   

This is why I hate to hear churches today being described exciting or their 

meetings being described with phrases such as ‘great worship’ and an ‘awesome 

experience.’ These kinds of descriptions tell me everything I need to know.  They tell 

me that their church is really about them, not about Christ and the gospel.   

Thankfully though, in these kinds of churches, there are still people who truly 

know Jesus.  So even if a church is dead, like was the case for church at Sardis, is it 

not beyond recovery.  Revelation 3:4 says, “Yet, you have still a few names in Sardis, 

people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk with me in white, for 

they are worthy.”  This tells us that in the church in Sardis, which was a dead and 

incomplete church, there were some living saints who had not allowed themselves to 



be affected by what had stained everyone else.  They had not been sucked into that 

worldly philosophy that grows huge artificial churches.  They had not abandoned 

Christ. They had not abandoned His life and His gospel.  They had not adopted the 

philosophy that accommodates all beliefs as being valid.   

These saints were still trying to live and teach the gospel that both saves and 

changes sinners.  They did not accommodate the things that make the world 

comfortable.  They were the true saints because, in verse 4 above, Jesus said that 

they “will walk with Him in white,” i.e., they will share His glory and enjoy His 

presence forever.  Indeed, there were true saints in Sardis who were a part of the 

true Church. Therefore, with living saints within, this dead church could actually be 

revived.  This is why Jesus said in, Revelation 3:2, “Wake up, and strengthen what 

remains and is about to die.”  

This is great news because ‘dead’ does not mean irreversibly dead.  Since Jesus 

still had people in this church, it could be revived!   Revelation 3:3 tells us how this 

could occur. This verse says, “Remember, then, what you received and heard. Keep 

it, and repent.”  This is what true revival is all about!  It is not just a revival meeting 

where there is a guest preacher who has five suits and ten sermons and who comes 

to preach for a week.  Rather, true revival brings repentance and life.  Therefore, a 

dead or dying church must acknowledge its death and return to One who gives life – 

period!  It must remember what it had received, which is the good news that Jesus 

lived, died, rose from the dead, ascended to heaven and intercedes for His people. 

This is the gospel that gives life and in which the true Church lives!   

So a church must keep holding on to the gospel.  It must obey what it teaches.  It 

must be doers of the Word it has received; it must live in loving obedience to the 

Savior who loved it and gave Himself for it.  Indeed, it must live in Christ alone, the 

One who is the only true life.  This is why John 1:4 says, “In Him was life.”  This is 

also why 1 John 5:12 says, “He who has the Son has THE life.”  Christ gives this life 

by way of the New Birth and very simply put, if one is not living this life, he is 

spiritually dead. 

Here are some relevant-to-our-time symptoms of a dead church: (1) when it’s all 

about the comforts of the world; (2) when it is structure to attract and accommodate 

the world; (3) when it places society’s current view of social justice above true 



righteousness; (4) when it abandons the truth of the gospel it first held.  However, 

when a church repents of these sins and remembers how it came to be a church in 

the first place, it will be revived by the power of Christ!  This is why Jesus told the 

people in the church at Sardis that they must strengthen what remains, remember 

the gospel that brought salvation to them, and return to Christ and His gospel.   

But what if a church refuses to do these things?  We have already read in 

Revelation 3:2 that Jesus said to the church in Sardis: “I will come like a thief.”  The 

meaning of these words can be seen in the following realities in today’s world:           

(1) In New England, there are dozens of former church buildings that are now 

apartment complexes and other kinds of facilities.  (2)  In England some old church 

buildings have been converted into mosques.  It is not that the buildings mean 

anything, in themselves, but that there were once thriving churches in them.  Let’s 

not let that happen in any church! 

 

6.  Little Power but an Open Door. 

In Revelation 3:7 – 13, we read: “And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 

write: “The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, who 

opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. ‘I know your works. 

Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know that 

you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my 

name. Behold, I will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are 

Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your 

feet, and they will learn that I have loved you. Because you have kept my word 

about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the 

whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what 

you have, so that no one may seize your crown. The one who conquers, I will make 

him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on 

him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 

which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. He who 

has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”  

Doesn’t this letter to the church in Philadelphia give us a breath of fresh air?  In  

fact, it was what every church SHOULD be!  Therefore, let’s note some things 



concerning this alive-church.  Verse 8 says that it had little power. That statement 

can be taken the wrong way because it was actually a powerful church.  It could also 

mean that it was perceived as being small and weak (unlike the way the world 

perceived the church in Sardis).  Or, it could mean that it was weakened in spirit and 

as well as being physically weakened by the persecution it constantly faced.   Note 

that verse 9 says that the synagogue of Satan was there, which as we have seen, were 

those who claimed to be Jews but were not, and who also persecuted the church.   

It could be that both of these are true, i.e., it was both perceived as a small church 

with little influence and was worn out by tribulations they had experienced.  But this 

is clear:  The church in Philadelphia was not a weak church!  It was strong because it 

was faithful to the Word and to the name of Christ.  This is found in verse 8, which 

says, “You have kept my word and have not denied my name.”  In this verse, Jesus 

is referring to the church’s response to persecution from the synagogue of Satan and 

the Roman Empire.  It held fast to the faith and kept the Word of Christ.  It was not 

like the church in Sardis, which did not remain faithful to Him.  It kept the Word of 

Christ! 

Not only was the church in Philadelphia faithful to the Word, it was engaged in 

some significant work for Christ.  In fact, Jesus began His message to it by saying 

that He had the ‘key of David’ and had given it an open door. (verse 8) The Key of 

David is symbolic for the key to the eternal kingdom of God.  This is similar to what 

Jesus said to His disciples in Matthew 16:18 – 19.  These verses say, “And I tell you, 

you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not 

prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever 

you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 

be loosed in heaven.”  This passage is about the success of a church as it spreads the 

gospel.  I think the same thing is meant in Revelation 3:8, in which Jesus said that He 

had put an open door before them (in front of them), a door which no man could 

shut.  As we saw three times in Paul’s letters, an open door in scripture refers to an 

opportunity for ministry.  Each time Paul was referring to an opportunity to preach 

the gospel.   

Don’t miss this great lesson from Jesus: He does big things with small, suffering 

and faithful packages!  But not only that, He makes great promises to His faithful 



and fruitful churches. One promise is found in Revelation 3:9, which says, “Behold, I 

will make those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, 

but lie—behold, I will make them come and bow down before your feet, and they 

will learn that I have loved you.”   Jesus is telling this church that those Jews who 

were troubling them will one day bow down before it!  They will know that this 

church in Philadelphia belonged to Him and that He loved it!  By the way, this is 

consistent with the promises made later in the book, which proclaim that the saints 

will reign with Christ. That means the unbelieving world that remains in the 

kingdom of Christ will bow in subjection to the saints who reign with Jesus. Isn’t it 

encouraging that, even though faithful saints are always in danger of persecution, 

Christ’s promise is ALWAYS greater than the threats and suffering in this world?  

The people of this world may trouble us as God’s Church now, but we will reign 

over them in the Kingdom of Christ.   

Now look at another amazing promise Christ made to the church in Philadelphia, 

which is found in Revelation 3:10.  In this verse, He said, “Because you have kept my 

word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming 

on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.”  Some interpreters have 

used this verse as an argument for a pre-tribulation rapture.  However, according to 

Jesus, the Great Tribulation is the period of persecution by Antichrist.  And that 

persecution doesn’t affect the whole world; it affects only Israel and the saints.   

We will deal with that when we come to those passages that speak of great 

tribulation.  What verse 10 is actually referring to is the hour (the period of time) 

when God pours out HIS judgments on the entire world.    

It is absolutely clear that Jesus is saying, by its faithfulness and perseverance, and 

even though it is small and insignificant, the church at Philadelphia proved to be 

HIS church.  The promise is that He will deliver His Church from the day of God’s 

wrath that will come on the whole world.  What else needs to be said?  Those who 

keep the word of Christ, who faithfully bear His name, who do the work of Christ 

when He opens the door, these are His true people.  They will be rewarded as His 

true people and escape the wrath of God to come. 

Now what is a church like the church in Philadelphia to do?  It is to keep doing 

what it has been doing and keep holding to what it already has.  We can see this in 



Revelation 3:11, when Jesus said: “I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so 

that no one may seize your crown.”  The crown for believers is a reward they will 

receive – something the church in Philadelphia already possessed.  Indeed, they 

already had their reward!  So Jesus wasn’t telling them to change anything. They 

were doing well; they already had the crown.  The apostle Paul also wrote about 

what was being stored up for God’s people in glory.  We read of this in 2 Timothy 

4:7 – 8, which says, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 

kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 

the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but 

also to all who have loved his appearing.” This verse is an encouragement for us to 

hold on and keep on.  We then will receive our reward, like this beautiful, faithful 

church at Philadelphia. 

We now come to the last of Jesus’ letters to the seven churches, which is letter to 

the church in the city of Laodicea. 

    

7.  Pursue fulfillment in Christ, not in what the world offers. 

The church in Laodicea is well-known.  In fact, one of the most quoted verses in 

the Bible is from Jesus’ letter to this church. You will recognize that verse as we read 

Revelation 3:14 – 22.  “And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words 

of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God’s creation. I know 

your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, 

because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my 

mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing 

that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from 

me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you 

may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to 

anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, 

so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my 

voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also 

conquered and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him 

hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”  



Verse 20 is the very-well-known verse we often used in evangelism.  And the 

truth is, if we understand the condition of the Laodicean church, we know that 

evangelism is a proper use of this verse.  Why?  Because, as we will see, the 

Laodicean church did not believe that it really needed Christ.  Jesus rebuked this 

church for being lukewarm.  What does it mean to be lukewarm as a church?  In our 

vernacular, to be lukewarm means to be: neutral; unaffected; indecisive; uncertain; 

disinterested.  However, it was something much worse than that as you will see!   

Before we move into the text, let’s look at some facts concerning the city of 

Laodicea.  The following facts will enable us to understand some of what Jesus said 

to this church:  

(1)  Laodicea was one of the major cities of Asia when the Book of Revelation was 

written.    

(2) It was a very rich city in that it was the center for banking in the Asian Minor. 

We can compare it to Charlotte, North Carolina, which is a banking-center in the 

Southeastern part of United States.   

(3)  Since it was on the main road from the west to the east, travelers had to pass 

through it and would often exchange money as they did.  

(3) It was the leading source of a type of black wool that was very desirable for 

expensive garments.  

(4) It was an important medical city and had a medicine that was used for eye-

ailments. (Some historians think was an ointment; others, that it was a powder. )   

(5) It was so rich that, when an earthquake leveled the city in the first century, it 

refused the help of the Roman government to rebuild.   

(6) Even though it was a thriving city, it lacked a good local water supply and 

thus its water had to be piped in.  Some historians think this water came from the 

city of Hieropolis, which was five miles to its north; others from what is the modern 

city of Denizli, which was five miles to its south.  Here, however, was the case for 

this city’s water supply:  The waters from Hieropolis started from a hot spring. In 

fact, it was well known in the empire for its therapeutic hot water baths.  When the 

water from Hieropolis reached Laodicea, it was lukewarm.  Now twelve miles or so 

east of Laodicea was the city of Colossae, which got its water as it flowed from 

Mount Cadmus.  This water ran into a gorge and flowed into a cave near Colossae.  



So its water was pure, clear and cold.  The city of Laodicea wanted to get Colossae’s 

water, for some reason, it looks as though they never got it.   

These facts about Laodicea will help us understand why Jesus uses the 

terminology that we encounter in this passage.  That is, we will see why He uses the 

words: hot, cold and lukewarm, eye salve and clothing.   

Sadly, many Bible students have badly missed the correct interpretation of the 

message to the church at Laodicea.  They say that it concerns different levels of life 

as it relates to Christ.  That is, a cold person represents those who are not Christians; 

a hot person represents a Christian who is spirit-filled (some would say on fire); a 

lukewarm person represents a Christian who is carnal or driven by fleshly desires.  

This interpretation may sound reasonable, but it is not what Jesus meant when he 

used the terms hot, cold and lukewarm.  He used these terms to indicate whether the 

water is useful or not.  So the matter for the church at Laodicea was this: Was it 

useful or not?   

Now let’s look at verse 15 and notice that it begins with: “I know your works.”  

What did their works indicate about them as a church?  The answer is in verse 15: 

“You are neither cold nor hot.” Then Jesus said: “Would that you were either cold or 

hot!”  Was He saying, as some think, that He would prefer them to be on fire for 

Him or to be completely lost, with no in-betweens allowed?  No! When you think 

about it, both cold water and hot water are useful – the former is refreshing to drink 

and revitalizing on a hot day; the latter is useful for a bath or therapy, as it was in 

the city of Hieropolis.  Hot water could also be used to make coffee or tea, to wash 

clothes, to dye clothes, etc.  So cold is good. Hot is good. But what about water that 

is lukewarm?  

Here is what Jesus is telling us in verse 15: Cold water, like what was found in 

Colossae, is good; hot water, like was found in Hierapolis is also good.  But 

lukewarm water is useful for almost nothing.  This is why Jesus said that, if one 

drinks lukewarm water, it will be spit out.  The Greek word here for spit out is 

‘emeso’ and literally means to spit out with disgust or to vomit.  Jesus is saying, if 

the church is lukewarm, He will spit it out in with contempt!   

So the really important question is: What does it mean to be lukewarm as a 

professing Christian or a church?  Jesus answers this question in verse 17 by saying: 



“For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you 

are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked.  Notice Jesus used the word “For.” 

The most common meaning of ‘for’ is ‘because.’  So this church was worthless to 

Jesus BECAUSE it was fully satisfied without Him. It was full of people who were 

lukewarm toward Jesus, thinking they had everything they needed apart from Him. 

This sounds a lot like American Christianity today.  Remember that Laodicea was 

a rich city and evidently, instead of suffering like other churches suffered, it actually 

shared and enjoyed the prosperity of the city.  But what’s wrong with that?  Well, it 

is completely contrary to what Jesus said would mark His faithful followers. The 

heart of His people should not be on the world or the things of the world.  Rather, 

their (our) hearts must be focused on treasures of Heaven.  That’s what awaits us as 

Jesus said in Luke 12:32: “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom.”  This verse gives us the right perspective on what our life in 

Christ is all about.  It tells us this: God will give us His Kingdom in full!  But then, 

Jesus goes on and says, “Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide 

yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that 

does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. For where your 

treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  Isn’t this about as convicting a passage as 

we could ever read?  Many of us who live in nice houses and drive newer vehicles 

and eat whatever we desire and find our satisfaction in those things do not know 

what sincere and abiding faith is all about!   

What is it that makes a person truly rich, the things of the world or the things 

pertaining to the kingdom of God?  Remember that the church at Smyrna was poor 

but Jesus said it was actually rich because of its abiding faith.  To say it was rich is 

not hyperbole; it was an actual reality because the Father was giving it, and us, His 

entire kingdom! But look at what Jesus said about the Laodicean church. In 

Revelation 3:18, He said it was: wretched (spiritually miserable); pitiable (worthy of 

the pity of others); poor (literally: beggarly, i.e., they possessed a lot but they really 

had nothing at all; blind (comes from a word that means to be enveloped in smoke 

and thus unable to see); and naked (either stark naked or ill-dressed for an 

occasion).  But worse than their actual condition was how they saw themselves.  

That is, they were miserable but didn’t feel badly; they were pitiful but thought that 



all was well; they had more than they needed but didn’t know what they lacked; 

they had perfect eyesight but could not see the truth about themselves; they had the 

finest of the world’s clothing but were ill-dressed to stand before God.   

Sadly, the condition of the church in Laodicea is common for many who have 

called themselves God’s people throughout history .  For example, the following 

from Hosea 12:8 is the prophet’s rebuke of the Northern Kingdom of Israel: 

“Ephraim has said, “Ah, but I am rich; I have found wealth for myself; in all my 

labors they cannot find in me iniquity or sin.”” But God found them to be full of 

iniquity and sin and thus sent them to exile in Assyria.  Another example is when 

Paul confronted the Corinthians with their self-satisfied, even self-glorifying 

attitudes.  In 1 Corinthians 4:7, he wrote: “For who sees anything different in you? 

What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you 

boast as if you did not receive it?” Paul was saying that they were acting as though 

what they had received by grace was something they had acquired for themselves.   

He also gave this cutting sarcasm to them in verse 8: “Already you have all you 

want! Already you have become rich! Without us you have become kings! And 

would that you did reign, so that we might share the rule with you!”   Sometimes 

Paul would use sarcasm when was deserved!  So, in essence, he was saying to the 

Corinthians: “Do you think you have become rich and rule as kings. Well, I wish you 

WERE (sarcasm), then I could share in these things with you!”  But they weren’t! 

Here, Paul was telling them that everything they possessed was by the grace of God 

through Christ and by Christ – period!  

We must understand that, when a church is self-sufficient, it is gone; it is just 

humanism and the world wrapped in the name of Jesus.  In fact, things were so bad 

in the Laodicean church that, unlike the other churches, it did not even have a 

remnant of true believers.  There were not even a few people who had not stained 

their garments as was the case in the church in Sardis.  Indeed, there was no true 

Church left in this church.  

Here is where we need to see something important.  We need to see the heart of 

Jesus.  And we see His heart in Revelation 3:18, which says, “I counsel you to buy 

from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that 

you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and 



salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see.”  Jesus is saying this to the Laodicean 

church: “Since you still wear my name, let’s make your profession real!  You need 

the wealth I give, even though it may lead you through suffering (gold that is 

refined by fire). Persecution and trials that come teach my people to fully trust me - 

and that sincere faith is gold.  You need the clothing I provide, MY righteousness 

(Yours is as filthy rags).  The righteousness I will give you is complete and 

eternal.  The white garments (righteousness) I give you will cover your shame. You 

need the eye salve that I alone can give you so that you can see the truth. This is not 

the eye salve that makes you and your city rich but will make you see as I see and so 

you will see and follow me.  Come to me and be converted; come and be saved; 

come and be changed; come and receive the wealth, clothing and healing you really 

need.”   

In Revelation 3:19 – 20, Jesus goes on and says: “Those whom I love, I reprove and 

discipline, so be zealous and repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone 

hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he 

with me.” In this verse, Jesus is saying to the church in Laodicea: “You need ME!  

And if you will have me, I will come and satisfy you!  This is your call; repent and 

come to me!”   As you see, verse 20 really IS an evangelistic message because this 

church was satisfied with itself and thus was a church in name only.  Certainly it 

started as the real thing.  In fact, it was probably one of Paul’s churches because he 

mentions it in his letter to the Colossians.   However, it was no longer a church.  This 

is why Jesus called it to return to Him.  This is something the Church in America 

needs to hear today! 

We have now studied all seven churches that are found in the Book of Revelation.  

Did you see yourself in any of the letters that were sent to them?  Also, did you see 

your own church?  

You may have noticed that, as we walked through the letters to these churches, I 

left out the last thing that Jesus said to each of them.  We have already seen that He 

started each letter with the words: “I Know.”  He also ended each letter with the 

words: “To him who overcomes/conquers.”  And then He gave specific promises to 

those who do become overcomers.  But what does it mean to be an overcomer?  As 

we have previously said, in Greek, the word for overcome is ‘nikao’, which means to 



be victorious, i.e., to win.  So who are the overcomers?  Who are the winners?  Are 

they super-saints?  Are they Christians who go above and beyond the call of duty?  

The answer is ‘No’ to each of these questions.   

Let’s look at what 1 John 5:4 – 5 tells us concerning who are the overcomers.  

These verses say, “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. 

And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that 

overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?”  

These verses tell us that there is a two-fold answer to the question, “Who are the 

overcomers?”  First, whoever is born of God overcomes the world. Second, he who 

believes that Jesus is the Son of God overcomes the world.  So we can see that being 

an overcomer is not about being a super saint.  The overcomers are the saints - the 

saints are the overcomers. The overcomers are the true Church.  So the promise of 

being overcomers that is at the end of each of the seven letters is not about medals of 

honor given for extraordinary feats.  It is also not that the God of grace calls us to 

earn what He alone can give.  Absolutely not!  The promise of being overcomes is for 

all saints in every church – no matter what is the condition of that church.   

Let’s now consider the promises that were given to each of the seven churches:  

(1) Jesus told the church in Ephesus that overcomers will eat from the tree of life. 

Again, is this a promise of some kind of super-Christian reward?  No, because 

Revelation 22:14 tells us that ALL of the saints will eat and enjoy the fruit of that 

tree.                                                                                                                                   

(2) Jesus told the church in Smyrna that overcomers shall not be hurt by the 

second death.  In Revelation 21:8, we learn that the second death is the judgment of 

the wicked and unbelievers in hell. Hell was not prepared for God’s saints!   

(3)  Jesus told the church in Pergamum that overcomers will have hidden manna 

to eat and possess a white stone with a name on it.  It is obvious that hidden manna 

refers to Jesus and His life because in John 6:35, He said, “I am the bread of life.”  

And regarding receiving a white stone, it is interesting that the participants in the  

Roman games all competed for honor. The winners earned the right to attend the 

victors (overcomers) banquet.  It is said that they were granted entry into this 

banquet because they had been given a white stone with their name on it.  We read 

in Revelation 19:6 - 7 that there is going to be a banquet where only the Bride of 



Christ is invited.  We who belong to Him are His bride and, because we ARE 

overcomers, we have our tickets to His banquet.   

(4) Jesus told the church at Thyatira that He would give them both power over the 

nations and the morning star.  Again, does this mean that those who will rule with 

Christ belong to a special class of Christians?   No, because Revelation 20:4 says that 

those who are resurrected with Christ will reign with Him for 1,000 years.  The 

prophet, Daniel, tells us this regarding this time: “The kingdom and dominion, and 

the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people, 

the saints of the Most High.” (See Daniel 7.)  What about the ‘morning star?’  

Revelation 22:16 says that the morning star refers to Christ Himself.  All the saints 

possess Him and thus His light is in them.   

(5) Jesus told the church in Sardis that overcomers will be clothed in white 

garments; He will not blot out their names from the Book of Life; and He will 

confess their names before His Father and before the angels.  In Revelation 19:8, we 

learn that all the saints will be dressed in fine linen before God.  Their names are 

written in the Book of life forever because they are God’s elect.  Recall that Jesus said 

that if we confess His name before men, He will confess us before His Father.   

(6) Jesus told the Philadelphian church that overcomers will be a pillar in the 

temple of God.  Also, he told this church that its people will never leave God’s 

temple and that they will have the name of God and the city of God written on 

them.  Note that Revelation 21:3 says, And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, 

"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 

shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.”  God’s people 

are His saints; they are His possession; they will dwell in His presence forever.  

What a promise from God to all of the saints! 

(7) Jesus told the Laodicean church that overcomers will sit with Him on His 

throne.  Look what Revelation 20 tells us.  “Blessed and holy is he who has part in 

the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no power, but they shall be 

priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.” 

You see? Overcomers are not super-saints because God’s promises are for ALL of 

His people who possess eternal life and demonstrate that they possess it by living 

that life and being His faithful Church.   



Jesus’ message to His Church, as the events of the end-time began to unfold, was 

this: Be the Church; serve in love; endure to the end; walk in righteousness; walk in 

truth; live the life God gives you; be faithful in ministry; be satisfied only in Christ!  



Revelation Chapter 4 - God is on His Throne 

                                                                                                                        

In Revelation 1, Jesus told John he would see the things that are (found in the 

message to the seven churches) and the things to come.  Revelation 4 is the divider 

between what is now and what is to come. Beginning with the end of chapter 1 and 

going through the end of chapter 3, we saw the church in its current life (things that 

are).  Then in chapter 5, we see the preparation for the unfolding of what is to come 

in chapters 6 and following (things to come).  So, chapter 4, which concerns the 

vision of God sitting on His throne, is the dividing line between these two parts of 

the Book of Revelation.  Chapter 4, verse 1 says, “After this I looked, and behold, a 

door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking to me 

like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after 

this.”” (See chapter 1:10 - 11,13.) 

What is the significance of the vision in chapter 4?  How does it help us 

understand what we have already seen and what we are going to see?  First, it tells 

us what the rest of this book is about. The rest of the book is about things that must 

take place after this; ‘this’ referring to the time of the Church on earth.  Second, it 

tells us this truth: God is God!  Revelation 4:2 says, “At once I was in the Spirit, and 

behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.” This is a vision 

because John says that he was in the Spirit just as he was in chapter 1 when he also 

saw a vision of Christ.  But regardless of the nature of what John saw, it clearly 

means this: There is a throne in heaven and God is on it! 

What is the significance of this throne?  A throne is not where a king sleeps or eats 

or rests.  It is the place where he conducts his official business.  Laws are decreed, 

judgments are made, and favors are granted from the throne.  These are also the 

kinds of things decreed from God’s throne in the Book of Revelation.  Both the 

blessing of His people and the judgment against the wicked proceed from the 

Throne of God.  So the throne is important!  It is the seat of God’s authority, and it is 

by His authority that His blessing and judgments come. Therefore, we know that 

what is coming on the world and what is coming to us is not accidental.  It is  the 

fulfillment of the purposes of God that He has determined from eternity. The 



Sovereign of the universe, who sits on the throne of heaven has decided; He has 

determined!  He has decreed “what must take place after this.” 

What was the throne like? What was God like? What or who was around the 

throne? What was happening there?   

First, we see the One who is on the throne in verse 3. “And he who sat there had 

the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that 

had the appearance of an emerald.”    Since God is invisible, He actually does not 

have any form or color, but in John’s vision He has an appearance of jasper and 

carnelian (or sardius).  The two main views concerning jasper are that it is either, a 

diamond or an undefined gemstone. Most interpreters think it is a diamond since it 

is the purest and most valuable of all minerals.  The other appearance of God was 

carnelian, or some translations say ‘sardius,’ which was blood red. The end of verse 

3 says that, around the throne, was a rainbow that had the appearance of an 

emerald.  The word ‘rainbow’ doesn’t mean a full rainbow with all of its colors 

because this one has one color. So ‘rainbow’ most likely refers to its shape - the 

shape of a bow.   

There are a lot of views concerning what is meant by the words jasper and 

carnelian.  Some say that the word jasper indicates the perfection of God and 

carnelian represents the judgment of God.  Others say that these colors together 

signify royalty.  Or maybe they are just meant to be a display of the awesomeness of 

God – like the other things we see in 4:5. “From the throne came flashes of lightning, 

and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were burning seven 

torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God, and before the throne there was as 

it were a sea of glass, like crystal.” 

Ezekiel had a similar vision of God and described some of the same things.  He 

saw a sea of crystal, which he called an awesome crystal.  He saw fire and brightness 

and amber and he heard sounds like thunder.  He said it left him in awe of the one 

he saw - and caused him to fall on his face in worship.  Ezekiel 1:26-28 says, “And 

above the expanse over their heads there was the likeness of a throne, in appearance 

like sapphire; and seated above the likeness of a throne was a likeness with a human 

appearance. And upward from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were 

gleaming metal, like the appearance of fire enclosed all around. And downward 



from what had the appearance of his waist I saw as it were the appearance of fire, 

and there was brightness around him. Like the appearance of the bow that is in the 

cloud on the day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness all around. Such 

was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. And when I saw it, I 

fell on my face, and I heard the voice of one speaking.” 

All of these descriptions are for the purpose of leaving us in awe of the One who 

sits of the throne.  What John and Ezekiel described were not earthly phenomena 

because there are no kings on earth who shine like jasper and carnelian.  Their 

thrones do not emit lightning and thunder and their thrones are not sitting on a sea 

of crystal and surrounded by rainbows.  This vision was given to show the glory and 

awesomeness and authority of God on His throne. The vision may have more 

significance that that, but it is not revealed in scripture, so we leave that as mystery.  

Now note verse 4 concerning the elders who were around the throne.  “Around 

the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four 

elders, clothed in white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.  “These elders 

are important because they are all mentioned throughout the Book of Revelation.  

Note these things about the elders from verse 4: (1) There are 24 elders on 24 

thrones, which are lesser thrones surrounding the throne of God.  This speaks of 

their God-given authority.  (2) They are called elders, which also speaks of authority 

or position in the heavenly realm.  (3) These elders are clothed in white garments, 

which ALWAYS stand for righteousness and holiness in Scripture.  (4) They had 

golden crowns on their heads.  The word ‘crown’ does not refer to a diadem, which 

is the crown of a king.  Instead, it is ‘stephanos’ in Greek, which was the crown 

awarded to someone for a victory or an accomplishment.  

Some say these elders represent the church. They say that the rapture of the 

church has already occurred at this point in the Book of Revelation because the 

elders or leaders of the church are already seated in a place of authority.  They cite 

Matthew 19 where Jesus told His disciples that, “in the new world, when the Son of 

Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on 

twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.”  There are two problems with 

this interpretation. First, there are 12 disciples but 24 elders here. Who are the other 



12? And also, this is not the new world. The kingdom of Christ and the new Heaven 

and earth come about quite some time after this.  

We can also say that these elders are not the Church because there are only 24 of 

them compared to the scene around God’s throne in chapter 7.  Revelation 7:9 - 12 

says, “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their 

hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on 

the throne, and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels were standing around the throne 

and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces 

before the throne and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and 

wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever 

and ever! Amen.’” In this passage we see the Church WITH the angels and the 24 

elders around the throne of God.  However, we do not see this in chapter 4.   

Furthermore, in chapter 5, the elders sing about the redeemed people of God.  But 

in the better manuscripts, they are singing in the ‘third person’ instead of the ‘first 

person.’  Revelation 5:9 - 10 says, “And they sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are 

you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood 

you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 

the earth.’”  

So if the 24 elders are not the church or the apostles, who are they?  Hebrews 8 

and 9 tells us that the things given to Israel for the worship of God on earth were 

copies of heavenly things.  Likewise, according to 1 Chronicles 24, David arranged 

the priests in the kingdom as God commanded him. It tells us that David arranged 

the priests in 24 groups, each with a leader or an elder.  David put these structures in 

place according to the Word of God. In 1 Chronicles 28:19 we read, "All this," said 

David, "the LORD made me understand in writing, by His hand upon me, all the 

works of these plans.” What we see in Revelation 5 are these 24 elders having harps 

and holdings bowls of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  They are 

fulfilling the role of priests in worship and intercession.  So it seems that these elders 

are the leaders of the heavenly priesthood that the earthly priesthood is copied after.  



In John’s vision they carry out worship as priests, and they raise the prayers of the 

saints before the throne of God - a priestly work.   

Next there are seven spirits, which we have already seen in chapter 1:4 - 5.  We 

saw how this is clearly a reference to the third person of the Trinity - the Holy Spirit.  

How is it clear? Because the seven spirits are said to have grace to give along with 

the Father and the Son.  “John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you 

and peace from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven 

spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.”  This is clearly a Trinitarian 

statement.  But why “the seven spirits” before God’s throne?  Because the number 

seven speaks to the perfection and the completeness of the work of the Holy Spirit.   

Next, in verses 6 – 8, were four living creatures.  “And before the throne there was 

as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of the 

throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the first living 

creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature 

with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight. 8 And the 

four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and 

within, and day and night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God 

Almighty, who was and is and is to come!””  

These four creatures are living.  And they are created beings (creatures).  Each of 

the four has a different face.  They each have six wings.  They are full of eyes.  And 

they worship God without ceasing.  Who are these four living creatures? They are 

Seraphim, which are only mentioned by name in Isaiah 6:1 - 3 which says, “In the 

year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 

and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him stood the seraphim. Each had 

six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with 

two he flew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of 

hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”” The living creatures John saw are 

Seraphim because they have six wings and they are worshipping and their worship 

is almost identical, i.e., by crying out “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  These living beings are 

mentioned 13 times throughout the Revelation in very significant roles as we will 

see. 



Next, note what happens around the throne of God in verse 9 - 10 - Worship!!!  

“And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is 

seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down 

before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. 

They cast their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and 

God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your 

will they existed and were created.””  

The four Seraphim never cease proclaiming Holy, Holy, Holy.  This is constant 

and every time they praise the one the throne, the 24 elders fall down before Him 

who is seated on the throne and worship Him who lives forever and ever. They cast 

their crowns before the throne, saying, “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to 

receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 

existed and were created.”  This passage says that they do not tire in their worship 

of God. They keep doing it.  It is perfectly reasonable to think that they have 

worshipped God from the day of their creation.   

This is great encouragement for us!   There is contentment in the worship of 

heaven!   God is so great - and these beings are so content in their purpose that they 

never cease worshipping the one on the throne.  The One who is seated on the 

throne is so great – so full of glory – so full of splendor – that there is not any 

reservation, or resistance, or rest in the worship He receives.  This gives us a model 

for our lives!  People wonder what we will do forever in the presence of God. We 

will happily fulfil our purposes in the presence of God as we worship Him before 

His throne.   

This really seals the first point:  The authority of God is not in question!  He is on 

the throne and beings higher and greater than us serve Him and worship Him.  We 

should also worship Him because He is glorious.  He is surrounded by glory.  He is 

worshipped by awesome beings who recognize and praise His glory.  And He is on 

His throne ready to bring about the consummation of everything.  How do we know 

this?  Revelation 5:1 says, “Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on 

the throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals.”  What 

does a king do from his throne?  He issues decrees and judgments.   In this scroll are 

those decrees and judgments - written and sealed in a scroll.  Remember John was 



told: “Come up here and I will show you what must place after this.” (4:1) This is not 

a divine premonition; it is a divine declaration in that God has declared the end from 

the beginning, and this scroll contains that declaration, His decrees ready to be 

executed!  

  



Revelation Chapter 5 - The Lion and the Lamb with the Scroll 

 

In chapter 4, we saw God on His throne, which is the seat of His government.   He 

rules all of His creation from His throne.  Now chapter 5 introduces something new 

to the scene.  We see the One on the throne holding a scroll in his right hand. 

Revelation 5:1 says, “Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the 

throne a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals.”  In biblical 

literature, the right hand of God signifies His power.  Therefore, the message here is,  

what God has written WILL be accomplished!  God’s will SHALL be done in earth 

as it is in heaven!   

The big question is this: What is this scroll?  There are dozens of ideas about what 

this scroll is.  But I think it’s very clear that this scroll contains  God’s decree of what 

is to come.  I say that because of the context.  Remember what the voice speaking in 

Chapter 1 and 4 (voice of Jesus) said to John.  He said: “Come up here and I will 

show you what must take place after this.”  ‘After this’ refers to the previous 

chapters where Jesus was speaking directly to His Church through the letters to 

seven churches in that day.  Those chapters concern ‘this time,’ which is the time we 

are in today.  But the time marker “after this” points us to what follows.  So reason 

dictates that the scroll is God’s decree of what is to come, and that’s what we will see 

as the seals are opened in chapter 6.  Indeed, the things to come are revealed!  And 

the scroll is complete!  God has spoken! That’s why it is written inside and back.  

Nothing else remains to be written in addition to what is already written in it.  

The scroll is sealed seven times.  This indicates the seven distinct decrees to be 

executed.  One process of writing in a scroll was like this was, A decree would be 

written; The scroll would be rolled past that point and sealed with wax; then, the 

next decree would be written and sealed. This would happen until the final decree is 

written and sealed.  After this, the king would hand the scroll to one of his agents - 

and that agent would carry out what is written in the scroll.  So step by step, seal by 

seal, the king’s decrees would be executed until all was fulfilled.   

This brings us to the next question. “Who is the agent who will open the seals and 

execute what God has decreed?”  That was also the question in heaven. Verses 2 – 4 

say, “And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, ‘Who is worthy to 



open the scroll and break its seals?’ And no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it, and I began to weep loudly 

because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it.”  This is an 

awesome scene and, from every appearance, it is a big deal in heaven. It seems like 

there is great expectation regarding what is in this scroll.  And not just in heaven, 

John also was weeping loudly. Why?   Because he and everybody in heaven knew 

something of what was in this scroll.  I think the contents of the scroll concerned the 

long-expected Day of the Lord which commences as the scroll is opened (Chapter 6).    

The Day of the Lord is when Christ gathers His people, rescues us out of this 

world, and then executes His judgement upon the world.  Paul wrote of this day in 2 

Thessalonians 2:1 - 2, which says, “Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be 

quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 

seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.” By the 

grammatical construction in this passage, Paul was equating the coming of Christ 

and our being gathered (raptured) with the event called the Day of the Lord.   

Next to the first coming of Christ, the Day of the Lord may be the most 

anticipated event in scripture - even all the way back to the days of Adam.  Jude 1:14 

- 15 says this about the day of the Lord: “It was also about these that Enoch, the 

seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten 

thousands of his holy ones, to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly 

of all their deeds of ungodliness that they have committed in such an ungodly way, 

and of all the harsh things that ungodly sinners have spoken against him.’”   This 

comes from the Book of Enoch, which was considered as a helpful writing by the 

Jews but was never adopted as scripture.  But we know at least part of it is real 

because Jude actually quotes from it - and attributes it to Enoch, the seventh from 

Adam - and who was also the great grandfather of Noah.  Enoch was born 720 years 

after the creation of Adam and lived to be 900 years old.  This gives some 

perspective because Enoch wrote about the Day of the Lord while Adam was still 

living!   

After Enoch, almost all of the Old Testament prophets spoke about the Day of the 

Lord, usually as a warning to the wicked.  Even John the Baptist, the last Old 



Testament prophet, warned the religious leaders about it when he said, “Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath that is to come?” (Luke 3:7)  Jesus, Paul, Peter 

and Jude spoke about the Day of the Lord.  So, other than the first coming of Christ, 

this is the most expected event in scripture. Now if men knew about it and looked 

for it and longed for it, you can be assured that heaven knew about it and expected 

it.  This is why, in our text, heaven seemed so expectant of the Day of the Lord.  

In John’s vision, that day had come!  All they needed was an agent to open the 

scroll and execute its contents. So a mighty angel (perhaps Gabriel because his name 

means ‘mighty one’) shouts, “Who is worthy to open this scroll?”  But even with all 

those glorious beings around the throne, and the elders seated on their lesser 

thrones, and all of myriads of angels around the throne, and among the saints on the 

earth and those who have gone to heaven, no one was found worthy to take the 

scroll and execute it!  That is, no created being is worthy to execute the day of 

salvation and judgment.  John said that he wept loudly.   

But then in Revelation 5:5 - 7 we read “And one of the elders said to me, ‘Weep no 

more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so 

that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.’ And between the throne and the four 

living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been 

slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent 

out into all the earth. And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him 

who was seated on the throne.” This is one of the 24 elders speaking.  He says to 

John - stop wailing (the literal translation.)   Then this elder exclaims: “Behold” 

(Look!) and points him to the Lion of the tribe of Judah – the Root of David and says 

that since He has conquered, He has the right to unseal the scroll, to open it and to 

execute its orders.   

We know the elder is pointing to Christ.  But why is He the One who has the right 

to unseal the scroll and execute its contents?  In verse 5, He is called the Lion of the 

Tribe of Judah.   So Jesus is an Israelite from the tribe of Judah. (Hebrews 7 says, “It 

is evident that our Lord arose from Judah.”)  Why is Christ called the Lion of Judah?  

Genesis 49:8-10 tells us. “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be 

on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down before you. Judah is 

a lion’s cub; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He stooped down; he 



crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? The scepter shall not 

depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to 

him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.” 

These verses tell us that when Jacob blessed his sons before his death, he told 

Judah that out of his line would come a Lion who will rule His people and the whole 

earth would come under the power of the Lion of the tribe of Judah (the obedience 

of the people).  Jesus is the fulfillment of that!  He is both the king of His people and 

the ruler over all the earth. (See Psalm 2.) The decrees contained in the scroll lead to 

the fulfillment of this blessing pronounced over the house of Judah. 

In verse 5, Jesus is called the root of David.  Paul quoted Isaiah who spoke of 

Christ coming to reign the whole world in Romans 15:12. “And again Isaiah says, 

‘The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the 

Gentiles hope.’”  This promise is part of a covenant that God made with David.  First   

Chronicles 17:11 - 14 tells us: “When your days are fulfilled to walk with your 

fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, one of your own sons, and I will 

establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for me, and I will establish his throne 

forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son. I will not take my 

steadfast love from him, as I took it from him who was before you, but I will confirm 

him in my house and in my kingdom forever, and his throne shall be established 

forever.”  What we read in the Book of Revelation is the fulfillment of that covenant.  

Jesus is the fulfillment of these promises to David. He is the King of the kingdom to 

come. Again, the decrees contained in the scroll lead to this kingdom and the 

coronation of its King. 

That’s not all. Christ also WON the position that was about to be given Him.  It 

says in verse 5, “He conquered.”  Remember that Jesus told each of the seven 

churches (chapters 2 – 3) to conquer, i.e. to be overcomers by faith in Christ.  This is 

the same word, and therefore, means that He was victorious! Here is a summary of 

the victories of Christ: (1) Jesus conquered sin.  So, not only was Jesus personally 

victorious over the temptation to sin, Paul said that He killed sin in the flesh.  That 

is, He refused its power over Him.  But he did more than that! He killed its power 

over us. (See Romans 6) (2) Jesus conquered death – He was crucified and rose again.  

In 4:6, it says that He (as a Lamb) had been slain (He bore the marks of death), but 



here He is alive.  And since He is alive, His people will soon be resurrected with 

Him!  (3) Jesus conquered Satan.  Jesus told His disciples, “The ruler of this world is 

(stands) judged.”  This is the victory that was prophesied in Genesis 3 when God 

spoke to the serpent (to Satan) saying, “You will bruise His heel (Christ) but He will 

crush your head.”  (Genesis 3:15)  This victory started at the cross.  It is completed in 

Revelation 20 when the serpent is thrown into the lake of fire forever and ever.   

So Jesus is the Victor because He is the only who one has conquered sin and death 

and Satan. This is why only He has the right to open the scroll and receive this 

kingdom as His own.   It is obvious that the one who receives the kingdom must be 

victorious and worthy.  If Jesus had fallen on earth, He would not be standing where 

He was in chapter 5.  But He has the standing, the pedigree, the victories and finally, 

He has the strength to take it.  Notice that, in chapter 5, the Lamb was with seven 

horns.   Adam Clarke wrote: “As a horn is the emblem of power, and seven the 

number of perfection, the seven horns may denote the all-prevailing and infinite 

might of Jesus Christ.  He can support all His friends; He can destroy all His 

enemies; and He can save to the uttermost all that come to God through him.”  This 

is what the Day of the Lord is all about!  Christ will not be prevailed against!  He is 

the One who HAS prevailed and WILL prevail! 

After the victory was won on the cross, Christ sent the Spirit into the world to seal 

His victories and fill up His kingdom.  This is why we read, “With seven eyes, which 

are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.”   Through the ministry of the 

Spirit that Christ gave us, He does these things: (1) He sees His people (like He said 

to the seven churches in chapters 2 – 3).  (2) He fellowships with His people.  (3) He 

keeps His people by the Spirit (We are sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise). (4) He 

is transforming His people. “But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you 

were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.” (1 

Corinthians 6:11)  

Now what does all of this mean?  Doesn’t Christ already have a kingdom? Yes! He 

bled for it! He rose to prove His right to it. He defeated the enemy who challenged 

Him for it.  But this is where He is stepping forward as the rightful heir to complete 

His claim on it. Verse 7 says, “Then He came and took the scroll out of the right 

hand of Him who sat on the throne.” This is the key verse of Chapter 5 because to 



connects us to what happens in Chapter 6 and following.  So here we see that Jesus, 

the Lamb, takes the scroll because He has earned this right by His life, death and 

resurrection.   

What happens next?  The Lamb becomes the object of worship in heaven.  

Revelation 5:8 - 14 says, “And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures 

and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and 

golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. And they sang a 

new song, saying, ‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you 

were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 

language and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to 

our God, and they shall reign on the earth.’ Then I looked, and I heard around the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 

myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice, ‘Worthy 

is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and 

honor and glory and blessing!’ And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits 

on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever 

and ever!’ And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’ and the elders fell down and 

worshiped.” 

Starting with the 24 elders that were introduced in chapter 4, all of heaven is 

moved to worship the One who has the power to open the scroll and execute its 

decrees. These elders are worshippers (thus the harps).  In chapter 4 they had been 

falling down in worship before the throne of God.  But when the Lamb enters and 

takes the scroll, they fall before Him also because He is God!  They are also 

intercessors (thus the bowls of incense).  The bowls of incense held by the elders are 

the prayers of the saints.  These are the prayers of and for the suffering saints all 

over the world.  Figuratively speaking, all of these prayers of all of the saints of all 

time have been carried before and are held by these elders, giving off their aroma 

before the throne of God.   

The elders weren’t the only ones who erupted in praise because John looked again 

and he heard voices.  John said he heard around the throne living creatures and the 

elders and the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands 



of thousands. The Greek word ‘myrias’ actually means ten thousand.  That is the 

largest number they used in those days.  So if they wanted to communicate 100 

million, they would say ‘myriads, myriadon,’ which is 10,000 x 10,000.)   

Notice what happened in verse 12 regarding this innumerable crowd.    They were 

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 

wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” And I heard 

every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 

that is in them, saying, ‘To him who sits on the throne and to the  Lamb be blessing 

and honor and glory and might forever and ever!’”  This is what Paul said in 

Philippians 2:9 – 11 concerning the end times: “Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”  

Here is what we have seen in chapter 5: There is one person in all the universe 

who is qualified to execute the decrees of God.  There is one person who is worthy to 

reign over creation!  And that Person is Christ, the Lamb of God who was slain and 

is risen and has ascended and is glorified and is worthy and is coming again to 

reclaim the earth that rightfully belongs to Him.  In chapter 6, we will begin to see 

all of that unfold. Revelation 6:1 says, “Now I watched when the Lamb opened one 

of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like 

thunder, “Come!”   The Book of Revelation has seals and trumpets and bowls.  But 

the key is that the scroll contains everything – it’s the whole plan written and ready 

to be executed.  Chapter 6 is where that all begins and John is invited to see the 

Lamb opening a seal, and one of the Seraphim says “Come.”  



Revelation Chapter 6 - The Scroll Unsealed 

 

In chapter six, we begin the study of the seven seals opened by the Lamb.  

Regarding these seals, there are various interpretations. Some say:  (1) All seven 

seals were unrolled when Adam ate the fruit in the garden.   So, they say, Revelation 

6 describes the way the world has been ever since Eden.  The seals explain why there 

is suffering in a fallen world. (2) These seven seals were opened at the cross of 

Christ.  Therefore, the events that unfold depict the world from the time of His 

crucifixion until the new heaven and new earth.  (3) The seals were opened at the 

ascension/Pentecost. They show the wrath that God pours out all those who reject 

Christ.  And they are not chronological or even connected.  Rather, they are different 

descriptions of the wrath of God poured out as He ushers this world into hell.  (4) 

These seals are not for earth at all but rather a picture of the wrath reserved for those 

in hell.  As you might imagine, a lot of confusion has been caused by the fact that 

there are many views regarding the seals.  

I think the meaning of the seals is clear. First, we know the historic timeframe for 

the opening of the seals. The opening of the seals is the unfolding of what takes 

place after the time of the churches. Revelation 4:1 says, “After this I looked, and 

behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard 

speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must 

take place after this.”” “After this” MUST refer to what was written about the 

churches (The Church) in chapters 2 and 3. No other explanation would make any 

sense at all. So we will use that historic setting. This occurs at the end of the age of 

the Church. 

Before we begin the presentation of the opening of the seals, I need to address the 

continuity of prophecy. The seals opened in revelation 6 and 7 very closely (almost 

perfectly) align with the events Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24 (and Luke 21 and Mark 

13). These events also align with events Daniel was shown several hundred years 

before. So as I go through the opening of the seals I will compare them to the 

teaching of Jesus and Daniel. 

Let me start by explaining why parts of Daniel fit here. (I apologize in advance for 

brevity) 



All of Daniel’s visions end at the same place. They show us there will be a final 

empire that, with its ruler, will rise to oppose God and persecute and destroy His 

people.   In the end, that empire and its ruler will be destroyed by the power of 

God.  Then the Son of God and the saints of God will reign over the earth and 

into eternity.  That is the big picture.   

But when does the Book of Daniel tell us that all of this is to be accomplished?  It 

seems clear to me that all of this will be accomplished during and following the 70 th 

week of what is called Daniel’s 70-week prophecy given in chapter 9.  

As Daniel contemplated the captivity of Judah, the angel Gabriel appeared to tell 

him what was to come for his people and for his city.  In Daniel 9:24-25, the angel 

said, “Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to finish the 

transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity, to bring in everlasting 

righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet, and to anoint a most holy place. 

Know therefore and understand that from the going out of the word to restore and 

build Jerusalem to the coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven 

weeks. Then for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in 

a troubled time.”  

This is where the well-known 70 week prophecy comes from. Gabriel said that 

there would be 70 weeks (70 - 7s) for Daniel’s people (later defined as the saints). 

Scholars almost universally agree that the seventy weeks of years represent a period 

of 490 years (70X7).  In those 490 years, the six things prophesied in verse 24 will be 

accomplished. All of the six things are accomplished either by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus, or at His second coming.  

We know the first 69 weeks (483 years) were completed with the first coming of 

Jesus - specifically the year he entered Jerusalem on a Donkey’s colt, being hailed as 

the “Anointed One” (9:25). To follow that, Daniel 9:26 says, “And after the sixty-two 

weeks (which follow the first 7 weeks) Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself…” 

So Daniel prophesied the execution (“cut off”) of Jesus for His people (“but not for 

Himself”) 

Then, to follow that, Daniel 9:26 continues, “… and the people of the prince who 

is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a 

flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined.”  Here, the angel 



Gabriel told Daniel that after Messiah is executed (cut off) a prince would come and 

destroy both the temple and the city of Jerusalem. This happened in 70 AD.   

But there is more that follows!  Notice what this coming prince does as recorded 

in verse 27.  “And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for 

half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of 

abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured 

out on the desolator.” 

Now remember - at this point we have already seen the fulfillment of 69 of the 70 

weeks after which the Messiah is executed and a prince destroys Jerusalem. But we 

have not yet seen the 70th week! Verse 27 reveals that 70th week. Still referring to the 

“prince of the people who is to come,” Gabriel told Daniel that the prince will make 

a week-long covenant with many, and then end the sacrifice and offering of the 

Israelites 3-1/2 years into that covenant (at least it reads that way). It also seems clear 

that the ending of the sacrifices and offerings corresponds with the event we call 

‘The Abomination of Desolation.” 

Still with me? 

So we see what MUST be the 70th week where a covenant a made with many 

(whoever they are). And we see the last half (3-1/2 years) of that 70th week when this 

prince shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering, ending the religious exercises of 

the Jewish people. So whenever this time comes, the Israelites are back in Jerusalem 

and have resumed sacrifices.  

By the way, it is easy for us to see that happening because the Jewish people would be 

making sacrifices and offerings today if they owned the temple mount.  That has been 

clearly stated by Jewish leaders.  So all that needs to happen is for the Jews to regain 

possession of the temple mount.  Then they can build an altar and perhaps a temple to offer 

their sacrifices and offerings.  

So please follow some easy logic with me… 

First, though same say that the 70th week is a period of undefined length, the 70 th 

week MUST be 7 years because we know from history that the first 69 weeks were 

literally 483 years. Sound biblical interpretation does not allow us to assign 483 years 

to the first 69 weeks (69x7) and then assign however long we want to the 70th week. 

The 70th week MUST be 7 years. 



Second, because we cannot see a 7 year period anywhere in history that fits 

Daniel’s 70th week, we MUST assume it is still in the future. And indeed it is, because 

some of the things stated in Daniel 9:24 that will be accomplished for God’s people 

during the 70 weeks, still remain. 

Third, the 3-1/2 year period when Gabriel said the Israelite’s worship will stop 

corresponds perfectly with prophetic timeframes in scripture that DEFINITELY 

speak of the time of the end or and the Abomination of Desolation. Notice references 

in the following passages to times equal to 3 ½ years, and/or referring to the 

abomination in the temple or the persecution of the saints or the Jewish people. Start 

with the passage I have just been explaining… 

Daniel 9:27  

27  And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and for half of the 

week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on the wing of abominations 

shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the 

desolator.”  

Daniel 7:23-25 “Thus he said: ‘As for the fourth beast, there shall be a fourth 

kingdom on earth, which shall be different from all the kingdoms, and it shall 

devour the whole earth, and trample it down, and break it to pieces. As for the ten 

horns, out of this kingdom ten kings shall arise, and another shall arise after them; 

he shall be different from the former ones, and shall put down three kings. He shall 

speak words against the Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 

and shall think to change the times and the law; and they shall be given into his 

hand for a time, times, and half a time.”  

Matthew 24:15-22  

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 

standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let those who are in 

Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take 

what is in his house, and let the one who is in the field not turn back to take his 

cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants 

in those days! Pray that your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then 

there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world 



until now, no, and never will be. And if those days had not been cut short, no human 

being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut short.  

2 Thessalonians 2:1-4  

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 

together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 

either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect 

that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 

will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-

called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 

proclaiming himself to be God. (Note: This is an abomination that desolates the 

temple of God) 

Revelation 13:5-7 (Speaking of the last manifestation of the beast) 

And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words,  and it 

was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to utter 

blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who 

dwell in heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. 

And authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, 

This is not a study in Daniel or 2 Thessalonians or Matthew, etc. But it is 

important to see the prophetic cohesion of all of these writers, including our Lord 

Jesus. All of these passages obviously speak of the same time and events. There will 

be a period of 7 years when what was promised for Daniel’s people (the saints) will 

be completed - namely, the coming of everlasting righteousness (as a governing 

principle I think), the complete fulfillment of visions and prophecy, and the 

anointing of the Messiah (the Lost Holy). So I will refer to these books and authors 

as we progress through the opening of the seals and other parts of Revelation. It is 

well worth your time to study these further.  

Now let’s look at the opening of the seals by the Lamb. One of the most important 

things to know as we study the seals is that the seals align almost perfectly with 

what Jesus taught His disciples. So I will integrate pertinent parts of Jesus’ Olivet 

Discourse in Matthew 24, which is the most thorough description Jesus gave of what 

will occur at the end of history.     



It starts simply with Jesus and His disciples in Jerusalem.  In Matthew 24:1 we 

read: “Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point 

out to him the buildings of the temple.”  These disciples were in awe of the buildings 

in this temple complex.  Of course they would be in awe since they were Galileans 

who didn’t see something like this every day.  It would be like us returning to a city 

like New York of Chicago every now and then.  They would be breathtaking!  “Hey 

Jesus, look at that!”  “Man, you have got to see this!”   

One thing for sure is that they didn’t expect what Jesus said next (v. 2). But he 

answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be 

left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” This is what Gabriel 

told Daniel in 9:26, which says, “And the people of the prince who is to come shall 

destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood.”  Jesus spoke 

these words of desolation concerning the temple in about 30 AD.  Forty years later, 

the temple was in ruins and every word both Jesus and Gabriel spoke were fulfilled.  

Indeed, in 70 AD, the Roman General Titus stormed Jerusalem, killed tens of 

thousands of Jews and burned and dismantled the temple.  

After Jesus spoke of the temple’s destruction, the disciples wanted to hear more. 

In Matthew 24:3, we read, “As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to 

him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be,  and what will be the sign 

of your coming and of the end of the age?"  Basically, they were asking, “What 

then?” or “What comes next?”  They knew Jesus was the Messiah.  They also knew 

He would rule in Jerusalem.  But they knew it would not be ‘now’ because Jesus had 

already told them He was to die and be resurrected and return to the Father.  So they 

were asking the same question we all ask, which is, “When will you return to rule 

this world, and how will we know?”  This sets the context for what follows in 

Matthew 24.   

In chapter 24, Jesus answers these questions: “When and how will we know?  

What’s the sign?”  As you read Matthew 24:4 - 14, notice the words and phrases 

that have to do with time.  “And Jesus answered them, ‘See that no one leads you 

astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead 

many astray. And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not 

alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against 



nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in 

various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. “Then they will 

deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another 

and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And 

because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one 

who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.”  

It is very important to note that Jesus divided His prophecy into the following 

three time-periods: (1) At the end of verse 6, He said “the end is not yet.”  (2) At the 

end of verse 8, He said, “these are the beginning of birth pains.”  (3) At the end of 

verse 14, He said “then the end will come.” 

The first time-period (verses 4 – 6):  At the end of verse 6, Jesus said, “The end is 

not yet.”  In this time-period, Jesus said false prophets will claim to come in His 

name. They will deceive the world and the Church. (We see them on TV all the 

time.)  Paul, Peter and Jude especially warned about them in the decades following 

the resurrection of Jesus.  These false prophets have always been around and some 

have even claimed to BE Christ.  Some of the modern-day false prophets are: Sun 

Myung Moon, David Koresh, Luis de José Jesús Miranda of Puerto Rico, Inri Cristo 

from Brazil, Sergey Anatolyevitch Torop of Russia (a traffic cop, who claimed to be 

the Messiah), Wayne Bent, who uses the name, Michael Travesser, who had a 

supposed vision where God told him he is the Messiah, and says of himself,  "I am 

the embodiment of God. I am divinity and humanity combined.”  The point is this: 

False Christs have come and will continue to come.  Next, in verse 6, Jesus said there 

will be wars and rumors of wars.  Think of all of the wars we have seen just in our 

own time.   Wars have gone on since the time of Jesus.  But notice the timing in the 

words, the end is not yet.  

(2) The second time-period (verses 7 - 8): “For nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various 

places.”  Luke’s account (Luke 21) of this same discourse adds that there will be 

pestilence, terrors and heavenly signs.  Here is the time marker:  Jesus called these 



the beginning of the birth pains. (Some versions of the Bible have the words: the 

beginning of sorrows.  However, the original word is actually ‘birth pains.’)    The 

birth of a baby is a wonderful and happy occasion but the birth process brings 

horrible, almost unbearable pain!  Jesus didn’t choose the words “birth pains” 

lightly.  He was making the point that, indeed the end is coming, and that end is the 

consummation of the hope we hold as His people! But first there will be birth 

pains, i.e. wars, famines, earthquakes and pestilence.  

Now let’s align what we have read so far in Matthew 24 with the opening of the 

seals in Revelation 6.  In Revelation 5, we read that Jesus took a scroll and began to 

open it.  Then in Revelation 6:1 – 2, we read, “Now I watched when the Lamb 

opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a 

voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider 

had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to 

conquer.”  

When the Lamb opens the first seal of the scroll, one of the Seraphim shouts 

“Come” and John sees a white horse.  This does not have an exact correlation in 

Matthew’s timeline, but its meaning is obvious. The phrase ‘white horse’ is found 

only twice in the Bible, here and in Revelation 19.  In that chapter, Jesus appears on a 

white horse when he comes to destroy the kings and their armies at Armageddon 

and take His kingdom.  So the white horse in Revelation 6:2 has to convey 

something.  It is not referring to Christ, but it comes as if it were Christ.  That is, its 

rider is coming to take authority as if he were Christ.  He has a bow in his hand (a 

weapon of war) and a crown is given to him (a crown of victory).  So, the rider on 

the white horse fights and wins his battles.  He comes conquering and intends to 

conquer more. This aligns perfectly with the rise of the little horn that we saw in 

Daniel 7:8, which says, “I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among 

them another horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up 

by the roots. And behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth 

speaking great things.”  This little horn rises to power and subdues three kings and 

threatens even more. Note that the last part of verse 8 says ‘speaking great things.’ 

That corresponds to Revelation 6:2 which says the rider of the white horse will come 

‘conquering and to conquer more.’   



Now notice what happens in Revelation 6:3 - 4, which says, “When he opened the 

second seal, I heard the second living creature say, ‘Come!’ And out came another 

horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so that people 

should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.”   This time the rider does 

not represent a specific person; he represents war.  It says he was permitted to take 

the peace from the earth.  This refers to a worldwide state of war.  It is what Jesus 

talked about in Matthew 24:7. He said that nation will rise against nation and 

kingdom will be against kingdom.  This makes sense following the first seal where 

the rider on a white horse (Daniel called the little horn), conquers and continues to 

threaten nations.  It’s not a stretch to think about World War III!  The media and 

others talk about this all the time.  And in the last 100 years (a relatively short time 

in world history), we have had two wars that involved much of the world and 

affecting the whole earth in some way.   

The next seal speaks of a famine. Revelation 6:5 - 6 says, “When he opened the 

third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a 

black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand. And I heard what seemed 

to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a 

denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and 

wine!” In these verses, the scales are symbolically telling us that food will become 

very scarce and expensive.  A denarius is a day’s wage for a laborer. That was just 

enough to care for a family.  So during this time a day’s wage would buy just 

enough wheat to make one or two loaves of bread.  Or, if you wanted to stretch your 

money, you could buy barley, which is not nearly as good or nutritious as wheat.  

Imagine making $100 a day and yet that is not adequate to buy enough food for your 

family!  Note that in verse 6, it says, “Do not harm the oil or the wine.”  This 

indicates that those who are rich will do just fine.  They will have the things for a 

finer life, which is how things usually are.   But there will be a great famine, which 

appears to come about as an effect of a worldwide war - fields are destroyed, 

farmers are fighting, the rich are hoarding, hyper-inflation is a reality, there are 

shortages of essential things and the poor suffer. 

Now notice what Revelation 6:7 - 8 tells us about the opening of the fourth seal.  

“When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 



‘Come!’ And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and 

Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to 

kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the 

earth.”   I don’t think that this is in addition to what we have already seen.  Rather, it 

seems to be the cumulative effect of what has already happened.  Why? The sword 

of war kills; the famine kills; the pestilence kills.  In fact, the word pestilence is 

literally ‘death’ but in this context it is not a peaceful or natural death.  And what 

sword, famine and pestilence do not kill, the wild animals do.  This could be by the 

diseases they carry or just that the animals themselves are starving and attack 

humans for food.  Notice that this verse also says that, as people die, Hades (the 

grave – the place of the dead) comes behind gathering the dead.   

Now let’s compare all this with what Jesus said were “the beginning of birth 

pains” in Matthew 24 and Luke 21.  Jesus said nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. There is the war of the second seal.  He also said there 

would be famine, pestilence and death as we saw in the third and fourth seals.  And 

note the effect! All of this is staggering in that one-fourth of the people in the world 

(actually or from John’s perspective) will die from the wars, the famine, the diseases 

and the wild animals.  Today, that would be over 1.9 billion people.  This is 

staggering when compared to other events in world history. In the Tsunami of 2004, 

230,000 people died (One fourth of world is 8,260 times more than that!)  In World 

War I, 16 million people died (One fourth of the world is 119 times more than that!)  

In World War II, 60 million people died (One fourth of the world is 32 times more 

than that!) 

Now there is an important question: Do all the things we see in Revelation 6, 

occur in the first half of Daniel’s 70th week?   I think they do because there is a rider 

on the white horse who is obviously a messianic figure as is the one called “the  little 

horn” in Daniel 7, “the man of lawlessness” in 2 Thess 2, “the prince of the people 

who will come” in Daniel 9, “the beast” in Revelation 13 , and the one we call anti-

Christ is typically described.  But the main reason I think all of this fits the 70th-

week chronology is what happens next that aligns with the malicious activity of this 

man.  



(3) The third time-period Jesus gave us is found in Matthew 24:9 – 14: “Then they 

will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all 

nations for my name’s sake. And then many will fall away and betray one another 

and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And 

because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. But the one 

who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.”   

It is important to note that the Church has been and will be persecuted 

throughout history.  We see this vividly in the Book of Acts. We read about it in the 

days of the Church Fathers during the Roman Empire.   The persecution of the saints 

is still widespread today in places like North Korea, Iran and Somalia.  The Church 

has been persecuted in every age and will be until the end.  However, this passage is 

not speaking about those things.  Notice that the first word in verse 9 is ‘then,’ which 

is a time-marker in that it is used in the New Testament to mark succession.  By 

using the word ‘then,” Jesus was saying that the events about to be described occur 

after the events previously described.  It is telling us that Jesus had a specific 

progression in mind - a time following war, famine and death, that would feature 

hatred, persecution, tribulation and death of the saints. 

This fits in with what is written in Revelation 6:9 - 11:  “When he opened the fifth 

seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God 

and for the witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, ‘O Sovereign 

Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those 

who dwell on the earth?’ Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a 

little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be 

complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.”   These souls are 

martyrs who have died for the Word of God throughout history.  They are under the 

altar in heaven praying and waiting for God to avenge them.  But notice this passage 

says there is more to come.  They are told to rest until the number of those who are 

to be killed is completed. There have been martyrs through history but John heard a 

voice that specifically said there was a number of saints still to be killed before the 

end.  This is the tribulation Jesus spoke of in Matthew 24:9.   It also aligns with 



what Daniel said concerning the saints that are given into the hands of the ‘little 

horn’ for ‘time, times and half a time’ (3 ½ years; half of the 70th week).   It is during 

this time that the number of those who are to be killed will be completed.   

The saddest thing here is not the fact that the saints will face persecution and 

death.  We expect that.  But in Matthew 24:10, Jesus said that many who we believe 

to be brothers and sisters in Christ will be offended, and hate and betray the faithful, 

enduring saints.  The word ‘offended’ is a Greek word that means to stumble or fall 

away.  We see the same ‘falling away’ prophesied by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:1 – 3:  

“Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered 

together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, 

either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect 

that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day 

will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 

revealed, the son of destruction” Paul told the Thessalonians an rebellion would 

come preceding the rise of the man of ‘lawlessness’ (the anti-christ).  The word 

‘rebellion’ translates the Greek word, ‘apostasia’ (apostasy) which is defined as a 

falling away – a falling away from God.  The great sadness is that there will be 

people who sit beside us, in front of us and behind us in church services who, when 

the persecution against the saints begins, will hand us over and even participate in 

our persecution and death.   

Jesus said that this time-period will be marked by deception, lawlessness and 

hatred.  How much more awful can things ever be?  Yet, here is Christ’s word to His 

true church: He who endures to the end will be saved. How does the persecution 

affect the lives of faithful believers?  They (we) will endure to the end (the coming of 

Jesus). And that faithful endurance is demonstrated by what we will do during the 

persecution.  Matthew 24:14 says, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the 

end will come.”   True believers will be preaching Christ – to the very end! 

Finally, Chapter 6 ends with the 6th seal and the commencement of the Day of the 

Lord. Revelation 6:12 - 17 says, “When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and 

behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full 

moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds 



its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll that is being 

rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the 

kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, 

and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 

mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face 

of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great 

day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” 

The Day of the Lord is described pretty consistently in scripture. Among dozens 

of examples consider Isaiah 13:9-11. “Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with 

wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from 

it. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; the 

sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. I will punish the 

world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp of 

the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless.”  

Jesus also described this day in His discourse in Matthew 24:29-30. “Immediately 

after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will 

be shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” 

That is exactly what Revelation 6:12-17 describes. As the day of the Lord 

commences, the people of earth are dismayed (Jesus said the mourn) to the point 

that they are hiding in caves and calling for the mountains and rocks to “Fall on us 

and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of 

the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” Even the 

people of earth know what is upon them. They know the judgment of God is at 

hand. And, as we will see as we move forward, they are unable and unwilling to 

repent. They are doomed, without remedy, and they know it! 

But pay attention to the question at the very end of the passage, “Who is able to 

stand.” This question is answered in chapter 7… 

 



*As we move forward it is important to understand why Jerusalem is so 

prominent in prophecy. Think about it biblically and it will make perfect sense. 

When Abraham met the priest of God Melchizedek, He was called the prince of 

Salem (Jerusalem). When he offered his son Isaac on the altar, he was on Mount 

Moriah which would become the temple mount in the city that would become 

Jerusalem. When David took Zion from the Jebusites, he made it the capital of his 

kingdom and thus was part of Jerusalem. Later, David moved the tabernacle to 

Jerusalem and even later, Solomon built the temple in Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem was the one place on earth that represented the worship and people of 

the one true God. The Psalmist wrote, “For the LORD has chosen Zion; he has 

desired it for his dwelling place; this is my resting place forever; here I will dwell, 

for I have desired it.” (Psalm 132:13 – 14)  

Jerusalem is called Zion and the writer of Hebrews says that we who believe in 

Christ have come to the heavenly Zion - the heavenly Jerusalem. And in eternity we 

will be the new Jerusalem - the eternal dwelling of God with His people. The point is 

this: Jerusalem was and still symbolically IS the city of God and His people!  So it’s 

no wonder the man of lawlessness - under the power of Satan - chooses this city for 

his abominable acts. Where else would it be? He desolates the city; he empties it of 

glory; he defiles it; he corrupts it. 

  



Revelation Chapter 7 (Part 1) - The 144,000 

 

We have made it through the first 6 seals.  Now the 7th seal is about to be opened, 

and this seal is terrible in the truest sense of the word.  It is the last of the seals and 

out of it flows the wrath of God upon the world in two sets: (1) the trumpets; (2) the 

bowls. But isn’t it wonderful that God delivers His people from the wrath that is to 

come! It’s just pure grace! Note what Paul wrote in 1 Thessalonians 5:9 - 11 

concerning this grace.  “For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that whether we are 

awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build 

one another up, just as you are doing.”                                                                                              

One of my greatest desires in teaching the Book of Revelation is to show that 

God protects his people!  At the end of Revelation 6, Christ appears ready to 

execute His judgment on the earth.  But notice what happens before that wrath falls 

on the people of earth. Jesus said His people will be delivered. He described that in 

Matthew 24:31, which says, “And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet 

call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to 

the other.”  As we will see in the next chapter, the deliverance Jesus spoke of 

perfectly corresponds with Revelation 7:9 – 10, which says, “After this I looked, and 

behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all 

tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 

clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a 

loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!”” We know this event as the rapture of the church. And it comes about 

because it is always true that God delivers his people from His wrath! 

But there is another group protected by God. We have seen that the Day of the 

Lord is signaled at the end of chapter 6, where we read these words: “For the great 

day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"  The question, ‘Who is able to 

stand?’ is answered in chapter 7. Some will stand by the grace and faithfulness of 

God! 

First, God will fulfill His promise to the physical nation of Israel.  



Revelation 7:1 – 8 says, “After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners 

of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on 

earth or sea or against any tree. Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising 

of the sun, with the seal of the living God, and he called with a loud voice to the four 

angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying, ‘Do not harm the 

earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 

foreheads.’ And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of 

the sons of Israel: 12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of 

Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the 

tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000 from the tribe of Simeon, 

12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 12,000 from the tribe 

of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were 

sealed.”  

 This chapter begins with four angels holding back the four winds on the earth.  In 

scripture, the four winds have various meanings.  In Daniel’s vision of 4 beasts, the 

four winds stir up the Great Sea out of which the beasts arise.  In Jeremiah 49, the 

four winds bring judgment on the Land of Elam, a judgement that scattered its 

people.  These examples show that the four winds stir, scatter and spread. In 

Revelation 7, referring to the end of chapter 6, we find that the winds are set to 

spread judgment over the earth.  Then chapter 8 begins with those winds loosed and 

God’s judgments being carried out.   

But why are the winds of judgment held back?  We see the reason in vs 3, "Do not 

harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on 

their foreheads."  This passage tells us that the reason the winds of judgment are 

held back is this:  At this point, God has not yet protected and gathered all of His 

people.  Remember that none of God’s people will ever experience a moment of His 

wrath – ever!  Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, “For God has not destined us for 

wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us so that 

whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him. Therefore encourage one 

another and build one another up, just as you are doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9 – 11) 

To be clear, let’s not confuse wrath and discipline! The Lord disciplines His 

people just as a human father disciplines his children. (See Hebrews 12.)  BUT a 



good father does not execute judgment upon his children!  Instead, He gently, wisely 

and carefully, and yes, sometimes painfully, corrects them.  Indeed, God disciplines 

His children.  However, you will never find Him releasing wrath against them!  

What we see in Revelation 7 is: God protecting His people from judgment! 

There are two groups (I think) protected in chapter 7. Those who will come to 

believe from the nation of Israel and from the Church. The church will be raptured 

as we will see later, But first we see that God will protect those who WILL believe 

from the among the Israelites. These are known as the 144,000.  

There are really only valid views about the 144,000.  It seems obvious on its face, 

but let’s look at it closely. The first view is that the 144,000 is a remnant of the Sons 

of Israel marked for God’s protection prior to His judgments on the world.  There 

are good reasons to believe this view.  First there is a listing of the tribes of the 

nation of Israel in verses 5 – 8. This seems obvious but everyone is not convinced by 

it. Some interpreters say that because this list of tribes is in a different order from 

other lists of tribes in the Bible, it does not refer to Israelites but to all of the saints of 

all time.  But the fact is, there are actually several differently-ordered-groupings of 

the tribes of Israel in the Bible.  Others has said that, since Judah is listed first in this 

list, and since Jesus is of the tribe of Judah, this must refer to Jesus’ people - the 

Church - not the actual tribes of the nation of Israel.  Still others say that the tribe of 

Dan and the half-tribe of Ephraim are left out of this group because Dan was an 

idolater and Ephraim was the name of the Northern Kingdom that was destroyed by 

God for apostasy.  Therefore, the 144,000 must refer to regenerated saints from 

whom idolatry and apostasy has been eradicated.  I think that is over-thinking.  Yes, 

Dan and Ephraim are left out, and for the reasons given by these interpreters.  

However, that does not mean these named-tribes of Israel represent the church.   

I think the tribes being listed is a really good argument that these are actual 

Israelites who are marked as God’s possession prior to the judgments coming upon 

the world. Notice in verse 2, that an angel with the seal of God marks them. We need 

to be very careful not to confuse the seal used here with the sealing of the Holy 

Spirit. These are completely two different things.  Those who are sealed by the Holy 

Spirit, in Christ, are regenerated (born again).  They also possess the promises of 

God. But these are marked with the name of the Lamb and the Father on their 



foreheads as we see them again in Revelation 14:1, “Then I looked, and behold, on 

Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had his name and his 

Father’s name written on their foreheads.” 

The greatest reason that these are Israelites is that these who are sealed (marked) 

are not raptured with the church (Rev 7:9ff). In Revelation 9, when the fifth-trumpet-

judgment falls, John sees creatures like locusts come up from the Abyss stinging men 

for five months. But during that time, Revelation 9:4 - 5 says, “They were told not to 

harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who 

do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” This tells us these sealed Israelites 

will still be on earth during the judgments but are protected from at least some of 

the judgments, if not all. And that ANY part of the Lord’s church is treated 

differently in regards to deliverance is completely inconsistent with scripture from 

end to end. 

But for Israelites to be marked and protected has a precedent in the scriptures.  

Ezekiel 9 begins with God calling men, along with their weapons, to come against 

the City of Jerusalem.  As they approached the city, a man dressed in linen, with an 

inkwell in his hand, was with them.  Ezekiel 9:4 says, “And the LORD said to him, 

‘Pass through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the 

men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.’"  These 

were men who were grieving over the wickedness of Judah and Jerusalem.  God sent 

the man with the inkwell to mark them. Then God gave instruction to the men who 

possessed weapons. Ezekiel 9:5 – 7 says, “And to the others he said in my hearing, 

‘Pass through the city after him, and strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you shall 

show no pity. Kill old men outright, young men and maidens, little children and 

women, but touch no one on whom is the mark. And begin at my sanctuary.’ So they 

began with the elders who were before the house. Then he said to them, ‘Defile the 

house, and fill the courts with the slain. Go out.’ So they went out and struck in the 

city.” 

Regarding this, Ezekiel questioned the Lord, asking why He was destroying the 

remnant of Israel.  The Lord’s (Yahweh’s) answer was that they were being 

destroyed because of their iniquity, i.e. because they had deviated from His way.  

But did God really destroy the remnant?  No!  The last verse has the man with the 



inkwell reporting back that he had done as the Lord commanded.  This speaks to the 

fact that there has always been, and always will be, a remnant of the nation of Israel 

that will be saved and preserved. This remnant was those who sigh and cry over all 

the abominations of Jerusalem.  

Indeed! God has always been committed to save a remnant of the nation of Israel!  

Even in the darkest days of the Northern Kingdom, God told Elijah, the prophet, that 

He had reserved a remnant.  Doesn’t this make sense? Even though the nation of 

Israel rejected Him, God remained faithful to His covenant promises.  Why?  

Because that’s who He is!  Remember that Paul wrote to Timothy: “If we are 

faithless, He remains faithful because He cannot deny himself!”  So Also, we read 

these words in 1 Samuel 12:22: “For the LORD will not forsake his people, for his 

great name’s sake, because it has pleased the LORD to make you a  people for 

himself.”  Yes! As a demonstration of His faithfulness, and for HIS glory, God will 

save a remnant of that faithless people!    

This is what Paul said in Romans 11:1 when he asked, “Has God rejected his 

people?”: “By no means!” This tells us that God had not forgotten the Nation of 

Israel.  He also said that there IS a remnant chosen by grace to be saved. “So too, at 

the present time, there is a remnant, chosen by grace. But if it is by grace, it is no 

longer on the basis of works; otherwise, grace would no longer be grace.” (Romans 

11:5 – 6) The truth of these passages fits what is written in Revelation 7 because God 

sends an angel to place HIS mark on some of those who belong to the nation of 

Israel, thus fulfilling His covenant with them.  Paul also says this in Romans 11:26 – 

27: “And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, ‘The Deliverer will come 

from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob; and this will be my covenant with 

them when I take away their sins.’”     

This truth aligns with many passages in the Old Testament.  One such passage is 

Jeremiah 31:35 - 37 (You can cross-reference this for other passages.)  “Thus says the 

LORD, who gives the sun for light by day and the fixed order of the moon and the 

stars for light by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the LORD of 

hosts is his name: ‘If this fixed order departs from before me, declares  the LORD, 

then shall the offspring of Israel cease from being a nation before me forever.’ Thus 

says the LORD: ‘If the heavens above can be measured, and the foundations of the 



earth below can be explored, then I will cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that 

they have done, declares the LORD.’”   

These and MANY other texts are strong evidence that the 144,000 of Revelation 

7:1 – 8 are actual Israelites marked by God. 

There is a second strong view regarding the identity of the 144,000:  The 144,000 

refers to the entire church of all ages.  As we look at this view, let’s remind ourselves 

of an important doctrinal point: God only has ONE true Israel. That is, He only has 

one people for eternity.  Galatians 6:14 - 16 says, “But far be it from me to boast 

except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to 

me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor 

uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and 

mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”  The ‘Israel of God,’ according to 

Paul, has nothing to do with our earthly or physical heritage (circumcised or not, 

Jew or Gentile).  The true Israel of God consists of those who are made a new 

creation by God. 

This ‘one Israel’ is also depicted In Romans 11, which teaches that the one Israel is 

an olive tree comprised of BOTH believing Israelites and believing Gentiles.  In this 

chapter, Paul explained that unbelieving Israelites were broken off because of their 

unbelief, and believing Gentiles were grafted in through faith in Christ.  But Paul 

also said that when some of the Israelites come to believe in Christ, they will be 

grafted back into the olive tree. This olive tree is the Israel of God! So there is one 

Israel, one olive tree, one body of God’s redeemed people for all time.   

In Romans 2:28 – 29, Paul said the true Jew is one that has been given a new heart 

in Christ (born again).  “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 

circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a 

matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but 

from God.”  This passage teaches the same truth we saw in Galatians 6.  

So those who believe that the 144,000 are the entire church would appeal to the 

reality that there is one Israel.  They would say that the 12 tribes are representative 

of all God’s people, not an actual accounting of Israelites marked as God’s 

possession.   



There is one more thing that lends itself to this second interpretation.  It is that the 

only other time we see the 144,000 is in Revelation 14:1 – 5, which says, “Then I 

looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000 who had 

his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from 

heaven like the roar of many waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I 

heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their harps, and they were singing a 

new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and before the 

elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed 

from the earth. It is these who have not defiled themselves with women, for they are 

virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes. These have been 

redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God and the Lamb, and in their mouth no 

lie was found, for they are blameless.”    

This passage gives strong evidence that the 144,000 represent the whole church.  

Note that verse 3 says, “No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who had 

been redeemed from the earth.”   The 144,000 are redeemed from the earth. WE are 

redeemed from the earth!  They follow the Lamb; WE follow the Lamb!  They were 

redeemed from among men; WE were redeemed from among men.  They are first 

fruits; WE are first fruits. James 1:18 says, “Of his own will he brought us forth by 

the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.”  

A Third thing that would indicate the 144,000 are the whole of God’s people is the 

number. Let’s answer this question: Where does the number 144,000 come from?  

Using typical symbolic numbers as seen in other passages of scripture, the number 

144,000 is 12 x 12 x 1,000.  We’re quite sure that the number 1,000 refers  to a large, 

undetermined number in this case.  Now how many were the tribes of Israel? 12.  

How many apostles? 12.  In other words, the whole-church-view says that the 

144,000 are an innumerable company of people who are from the redeemed of Israel 

and from the redeemed of the New Testament Church. 

This is a compelling idea - that the 144,000 represent the whole church, the Israel 

of God throughout all of history. In fact, I vacillate between this and national Israel 

views as I read scripture (but always land on the same one.) 

Before I defend the view I believe, and to be thorough, let me mention one more 

view I reject but many hold regarding who the 144,000 represent. I reject this view 



entirely and need to explain why. Some interpreters say the 144,000 are actual Jewish 

men who are converted to Christ in the Great Tribulation.  They say these men 

become witnesses who preach the gospel during the tribulation period, and by their 

preaching, many are led to Christ during the tribulation. The problems with this 

view are insurmountable. First, there is nothing in the Book of Revelation, or 

anywhere else in scripture, that says the 144,000 preach and evangelize.  (This is 

what the books and the movies say, but not the Bible.) Furthermore, there is not a 

single mention in the Bible of anyone being saved during the Great Tribulation. Not 

one! So if the 144,000 are evangelists, it will be a terribly frustrating time because no 

one, not one person, will be saved under their preaching. Remember the two 

examples Jesus gave that we saw earlier (Noah and Lot). Those ‘types’ refute this 

view. According to Jesus, judgment (not salvation) falls on those who are not 

delivered from flood and fire (raptured). None will be saved following the rapture of 

the church and this idea proposes!  

Then there is something Paul wrote to the Thessalonian church.  2 Thessalonians 

2:11 - 12 says, during the great tribulation, God will send a strong delusion on the 

world.  “Therefore, God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what 

is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness.”  God’s clear intention is that there is a point where 

those who have not believed the truth and have lived for unrighteousness will be 

forever condemned in their unrighteousness. Who can overcome a delusion sent by 

God to condemn men?  

The greatest refutation of the idea that 144,000 saved Jewish men will evangelize 

after the rapture and during the great tribulation is something I have already 

mentioned. No saved people will have to endure God’s judgments. But think about 

what this view says. Supposedly the 144,000 evangelists and all of their converts will 

be left on earth to endure the judgments meant for the people of the earth, while the 

believers that ‘made it in’ before the rapture are found resting safe and sound in 

heaven. That entirely contradicts what Paul said about wrath and salvation. 

Speaking of the Day of the Lord, Paul said, “For God has not destined us for wrath, 

but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9)  There 



are not multiple classes of Christians, only one!  All are in Christ and destined for 

the salvation and glory to come. 

So who are the 144,000? Here is my view: The 144,000 are actual Israelites. I think 

the number is symbolic and refers to a large number of people.  I do not believe the 

144,000 are saved at this point. Otherwise they would be raptured with the church. 

These 144,000 are clearly still on earth during the judgments that fall on the earth. 

But like the ones who grieved over Judah and Jerusalem in Ezekiel’s days, these 

Israelites are marked for God’s protection through the coming judgments.  After the 

judgments, they will be the ones who will come to recognize their Messiah and enter 

His millennial kingdom. We know this because we see them standing on Mount 

Zion with their Messiah in Revelation 14:1. Zechariah prophesied of this in 

Zechariah 12:10 saying, “And I will pour out on the house of David and the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they 

look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one 

mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a 

firstborn.”  

This view certainly fits with what Paul said about physical Israel in Romans 11:25 

– 27.  “Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to be unaware of this 

mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until the fullness of the 

Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, ‘The 

Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob’; ‘and this will 

be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.’"  

This prophecy will be fulfilled, not just in the sealing to protect Israel through the 

time of tribulation, but also in their salvation.  In Revelation 14:1, we read, “Then I 

looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on Mount Zion, and with Him one hundred 

and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their foreheads.” This 

is the unfolding of the fulfillment of one of the important prophetic themes of the 

Bible, which is this: God is faithful to His promises to the nation of Israel!  

  



Revelation Chapter 7 (Part 2) - The Rapture of the Church 

 

As we come to the remainder of Revelation 7, we are still answering the question 

that ended chapter 6, which is, “Who is able to stand?” In the first part of chapter 7, 

we saw that God will seal some Israelites for His protection during the judgment to 

come. So we know that they will stand and ultimately stand with Christ on Mt Zion! 

But what about the Church on earth in the Day of the Lord?  What about the martyrs 

under the altar of incense in heaven awaiting their resurrection and glory and the 

day of God’s vengeance? It says they are praying.  They are crying out for 

vengeance. And there is a day coming when their (our) day of glory and God’s day 

of vengeance comes. In 2 Thessalonians 1:8 - 10, Paul wrote that “[Christ will return]   

. . . in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those 

who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the punishment of 

eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his 

might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at 

among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was believed.”  

This is encouragement for the saints who have suffered throughout history and 

during the time of great tribulation. Jesus is returning to bring God’s vengeance on 

the wicked and to resurrect His people in glory. But also, Jesus is returning to 

deliver His people out of tribulation. Speaking of the time of Great Tribulation, in 

Matthew 24:22, Jesus said, “Unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be 

saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.”  The event we call the 

‘Abomination of Desolation’ will come. Daniel, Jesus and Paul prophesied of it. And 

that event will be followed by a time of tribulation as Jesus and Daniel prophesied 

and as we will see in chapter 13 of Revelation. But our encouragement is this: Jesus 

said that God will mercifully shorten this time for the sake of His people, the elect.  

That is a stunning statement, isn’t it?  God will be so moved by the suffering of 

the saints that He will intervene mercifully to shorten the time of their suffering.  

Jesus also said that if He doesn’t shorten this time, “No flesh would be saved.” That 

means the bodies (flesh/lives) of the saints would all be lost to the anti-Christ if it 

were not for the mercy of God. That is encouraging because, even in the face of the 

greatest tribulation we will ever see, we are reminded that evil men (even Satan 



himself) never operate apart from the providence of God, and the saints are never 

outside of the hand of our faithful Father. Even in the darkest days, everything 

operates on God’s time and under His control! 

So with that promise of the Father’s providence watching and controlling the 

suffering of the saints, Jesus finally answers the disciple’s question about His return.  

It begins with another time marker in Matt 24:23 - 27 “Then (the next time in the 

progression) if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not 

believe it. For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and 

wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you 

beforehand. So, if they say to you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If 

they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning 

comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of 

Man.” 

Jesus said that, at this time, you will hear people saying, “The Messiah is here,” or 

“The Messiah is there,” “Don’t believe them!”  This tells us that  during the Great 

Tribulation there will satanic deceptions everywhere.  Paul said the same thing in 2 

Thessalonians 2:9 - 12. “The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with 

all power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who 

are perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore, God 

sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order that all 

may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 

unrighteousness.”    

We will see these wonders and deceptions again in Revelation 13.  This is 

astonishing!  There will be satanic and demonic deceptions that will amaze and 

deceive the people on the earth during this time.  They will be so compelling that 

Jesus said they will deceive even the elect (the church), IF it were possible (Matt 

24:24).   

Let me take a short detour here to address the assurance of the saints, because this 

is our comfort. The saints cannot be deceived because God protects us from the 

deception to come.  Among many assuring passages are these: Jude 24 - 25.  “Now to 

him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before 

the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus 



Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now 

and forever. Amen.” Then, in 1 Peter 5:8 - 11, we read: “Be sober-minded; be 

watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 

suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. And 

after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his 

eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 

you. To him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”   

Isn’t it wonderful that we are protected (restored, confirmed, strengthened, and 

established) and kept by the grace of our good and faithful God!  However, the 

world is not protected but rather is under a delusion sent by God as Paul said in 2 

Thessalonians 2:11. This is one reason I do not believe anyone will be saved during 

the Great Tribulation.  If the Elect are close to being deceived by the antichrist, the 

world definitely WILL be deceived, and their deception will be absolute as it is God 

who sends it so that “they may believe what is false , in order that all may be 

condemned.” 

But how is it that we who are God’s people cannot be deceived? It’s so important 

for us to know this: We cannot be deceived because we know what to look for.  We 

know the Word of God.  1 Thessalonians 5:1 – 5 tells us. “Now concerning the times 

and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you. For 

you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. While people are saying, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden 

destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and 

they will not escape. But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise 

you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of 

the night or of the darkness.”   Verse 5 says that we are not in darkness, so that day 

cannot surprise us like a thief surprises his victims! 

Jesus is saying that we will know when He comes and will not be deceived by the 

frauds. In Matthew 24:27 He said, “For as the lightning comes from the east and 

shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.”  This is the sign 

we are looking for!  When Christ returns, we will not wonder if it’s Him!  We will 

know!   Like lightning, His return will be vivid and immediate.  He will not be 



someone who appears in the wilderness doing demonic magic and gathering a 

following.  His appearance will unmistakable, vivid and glorious!   

Jesus’ appearing signals the commencement of the Day of the Lord. Again, notice 

the time marker Jesus provides in Matthew 24:29 – 30. “Immediately after the 

tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 

light, and the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the 

tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 

clouds of heaven with power and great glory.”  

Verses 29 - 30 fit the descriptions of the Day of the Lord throughout the Bible. Joel 

2:30 - 31 says, “And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and 

fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to 

blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.”  Isaiah 13:9 - 10 says, 

“Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, to make the 

land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. For the stars of the heavens and 

their constellations will not give their light; the sun will be dark at its rising, and the 

moon will not shed its light.” By the way, you may want to open your Bible and read 

the conclusions of these two passages - one that declares this will lead to the 

salvation of God’s people and one declaring God’s wrath falling on the world. The 

day of the Lord is both salvation and judgment!  

Did you notice that what we just read in Matthew 24 and the prophets aligns 

perfectly with the opening of the 6th seal in Revelation 6:12 – 17.  “When he opened 

the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun 

became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky 

fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky 

vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 

removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the 

generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves 

in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and 

rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can 

stand?’”     



What does it mean that ‘the sky is rolled up?’  What does it mean ‘the sun 

becomes like sackcloth?’  I can imagine but I don’t know.  However, what I do know 

is this: When Jesus comes it will not be subtle.  It will not be secret.  It will not be 

hidden.  The people of the earth will be terrified because they know the day of God’s 

wrath has come and they cannot stand.  In fact, speaking of that fear, note what 

Jesus said in Luke 21:25 – 26. “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, 

and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea 

and the waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on 

the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.”  

Can you imagine how those will feel, who had heard the gospel over and over 

throughout their lives, and called it baloney, ignored it as a fable, or preferred the 

world, and now they suddenly they see that all of this is true and that Christ has 

now appeared as their judge, not their Savior?  What will they do now they know 

that they are now lost forever?  This should remind us, especially as our own 

country grows more corrupt and further from God and His law, that, as Paul said to 

Timothy, God desires that all men would be saved and come to the knowledge of the 

truth!  We have the GOOD news that offsets all of the bad news of the Book of 

Revelation! 

We have seen that the Day of the Lord will be an awesome and terrifying day in 

the world!  According to Jesus, that day begins when the Great Tribulation is 

shortened for the sake of the elect. But HERE IS AN VERY INPORTANT 

QUESTION, Have you seen the rapture of the church to this point in either Jesus’ 

or Revelation’s timeline? No! 

Many evangelicals hold to what they call a ‘Pretribulation Rapture.’  But if the 

rapture had already happened by this point, don’t you think we would have seen it 

in what Jesus has said? Wouldn’t it be clear in what we have read thus far in the 

Book of Revelation? If it had already occurred by the opening of the 6th seal, 

wouldn’t an event that important have been described or at least mentioned? 

Wouldn’t the Bible tell us it had already occurred? 

Now it’s important to understand there IS a rapture of the church! It is clearly 

described in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 - 18. “But we do not want you to be uninformed, 

brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have 



no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to you by 

a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 

Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will 

descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and 

with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 

who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 

meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore 

encourage one another with these words.” This passage is clearly about the 

resurrection and rapture of the saints. But we don’t see the timing of the rapture in 

this passage.  

Some say the rapture is ‘secret’ (shhh) because it comes with the day of the Lord 

which like a thief in the night. Paul tells us that when we turn the page to 1 

Thessalonians 5:1-3. “Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have 

no need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves are fully aware that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, ‘There is 

peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains 

come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  

Those who hold to a private, secret, invisible rapture say, “SEE!  Christ’s coming 

is like a thief in the night!” But read on because this is not true for believers.  First 

Thessalonians 5:4 - 5 says: “But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to 

surprise you like a thief. For you are all children of light, children of the day. We 

are not of the night or of the darkness.” That can’t be any clearer.  We who are saved 

will know when it’s time to be raptured with the Lord at His coming. How will we 

know? We will know because Jesus showed us the timing of the Rapture in clear 

words! After reading about His appearing in Matt 24:29 – 30, He continued in 

Matthew 24:31. “And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they 

will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 

Is this the rapture of the Church?  Let’s go back to what Paul wrote in 1 

Thessalonians 4:16 to find the answer.  This verse says, “For the Lord Himself will 

descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the 

trumpet of God.”  Jesus Himself said that His coming would be with the sound of a 



trumpet.  And with that trumpet sounds, Paul said “the dead in Christ will rise first. 

Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds to meet the Lord in the air.” In both passages, the Lord appears. In both 

passages angels assist. In both passages, the saints are gathered. 

After Paul told the Thessalonians, in his first letter to them, that they would not 

be surprised when Christ returns, He followed that in a second letter with more 

clarity. In fact, this may be the clearest passage regarding the timing of the rapture in 

relation to the coming of antichrist and the abomination that makes desolate. In 2 

Thessalonians 2 Paul wrote that the Day of the Lord and the rapture (Concurrent 

events) will follow the Abomination of Desolation and the apostasy of the false 

church. Second Thessalonians 2:1 - 4 says, “Now concerning the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be 

quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter 

seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. Let no one 

deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, 

and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who opposes and 

exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his 

seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”  

Jesus also taught that the Abomination of Desolation will be followed by the 

apostasy of the false church, followed by a great tribulation for His people, followed 

by the signs in the heavens, followed by His appearing, followed by angels sent to 

gather His people. It just can’t be clearer than that! 

What about the Rapture in the Book of Revelation? Is it there? Yes! It’s as clear as 

it can be!  Revelation 7 is part of what occurs in the 6th seal.  Revelation 7 answers 

the question from Revelation 6:17, “…for the great day of their wrath has come, and 

who can stand?”  We have already seen part of that answer in the Israelites God will 

seal and protect through the Day of the Lord. They will stand through the time of 

judgment. As we come to Revelation 7:9 - 17 we see the rest of the answer? It says, 

“After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from 

every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and 

crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, 



and to the Lamb!’ And all the angels were standing around the throne and around 

the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne 

and worshiped God, saying, ‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! 

Amen.’ Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are  these, clothed in 

white robes, and from where have they come?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you know.’ And he 

said to me, ‘These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have 

washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Therefore, they 

are before the throne of God, and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who 

sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. They shall hunger no more, 

neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For  the 

Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 

springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’”  

This is one of my favorite passages in the Book of Revelation!  Look at it!  All of a 

sudden, heaven is filled by people who weren’t there before.  They can’t even be 

counted. They come from every nation and people group and they are worshipping 

God for the salvation He has given them. Where did this multitude come from? Who 

are they?  It tells us in verses 13 – 14. When one of the elders asked "Who are these 

arrayed in white robes? Where did they come from?" John could only respond, "Sir, 

you know." It’s as though John is saying, “I’m not from here. You tell me.”  Then the 

elder told John, "These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation.”  

This multitude came out of the Great Tribulation. Literally, they were delivered 

‘out of’ the time of great tribulation that Jesus described in Matthew 24. They were 

hungry, thirsty and homeless (the sun striking them).  They were crying out for 

salvation.  But in the midst of their suffering, God rescued them and dried their 

tears. There is no other plain and reasonable explanation except that these are the 

saints raptured/gathered/delivered from the earth.  

Some interpreters say that, at this point, the Church has already been secretly 

raptured and those mentioned here in Revelation 7 are people who come to Christ 

after the Tribulation begins.  But that interpretation is just not possible because the 

world is under a delusion from God that no one can overcome. In 2 Thessalonians 2 

Paul was clear that the delusion God sends upon the world leads to the judgment of 



the world. Next, if the church has been removed from the earth, then gospel 

preaching has been removed with it.  We know from Romans 10 that no one is saved 

without hearing the gospel through the preaching of it. So who is preaching the 

gospel by which men are supposedly saved?  (Some say it is the 144,000 Jewish 

evangelists, but nowhere in scripture does it say that!) Third, there is not a hint of a 

secret rapture anywhere in the Bible! Nowhere!  So chapter 7 is speaking of all the 

living saints. Fourth, if we read Bible normally, the progression Jesus gave in 

Matthew 24 is clear. “This happens; then this; then this, etc.” Strictly following the 

progression Jesus gave, this timing in Revelation 6 and 7 is when the rapture occurs. 

Fifth, if some come to believe during the Great Tribulation, and remain to suffer 

under the judgments of God to come on the earth, that violates the promises God has 

made to His saints regarding salvation and wrath. We are destined to salvation, not 

wrath!  Revelation 7:7 - 19 is the Church, raptured and standing before the throne of 

God! It cannot be anything else. 

But perhaps the most compelling proof that no one is saved after the rapture is the 

examples Jesus used about the deliverance of His people leading to the judgment of 

the world. First Jesus compared the time of His coming with the days of Noah. Luke 

17:26 - 30 says, “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son 

of Man. “They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, 

until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them 

all. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, 

buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day when Lot went out from 

Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all— so will it be on 

the day when the Son of Man is revealed.” Notice the following progression in this 

passage: Noah and his family entered the ark. THEN the flood came and destroyed 

the wicked.  Likewise, Jesus used the example of Lot. Lot with his wife and his 

daughters were rushed out of Sodom. Then after they were delivered, fire fell and 

destroyed the wicked people of that city.  Please do not miss the warning for 

professing believers in verse 32: “Remember Lot’s wife!”  Lot’s wife was a part of a 

believing family.  However, her faith was not saving faith!  So she was destroyed 

with Sodom because that’s where her heart was.  Unlike Lot’s wife, as God’s true 



people, we long for heaven and glory.  We long for Christ and we know that is how 

we will be eternally fulfilled!  

But please understand what Jesus was saying. These two events Jesus gave as 

types of the coming of Christ and the Day of the Lord, clearly demonstrate that 

regardless of when the rapture comes, no one will be saved after that . When Noah 

and Lot were rescued (raptured), the world and Sodom were destroyed.  This tells us 

that no one should have any hope that they will be able to somehow find rescue after 

Christ returns.  In fact, Revelation tells us clearly it is quite the contrary.  As 

unthinkable as it to us, people will remain unrepentant and curse God while under 

Christ’s judgments. As the trumpet judgments come to an end, Revelation 9:20 - 21 

says, “The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of 

the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and 

silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did 

they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 

thefts.” Likewise, after the fifth bowl judgment, Revelation 16:10-11 says, “The fifth 

angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged 

into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of 

heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.”  Isn’t this 

amazing?  Who, in their right mind, would continue in their sin and blaspheme the 

only God who can save them?  Don’t miss this truth: While the world falls, we, who 

are believers, will stand!   

Let’s summarize what we know of the first six seals.  In our time , as there has 

been from the beginning, there are false prophets, false Christs, and wars and 

rumors of war. Following that there will be birth pains, which are the events that 

lead up to the Day of the Lord - the rise of the antichrist with war, famine and death 

(depicted in the first four seals, i.e. the Four Horsemen). 

Then an Abomination of Desolation will be setup in Jerusalem.  This will be 

accompanied by the persecution of the saints.  During the persecution (and before) 

there will be an apostasy when many will fall away from Christ because of the 

persecution.  Friends and family and apostate church members will betray and even 

participate in the persecution of the true church. Jesus said that in those days, there 

will be great tribulation like has never been and never will be.  



Mercifully, the time of great tribulation will be cut short for the sake of the elect 

and Jesus will appear and send His angels to gather His elect.  Then the raptured 

saints will gather in heaven, a multitude that no one can count from every language 

group, every people group and every nation.  

This deliverance has been clearly foreshadowed in two events in the Old 

Testament. Jesus used those events as examples of God delivering His people when 

the He appears at the Day of the Lord.   

Why is the time of the rapture so critical?  We often hear people say, “Well it 

doesn’t really matter what we believe about the time of the rapture.”  But it DOES 

matter because the Church needs to be ready for what it will experience before it 

is raptured out of this world.  To me, it is almost criminal for Christians to be 

taught that the Great Tribulation is not for the church, when the scripture clearly 

says it is.  How will those who profess Christ react when the Great Tribulation does 

come?  If they have been taught to not expect it because they will already be 

raptured to heaven, they will not prepare for or know what to do when it comes.  It 

will be a shock and many professing Christians who are not expecting tribulation 

will crumble under it.  They will likely be drawn away as Jesus warned in Matthew 

24:21 – 25. Notice these important words Jesus spoke in verse 25: “See, I have told 

you beforehand.”   

This is similar to what Jesus said in John 16:1 – 4. “I have said all these things to 

you to keep you from falling away. They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, 

the hour is coming when whoever kills you will think he is offering service to God. 

And they will do these things because they have not known the Father, nor me.  But I 

have said these things to you, that when their hour comes you may remember that I 

told them to you. I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because I was 

with you.” For Jesus, ignorance and false hope is NOT an option.  It should not be 

for us either.  Instead, as Jesus said, we must be prepared by the Word and the Spirit 

of God to endure to the end. 

  



Revelation 8 - The Trumpet Judgments (Part 1) 

 

People have a certain idea about what we call the ‘Apocalypse.”  The word 

‘apocalypse’ means to uncover or unveil something.  But in today’s world, it 

suggests things such as the following: the end; the final judgment; calamity; disaster.   

And when people think of the Book of Revelation, that is what they think about.  

And the end is coming!!!   

That idea about apocalypse is reinforced in the judgments of the Book of 

Revelation. In Revelation 6:12 – 17, we read: “When he opened the sixth seal, I 

looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as 

sackcloth, the full moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth 

as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a 

scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its 

place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich 

and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and 

among the rocks of the mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us 

and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of 

the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”  So at this 

point in the Book of Revelation, the world is anticipating God’s judgments to fall.   

They are expecting the wrath of Christ!  But as we saw in our last presentation, the 

following two groups will be protected before the judgments fall: (1) the 144,000 

Israelites who were marked for protection during the judgments to come; (2) the 

multitude in heaven that can’t be numbered from EVERY nation and group.   This 

second group corresponds with the words of Jesus in Matthew 24, which says that 

He will send his angels to gather his elect.  So, at this point in the Book for 

Revelation, the Jews are sealed and the church is raptured! 

What comes next?  It is the judgment on everyone else!  This is what we will see, 

beginning in verse 6 of chapter 8.  However, before we look at this verse, let’s make 

sure that we see one of the most wonderful encouragements for the saints of God 

that can be found anywhere in the Bible.  In fact, it is in the Book of Revelation - a 

book that is otherwise full of events that make you want duck and run and get out of 

the way - that we find one of the most practical and encouraging passages on prayer 



in the Bible.  This passage shows us the power of our prayers in heaven!  It is found 

in Revelation 8:1 – 2, which says, “When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there 

was silence in heaven for about half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who stand 

before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.”  

Notice that what brings about the events of Chapter 8 is the opening of the 7th 

seal of the scroll (verse 1).  It baffles me that many interpreters believe that the seals, 

trumpets and bowls are three views of the same time period.  It is so clear that the 

opening of the 7th seal brings about what follows.   

First, with the opening of the 7th seal, heaven falls silent.  Now this is significant 

because heaven is a perpetually loud place.  Think about the fact that, so far in the 

Book of Revelation, when we get glimpses of heaven, there are the sounds of 

worship and of thunder.  But when the 7th seal is opened, heaven falls silent.   Why?  

I think the answer is obvious. Think about how stunned you were on 9/11/2001 when 

the World Trade Center came down.  Think about how you reacted to the 

destruction and death caused by Hurricane Katrina.   

What we see in chapter 8 is one of the most anticipated moments of scripture.  

God’s prophets thundered warnings to Israel and Judah (and to the nations that 

surrounded them) that the Day of the Lord was coming.  NOW all of these warnings 

are about to be fulfilled!  Judgment is here!  Wrath is here!  That rebel, Satan, is 

about to be dethroned as ruler of the age, and Christ is about to be enthroned as 

earth’s rightful King.  Heaven is about to witness the fierceness of the wrath of God! 

The silence in heaven is awesome because it is thunderstruck by the reality that 

God’s wrath is about to be poured out of the earth!   

In Revelation 8, we see seven angels who are before the throne of God and these 

angels are given seven trumpets.  These trumpets will announce the judgments.  But 

before they do, notice what John sees (8:3 – 5).  “And another angel came and stood 

at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the 

prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the 

incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 

Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on 

the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an 

earthquake.”  



Notice in this passage that the wrath of God comes upon the world in 

conjunction with the prayers of God’s saints.  Twice, so far, in the Book of 

Revelation, we have been given a glance into the place and importance of the 

prayers and cries of the saints.  First, in Chapter 5, we saw 24 elders with bowls of 

incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  Then, in chapter 6, we saw the martyrs 

of the Great Tribulation under the altar of incense in heaven crying out for 

vengeance against those who were evil and wicked.   

Now, in chapter 8, we see another angel who has a censer in his hand.  A censer is 

a vessel, usually metal, where incense is burned or, in some cases, non-burning 

incense is placed.  You may have seen, in a Catholic ritual, a priest having a censer in 

his hand, which he swings by its chain.  As he swings it back and forth, the 

movement disperses the odor of the incense.  In similar fashion, the angel in chapter 

8 has a censer in his hand in which he is given incense that is placed in the censer.   

This angel then mixes the incense with the prayers of the saints and smoke rises to 

the throne of God.   

This passage encourages us! The prayers of the saints rise to the throne of God as 

a sweet-smelling sacrifice.  This means our prayers are accepted!  They are heard by 

God, and God acts!  Without missing a beat, the angel fills the censor with fire from 

the altar and throws it to earth.  Then the earth is shaken by noise, thunder, 

lightning and earthquakes - all being symbols of judgment. 

Let’s now follow the obvious point in this passage.  God hears the prayers of the 

saints!  The following are the kinds of prayers we all have prayed over and over:  for 

God’s will to be done; for God’s righteousness to shine like the sun; for God to 

vindicate his saints; for God to avenge the evil done to His people; for Jesus to return 

- knowing that His return will be glory for God’s people and wrath for the world.  

These prayers have been heard they have ascended to the throne of God from the 

altar in heaven awaiting His time to act.   

In chapter 6, we saw where the martyrs under the altar were told to wait a little 

while until the full number of martyrs was completed in the Great Tribulation.  Their 

prayers have been held and heard in heaven.  What an important lesson!  The 

answer may be delayed, but the prayers are heard!  At the right time, God will 

answer and avenge His suffering people!   



Let me say just a bit more about prayer.  Let’s stop being trivial when we pray.  

Certainly, we should pray for people who are sick and suffering - especially those 

who are able to receive the peace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.  But when I say 

trivial, I mean praying about things such as theses: Bob’s boils; Sally’s surgery; 

Callie’s cancer; Johnny’s job; Andy’s aches and pains.  What SHOULD be on our 

minds are things infinitely and eternally more important!    Bob has boils, and yes, 

they hurt, but his Christian brother in North Korea just got dragged out of his 

meager house and was shot dead while his wife and children watched.  Callie  has 

cancer, and we should pray for her, but her sister-in-Christ in Iran was just arrested 

for hosting a church in her house.  She will get a mock trial and spend years of her 

life in a horrible prison.  So let’s not be trivial in prayer.  Rather, let’s be sure that our 

prayers are the ones that will be mixed with the incense and ascend to the throne of 

God when the day of the Lord comes!  Why?   Because prayers concerning 

righteousness and vengeance will be answered!   

How will those prayers be answered?  Revelation 8:7 tells us.  “The first angel 

blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were 

thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the 

trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.”   

This is the blast of the first trumpet announcing the first wave of judgment.  This 

is what was being held back in Revelation 7:1 – 3, where John saw four angels 

standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, 

that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree until the servants of God 

were sealed and raptured. In Chapter 7, the first angel said, "Do not harm the earth, 

the sea, or the trees", but now, in chapter 8, judgment is released as hail and fire, 

mixed with blood, falls on the earth.   

We can’t say exactly what this is but I will explain my approach as we continue.  

It’s really not hard to imagine some of what this could be, e.g., this could come about 

by massive volcanic eruptions over the earth, which eject rocks, ash and dust into 

the air.  Then the rocks, ash and dust fall back to the earth as fiery hail.  Incidentally, 

the people who would have been familiar with such a sight actually lived just 15 

years or so before John wrote of this judgment. In AD 79, the Volcano Vesuvius blew 

its top and rained stones (hail) and ash and fire (blood?) on Pompeii.  This 



catastrophic event would still be fresh in the minds of the people in the Roman 

Empire who were living when John wrote the Book of Revelation.   

But a volcano isn’t even needed, is it?  Why?  Because God rained fire and 

brimstone on Sodom and Gomorrah.  Genesis 19:24 says, “Then the LORD rained 

brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the heavens.”  

There is also the possibility of a meteor shower or exploding meteor(s) that shower 

part of the earth with fiery rocks (hail) from the heavens. (It does say these were 

thrown down to the earth.)  The blood John saw could be the glowing red of fire but 

remember that God miraculously turned the water of Egypt to blood.  He can 

certainly turn the water in the air to blood and rain it down on the earth.   

Whether these are seemingly natural events or are obviously miraculous, it is 

important to know that all of these will be acts of God.  Psalm 29:1 - 11 is applicable 

here.  “Ascribe to the LORD, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the LORD glory and 

strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the 

splendor of holiness. The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory 

thunders, the LORD, over many waters. The voice of the LORD is powerful; the 

voice of the LORD is full of majesty. The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the 

LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon. He makes Lebanon to skip like a calf, and 

Sirion like a young wild ox. The voice of the LORD flashes forth flames of fire. The 

voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; the LORD shakes the wilderness of 

Kadesh. The voice of the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the forests bare, 

and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” The LORD sits enthroned over the flood; the 

LORD sits enthroned as king forever. May the LORD give strength to his people! 

May the LORD bless his people with peace!” This passage shows who commands 

earthquakes, storms, volcanos and winds - even something as small as the birth of a 

fawn!  Remember that God was on His throne ruling over the flood that destroyed 

the world in Noah’s day.   

I am convinced that, in the judgments on the earth in Revelation 8, God will use 

the elemental things of the earth and His universe to dispense His wrath.  He is God, 

and He can!  Even the people of this world will know that this is the hand of God.  

Later, in chapter 8, the people under these judgments will actually blaspheme God 

for sending them. 



What happens when hail and fire, mixed with blood, are thrown down to the 

earth?  A third of the trees are destroyed and all of the grass is burned up.  (This will 

freak out the people concerned about climate change!)  Seriously, this will be very 

bad since green grass is food for animals; also, trees and grass replenish oxygen by 

absorbing CO2, converting it to oxygen. 

Before we comment on the next judgment in chapter 8, note that there are some 

people who say there is a contradiction here because, as we will see in the 5th 

trumpet, the plague from the abyss is commanded not to harm the grass of the earth.  

So skeptics say, “See, the Bible contradicts itself.”  But we know that grass actually 

grows back very quickly, more vigorously and plusher after a fire.  In fact, people 

have been burning fields of “feed grass” for millennia in order to get lusher fields.  

(There was a party in our neighborhood where the participants used plastic on a 

grass hill during a sunny day for a slip-n-slide.  The grass was killed, but three 

weeks later, it was back as if it never happened.)  So there is no contradiction here.  

It just shows us there is enough time for grass to grow back between Trumpet 1 and 

trumpet 5. 

Earlier, I mentioned that I would explain my interpretive method. I take 

everything literally that can be. I think that this method provides the most clarity. 

For example, some interpreters think that this vivid scene of hail, fire and blood 

simply speak of famine on the earth.  They say that this aligns with the opening of 

the third seal and the killing of the vegetation destroys 1/3 of the food capacity on 

earth. But how can that be reasonably defended? It is not even close to what the text 

actually says. Sure this would result in famine, but the event itself is what is in view. 

Others say that the hail, fire and blood are symbolic for a war on the earth that kills 

many (even though the passage does not say that any people are killed).  Their idea 

is that the trumpets are recapitulating the seals in some degree.  However, I think it 

is far easier to accept the vision as it is.  Also, I think it is far easier to see that what is 

prophesied in Revelation 8 is consistent with what God has already done to some 

degree on the earth throughout history.  

Now, let’s consider the second trumpet, which is found in Revelation 8:8 – 9. “The 

second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with 



fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. A third of the 

living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.”   

This event seems obvious.  Just two weeks before writing this chapter (August 16, 

2020), scientists recorded the nearest near-miss asteroid ever. An asteroid called 

2020QG missed the earth by 1,830 miles.  It is about the size of an SUV and would 

have been a stunning fireball had it entered the earth’s atmosphere, and would have 

burned up due to its relatively small size.  Compared to that, did you know that the 

core of Halley’s Comet e.g., is 9 miles x 5 miles.  That’s the size of a mountain.  

Now it probably won’t be Halley’s comet that lands in the sea, but there are many 

others out there.  In fact, some scientists say there could be as many as 100 billion 

comets in the Oort Cloud that surrounds our solar system.  But so far, scientists have 

only discovered about 4,000 that have passed through our solar system.  Besides the 

comets, there are between 1.1 and 1.9 million asteroids larger than 2/3 mile wide; a 

few are much larger than that.  They stay in the main asteroid belt between Mars and 

Jupiter.  However, many have escaped the asteroid belt and are flying on unknown 

trajectories through the solar system.  That is, UNTIL they hit something.  This is 

why the Jet Propulsion Lab (JPL) at NASA is watching for them. The JPL lists over 

10,000 asteroids over 450 feet wide that could impact earth.  

My point is this: Whatever John saw, it was burning through the sky and 

plunging into the sea.  And when it plunged into the sea, it killed 1/3 of the sea life.  

Then, it sent a tsunami that destroyed 1/3 of the ships on the sea.  We need to 

understand that the one third-figure is reflective of John’s language.  He saw a vision 

and was just trying to describe it.  (It will be a bad time for a Carnival Cruise!) 

Again, what is easier to understand and believe? Some interpreters say that, since 

mountains are symbols of upheaval and judgment in the Old Testament, the 

mountain that is thrown into the sea, in chapter 8, represents God’s judgment on the  

nations that oppose the kingdom of Christ.  In fact, many theologians seem to think 

John wrote of these visions with the Old Testament in view.  That is, as he saw the 

vison, he interpreted it and wrote it down in light of the Old Testament.  He used 

mountains to indicate judgment or he tied the visions to the Ten Plagues on Egypt, 

etc.  But I think John wrote what he saw without his association with the Old 

Testament or his own interpretation.  Why? Because over and over John wrote, “I 



saw…”  And, in 8:2, he says, “Then I saw.”  So, if we can see what John described 

happening, there is no reason NOT to take what John saw literally.  

Later, we will see locusts coming out of a pit, which is harder to understand 

UNLESS you see with the eyes of the Spirit.  Let me illustrate from 2 Kings 6.  In this 

passage, Elisha and his servant were surrounded by an army.  Elisha told his fearful 

servant that there were more with them than in the army that surrounded them.  

Then, when Elisha prayed, the servant’s eyes were opened to see the mountains 

covered with horses and chariots of fire.  This was God’s army!  So keep this in 

mind:  When John explains what he saw, we are allowed to see it too. 

Now, let’s see what the third trumpet signals. Revelation 8:10 – 11 says, “The 

third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, 

and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. The name of the star is 

Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from 

the water, because it had been made bitter.”    

The Greek word for ‘star’ in verse 10 is ‘aster’ - like our word asteroid.  John saw a 

heavenly body, but it’s not a star because the earth would not survive the impact of 

an actual star.  But what if another comet or asteroid falls, this time, not in the sea 

but on the earth?  What if it explodes in the air, breaks up, falls to the earth and 

contaminates the fresh water?   Note that John called the star (aster) Wormwood.  

Wormwood is actually a plant called ‘Artemisia herba-alba’ that grows in the 

Mediterranean region and is bitter and toxic.  So John associates this poisonous plant 

with an effect he sees in his vision.  Somehow this aster - this object from the 

heavens - falls and poisons fresh water on the earth.  Again, the 1/3 figure is not 

exact but is John’s way of saying that much of the earth’s water is affected.   

Some interpreters have suggested that the poison is due to acid rain that falls after 

the meteor explodes above the earth.  Others say that, when the meteor impacts the 

earth, it ejects bitter and poisonous material that rains down on the earth.  

Regardless, this will be an environmentalist’s nightmare!  It’s almost as though God 

is striking at the people who hold a naturalistic view of the earth and our existence, 

and who think they have the power to prevent natural calamity. They will be shown 

just how weak they are when God acts. 



Now look at Revelation 8:12, which says, “The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and 

a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that 

a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from 

shining, and likewise a third of the night.”  

I wonder if you are thinking like I am about this verse.  If there is some kind of 

meteor-impact or even some major volcanic eruption, or both, what happens to the 

atmosphere of the earth?  We know because we have seen it!  When the Volcanic 

Island Krakatoa exploded in 1883, the resulting dust cloud reduced the temperature 

of the earth over 2 degrees Fahrenheit!  What if a super volcano like Yellowstone had 

a super-eruption? It is believed that the cloud would diminish the sunlight over 

much of the earth for a year.  The global temperature would drop 3 - 5 degrees - that 

in addition to the fact that 100,000 people would be killed instantly.  (Note this: 

There are several super-volcanos capable of the same type of eruption. These are 

found in Indonesia, South America, Japan and New Zealand.  Incidentally, there are 

two others in the United State, in addition to Yellowstone.)  The point is that, in 

space and on the earth, God has all he needs to begin His judgment on the earth.  

We can easily see that the direct hand of God actually darkening the sun itself.  

I’m inclined to think that God will use His power over every element on earth and in 

heaven to bring judgment on the people of the earth FROM both the earth and the 

sky.  The effects of this event will be devastating.  We are not told what they are, but 

It is logical to assume that the earth’s temperature will decrease significantly.  It is 

reasonable to think that food will become even scarcer because plants need sunlight 

to grow. 

We have considered the first Four Trumpets but the worst is yet to come.  

Revelation 8:13 says, “Then I looked, and I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice 

as it flew directly overhead,’ “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the 

blasts of the other trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!’"   The KJV and 

NKJV versions say ‘angel’ instead of ‘eagle.’ An angel would not be remarkable for 

we have seen a number of angels throughout the Book of Revelation.  As for an 

eagle, this is a vision, and John has already seen creatures in heaven with one of the 

faces like an eagle. Whether an eagle or an angel, this creature does not bring an 

actual judgment.  It brings a message about the next three trumpets, which is ‘woe, 



woe, woe’ to the inhabitants of the earth.  The word ‘woe’ is an intense expression of 

grief.  For example, if we say, “Woe is me,” it means that we see our future and it is 

not good!  This is what verse 8 is telling us because the judgments to come are more 

horrible, more widespread and more miserable than all the ones the earth has 

experienced. 

The first four judgments did not touch men directly.  They were indirectly 

affected by the loss of trees and grass, the loss of 1/3 of the sea creatures and ships, 

by the poisoning of 1/3 of the fresh water and by the loss of the light and heat of the 

sun.  So it’s not hard to imagine that, at this point, the leaders of the earth will be 

trying to figure out how the earth can recover from all these calamities.  However, 

what will come next is worse than they could possibly imagine because everyone 

who does not have the seal of God will be tormented when the 5th trumpet is blown.  

Then, 1/3 of mankind will be killed by the judgment that is unleashed when the 6th 

trumpet is blown.  And, when the 7th trumpet is blown, it’s over!  The last of God’s 

judgments will be poured out from seven bowls in rapid succession.  Men will be 

afflicted with sores, thirst, searing heat and darkness.  Finally, the rulers and the 

armies of the earth will be gathered together by God - and destroyed at 

Armageddon.  

  



Revelation 9 - The Trumpet Judgments (Part 2) 

 

In the last chapter, we saw the Lamb (Jesus Christ) open the 7th seal, which 

signaled God’s judgments that were beginning to come upon the world.  At this 

point, the Church is in heaven with our Savior.  (Indeed, He IS our Savior in every 

way, which includes saving us from the judgments to come!)  The 144,000 Israelites 

of chapter 7 have been sealed/marked with the name of God, the Father and the 

name of Christ, the Son.  The sealing of the 144,000 is a protective mark to preserve 

them through the judgments to come until they are united with Jesus their Messiah 

as we see in Revelation 14:1. 

With the opening of the seventh seal John says that there is silence in heaven for 

half an hour.  This silence is very important because heaven is a perpetually loud 

place.  Heaven is always described partly by its sounds. But in Revelation 8:1, we 

read that heaven is silent for 30 minutes.  This silence marks a momentous event 

because out of this seventh seal comes the judgments of God upon the earth and the 

people on earth.  These judgments begin with seven trumpet judgments. 

Let me remind you why I believe the judgments found in the Book of Revelation 

are literal.  We should interpret a text literally unless it indicates that what it is 

describing is obviously figurative, representative or symbolic.  Also, some scholars 

try to connect the seven trumpets to the plagues of Egypt or tie them to other biblical 

events, especially events presented in the Old Testament.  That means John would 

have: (1) seen or heard, then (2) associated what he saw or heard with his knowledge 

of the Old Testament and the teachings of Jesus, and (3) wrote the ‘cross-referenced’ 

version of what he heard or saw. That is just too much. John did not run his vision 

through theological filters as he wrote.  That is, he did not see the visions and cross-

reference them to the OT or to the teachings of Jesus to refine his descriptions.  He 

simply bore accurate witness to what he actually saw in the visions.    

For example, in chapter 1, he saw a vision of Jesus the Son of God and, although 

he certainly knew who He was, he did not name Him.  John also saw a vision of a 

man walking among lampstands who he knew was Jesus, and again, he did not 

name Him.  Further, John saw one sitting on a throne who he knew to be God, but he 

did not indicate that was who was on the throne.  John didn’t change the messages 



he heard from Jesus to give to the seven churches.  Finally, John said “I heard” or “I 

saw.” John just wrote what he saw and heard in his visions, except where he makes 

comments, which are always obvious from the text.  An example of a comment by 

John is when he said that he wept because no one was found to open the scroll 

(chapter 4) or, in chapter 10, where he says that he ate the little scroll.  These 

instances are obviously John’s additions.  The pattern then is this: John wrote what 

he heard and saw.  I take a literal view of these things, i.e. to the extent they can be 

clearly understood when taken literally. 

We have begun to see what is, without question, judgments from the hand of God.  

We know these are God’s judgments because the angels with the trumpets are sent 

from God’s presence, and as they blow the trumpets, the judgments are cast upon 

the earth. That these are God’s judgments is further illustrated in Revelation 8:5, 

which says, “Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and 

threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 

lightning, and an earthquake.” 

God’s people have been praying and crying out for vengeance.  The judgments 

are God’s answer to these prayers.  We have seen the first 4 judgments in chapter 8, 

but there is more to come, and we are told what is to come is even worse (It seems). 

Chapter 8 ended with these chilling words from Revelation 8:13, “Then I looked, and 

I heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead, “Woe, woe, 

woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the 

three angels are about to blow!”"” The word ‘woe’ is an onomatopoeia in Greek. 

‘Ouai’ is the sound a person makes when expressing deep grief.  But it is also a 

proclamation of a curse. It is clear in verse 13 that a curse has just been pronounced 

on everyone left on the earth – except those who have the seal of God on their 

foreheads. 

We now come to chapter 9 which tells us of the 5th trumpet. This is the longest 

description of all of the judgments. Revelation 9:1 says, “And the fifth angel blew his 

trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to 

the shaft of the bottomless pit.” This verse tells us of a star that is fallen from heaven. 

The Greek word is ‘astera,’ which refers to a heavenly body. However, this is NOT a 

physical star such as the one that has already fallen with the 4th Trumpet.  This is 



also not an asteroid or a comet because the first two words of verse 2 says, “And 

He”, which indicates that this is a being of some kind.   

In the Bible, angels are sometimes called stars.  In fact, Satan was known by the 

name Lucifer before his fall, and the name Lucifer means ‘Day Star’.  This is seen in 

Isaiah 14:12, which says, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the 

morning (literally: Day Star)! How you are cut down to the ground, you who 

weakened the nations!”   This is also seen in Job 38, where God was explaining His 

creation to Job.  He told him that the morning stars sang for joy as He laid the 

foundations of the earth.  So what we see in the 5th trumpet is not another star like 

the one that fell to the earth in the 4th Trumpet.  Rather, this is a personal being - 

almost certainly an angelic being. 

Next, Revelation 9:1 says that the star was fallen from heaven to the earth.  The 

word ‘fallen,’ in the Greek, is a perfect tense verb, which is common in biblical 

Greek. (We don’t have a perfect tense in English.)  A perfect tense verb indicates 

something that occurred in the past and the results of that action continue into the 

present.  So this star fell sometime in the past and continued to remain fallen.  The 

question now is: How was this angel fallen?  Is this an angel who tripped and fell off 

of a cloud?  To what is this referring?  Note this: Jude wrote about fallen angels in 

Jude 1:6, which says,  “And the angels who did not stay within their own position of 

authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under gloomy 

darkness until the judgment of the great day.” 

Revelation 12:3 – 4a seems to be telling us where this fallen angel came from. It 

describes the fall of Satan and the angels who rebelled with him against God. “And 

another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and 

ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars 

of heaven and cast them to the earth...” Therefore, the star in chapter 9:1 that fell 

from heaven down to earth almost has to be one of the angels who rebelled and was 

cast down to the earth. 

Also notice, in Revelation 9:1 that this star was given the key to the bottomless pit.  

Now here is one of those great mysteries.  We know who gave him the key and thus 

we know who is running this ‘show.’  We also know whose angel blew the trumpet?   

Further, we know who cast this angel down.  Obviously, it is God who is behind all 



of this!  But here is a mystery: We do not fully understand how that, throughout 

history and even at the consummation of the age, Satan and the fallen angels are able 

to work their rebellious deeds and yet still be under God’s authority – the authority 

they rebelled against.  Furthermore, we cannot fully understand why God uses them 

instead of destroying them.  But He does! They are fulfilling His plans to the letter!  

This should encourage us!  Who’s in charge?  Our God is!  Our God reigns!  

Here is what we are seeing in chapter 9: A fallen angel/demon has a key to THE 

bottomless pit!  The Greek word for ‘pit’ is ‘abyssou’ from which we get the word 

abyss.  And again, here is an important nuance: In the Greek text, the word for abyss 

is defined with a definite article, which in English is the word ‘the.’  So this verse 

refers to THE Abyss, not just any bottomless pit.   

Let’s now look closely at this word ‘abyss,’ which is fascinating and leads to 

something frightening for those left on the earth.  You may remember when Jesus 

encountered a man who had a legion of demons in him.  Luke 8:30 - 31 says, “Jesus 

then asked him, ‘What is your name?’ And he said, ‘Legion,’ for many demons had 

entered him. 31 And they begged him not to command them to depart into the 

abyss.”  So instead of sending them to the abyss, Jesus cast them into a herd of pigs! 

(Deviled ham! Lol!)  Incidentally, by this action, Jesus was certainly not being 

merciful to these demons.  Rather, He was showing His power to those who 

witnessed that event.   

Think about this: If Jesus sent these pigs to the abyss, there would be no witness 

to that.  However, everybody that witnessed this event heard the exchange and then 

saw the power of Christ displayed as thousands of pigs ran down the hill into the 

sea.  We also encounter, in Revelation 20:1 – 3, the abyss when Christ chains Satan 

and sends him into it for 1,000 years. This passage says, “Then I saw an angel 

coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a 

great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and 

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it 

and sealed it over him, so that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the 

thousand years were ended. After that he must be released for a little while.”  

This bottomless pit or abyss is a real place, and as odd as it sounds, it seems to be 

under in the earth.  (You know like all of those reports of people have heard 



screeching demons coming up through deep wells in Russia?  That’s not really them 

they are hearing but at least the direction seems to be right.) 

In Revelation 9:1, we saw a fallen angel and, by God’s authority, he was given a 

key to the abyss.  So what do you think he is going to do with this key?  Verse 2 tel ls 

us.  “He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like 

the smoke of a great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke 

from the shaft.” The smoke is probably just John’s first impression of what he saw 

which then became clearer in verse 3, which says, “Then from the smoke came 

locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the 

earth. “ These creatures are not actual locusts but in John’s vision, he sees them that 

way.  Why?  Because they swarm like locusts even though they do not look like 

locusts, as we will see in a moment.  (A recent swarm in Cairo, Egypt was estimated 

at 30 million locusts and looked like smoke.)  This swarm of ‘locusts’ was like 

smoke.  And these creatures that swarm like locusts have the power of scorpions 

who sting, leaving their victims in agonizing pain. 

Another reason we know these creatures are not literal locusts is because they 

have no interest in the vegetation.  Revelation 9:4 says, “They were to ld not to harm 

the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do 

not have the seal of God on their foreheads.” This verse tells us that these creatures 

target only human beings.  They rise out of the abyss to inflict agony on the people 

who are left on the earth except those who have the mark of God on their foreheads.  

(Remember that God is protecting the sealed-144,000 for the day of salvation of the 

Jews.)  Those who DO NOT have God’s seal are tormented.   

Remember that God gave Satan permission to afflict Job with painful boils from 

head to toe but he could not take his life.   In a similar way, these creatures can 

inflict pain on people, but they cannot kill them.  We see this in Revelation 9:5 – 6, 

which says, “They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill 

them, and their torment was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone. 

And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, 

but death will flee from them.”  This passage tells us how bad it will be for mankind!  

The creatures don’t kill; they just inflict pain.  This pain is so bad that people desire 

to die but can’t.  It is interesting that, in other judgments, people do die, but in this 



one, it seems as though God keeps men alive to experience the full agony of His 

judgment.   

In Revelation 9:7 - 10, we have a detailed description of these ‘locusts.’  “In 

appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were 

what looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces, their hair like 

women’s hair, and their teeth like lions’ teeth; they had breastplates like breastplates 

of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise of many chariots with horses 

rushing into battle. They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt 

people for five months is in their tails.” 

You may have heard some of the sensationalist end-times teachers say that these 

are apache helicopters flying around shooting people or some silliness like that.  

However, the description in these verses just doesn’t match with that kind of thing.  

Why?  Because these ‘locusts’ are not allowed to kill.  (If one gets shot with a missile 

from an apache helicopter, he will die.)  Remember John is conveying a vision.  He 

can’t even describe these creatures definitively.  This is why he uses the word ‘like’ 

over and over in his description of them.  Notice he also says that they are shaped 

LIKE battle-horses, have faces LIKE a man, have hair LIKE women’s hair, have teeth 

LIKE lion’s teeth and have breastplates LIKE iron, with sounds LIKE chariots and 

horses and tails LIKE scorpions.  These creatures were indescribable except for what 

they were sent to do, which was to have the power to hurt men for five months.   

So Who are these creatures?  Well, we know they were released from the abyss – 

the place where the Bible says that fallen angels are imprisoned.  We also know from 

Revelation 9:11 who their king was. “They have as king over them the angel of the 

bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called 

Apollyon.” The name of the king of these creatures, in both Hebrew and Greek, 

means ‘Destroyer.’  Therefore, the commander of this hoard of creatures is a fallen 

angel who is set on destruction. Some interpreters think that this is Satan himself.  

Or perhaps this king is a fallen angel of rank given the authority over these 

creatures.   

Here is what we can conclude from this passage:  These creatures are a demonic 

hoard released from the pit where they have been bound since their rebellion.  And 

now they are released to do what God sends them to do.  Make no mistake about it!   



GOD is in control!  This is HIS judgment and He is just using rebel-angels to carry it 

out.  Indeed, our God reigns! 

In Revelation 9:12, we read: “One woe is past. Behold, still two more woes are 

coming after these things.”  Then, in verses 13 – 14, we read: “Then the sixth angel 

blew his trumpet, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar before 

God, saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who 

are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 

Notice the reference to the ‘golden altar before God.’  An order comes down from 

a voice connected with the four horns of this altar. The altar that is in view all 

through this section of Revelation is the altar of incense in heaven.  It may be hard to 

comprehend, but the scripture teaches that the earthly tabernacle was modeled after 

the heavenly tabernacle.  And the altar of incense was one of three pieces of 

furniture in the Holy Place of the tabernacle.  But it was nearer to the Holy of Holies 

than the other two pieces of furniture.  Now here is what’s most important: This 

altar of incense was directly on the other side of the veil that separated the Holy of 

Holies from the Holy Place.   So this altar was only six inches from the Ark of the 

Covenant, which was in the Holy of Holies. 

The imagery here is crystal clear.  The incense that was burned on the altar of 

incense by the priests represented the prayers of God’s people.  These prayers were 

born next to the place of God’s presence with His people, i.e. the Holy of Holies 

which housed the Ark of the Covenant.   Remember that it was this altar in the 

heavenly tabernacle under which the martyrs were crying out to God in the fifth 

seal.  So the voice from the horns of the altar (9:13) reinforces what we already know.  

We know that God is acting against His enemies and against the enemies of his 

people.  And His actions are, at least in part, a response to the prayers of his people.   

We have seen that the voice speaks from the altar of incense to the 6th angel.  This 

angel is ordered to release four angels who have been bound at the Euphrates River.  

The question now is, “What is the significance of the Euphrates River?”  The 

Euphrates River area is considered the center of human civilization.  In Genesis 2:10 

– 14, we read: “A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided 

and became four rivers. The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 

around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is 



good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the second river is the Gihon. 

It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush.  And the name of the third 

river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the fourth river is the 

Euphrates.”   

We know the following concerning this area: the very first satanic deception 

happened there; the very first human rebellion happened there; the first murder 

happened there.  Also, the civilizations that have opposed God’s people throughout 

history have been located in this area.  For example, we know that Babel, which was 

the first attempt at a world-empire, was located near the Euphrates River.  This was 

also true of both the Assyria and Babylonian Empires.  And, even today, the 

Euphrates River runs through the nations that are threatening present-day Israel.  

This geographical area starts in the mountains of Turkey and runs through Syria and 

Iraq.  It then forms the southernmost border between Iraq and Iran before it empties 

into the Persian Gulf.  

The Euphrates River area is also important because it is the border of the land that 

belongs to the people of God.  The little sliver of land that present Israel now 

possesses is not all the land that God promised Abraham in Genesis 15:18, which 

says, “On the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying: ‘To your 

descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the 

River Euphrates.’”  This encompasses the area from the Nile on the South and the 

Euphrates River on the North.  I share all this because I want you to get the sense of 

how important the Euphrates River is.  That is, to know how central it is to the 

history of God’s people and those who have opposed God and His people.  

In Revelation 9:14, we saw that the four angels were released from the Euphrates 

River, but for what purpose?  Revelation 9:15 makes that purpose clear.  It says, “So 

the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the 

year, were released to kill a third of mankind.”  Think about this: How many people 

does the Book of Revelation tell us have died on the earth since the antichrist began 

his rise to power?  We will answer this question in terms of today’s numbers.  In 

January 2021 there were about 7.6 billion people on the earth.  We have seen that ¼ 

of the people of the earth die in the 4th seal, which leaves 5,700,000,000 people.  In 

chapter 9, we are learning that another 1/3 of the earth’s people will die.  This leaves 



3.8 billion people on the earth, which is half of the original 7.6 billion.  This doesn’t 

count the ones who died from the poison waters of the third trumpet. We must also 

consider that John’s number is not exact but his estimate based on what he sees.  

The question now is, “How will 1/3 of the earth’s population die?”  Revelation 

9:16 - 19 says, “The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten 

thousand; I heard their number. And this is how I saw the horses in my vision and 

those who rode them: they wore breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of 

sulfur, and the heads of the horses were like lions’ heads, and fire and smoke and 

sulfur came out of their mouths. By these three plagues a third of mankind was 

killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths. For the power 

of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents with 

heads, and by means of them they wound.” 

You may have heard some writers say that this refers to the Chinese army.  

However, China’s People’s Liberation Army, as it is called, only has about 1.5 

million soldiers.  Even if you count the militia, the number will not be anywhere 

close to 200 million.   We know that this number is literal because John said in verse 

16, “I heard the number.”  But even if you combined all of the armies in Islamic 

nations and India and elsewhere, it doesn’t come close to 200 million.  Therefore, we 

should conclude that this is not a human army.   

We have already seen four horsemen (Revelation 6) who are not literal men on 

horses but rather are symbolic.  The same thing is true regarding these 200 million 

horsemen with breastplates of red, blue and yellow.  In verses 16 – 19 of chapter 6, 

we are told that the horses’ heads are like lions, which breathe out fire, smoke and 

brimstone, and 1/3 of mankind will be killed by the fire, smoke and brimstone that 

they breathe out.  So who are these horsemen?  I think the only thing they can be is 

another hoard of demons released on the earth, this time not just to inflict pain for 

five months, but to also kill.   

Now the question is: Can demons actually kill men?  Let’s go back to Job again – 

to the time when God handed him to Satan.   Remember that He first said to Satan, 

“Do not touch HIM.”  However, Satan did use the power that was given to him to 

kill Job’s children and servants.  Then the second time God told Satan this: “Do not 

kill him.”  This tells us very clearly that, if permitted by God, Satan can kill.  (We 



know that the holy angels killed, in fact, one angel killed 185,000 men in a single 

night.)   So this demonic slaughter, ordered by an righteous God avenging His 

people, is not a stretch at all, is it?  This will be a terrifying time for those left on the 

earth!   

Some people ask, “Is it right for God to bring such wrath on the earth? Is it just?”  

In the next section, we will see how God’s people who are called Witnesses are 

treated by Satan, the world and the antichrist.  Then, when we study chapters 10 – 

13, we will see how the saints are treated and how Jesus was treated.  It will become 

clear that Satan and the kingdoms of this world deserve what is coming because of 

their hatred toward Christ and the saints.  YES, God IS just!  He is right to hear the 

prayers of His people and He has right to pour out his wrath on Satan, the world 

and the beast!  His destruction of those who oppose Him and His people is 

righteous!  This will become clear in our next study. 

Now notice this: In the midst of all of this, the people on the earth are not moved 

one inch from their obstinate attitudes and actions. Revelation 9:20 - 21 says, “The 

rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works 

of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and 

bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent 

of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.”  

How could men possibly continue in their idolatry and immorality and sorcery 

(drug abuse) and theft? We would think that reasonable, sensible people would 

understand that this is the hand of God and that they would turn from their sin and 

beg for God’s mercy. And the fact is, they DID know; they have known since the 

sign of Christ appeared. Revelation 6:15-17 says, “Then the kings of the earth and the 

great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and 

free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling to 

the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated 

on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has 

come, and who can stand?’" Even though they know they are under the judgment of 

God, they will not repent of their sinful ways!  Why? Because they can’t. Remember 

they are under a strong delusion - as Paul called it - sent by God. It reminds me of 

what was said about Esau after he rejected his birthright. Hebrews 12:17 say, 



“…afterward, when he wanted to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found 

no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears.”  

Previously I mentioned that the delusion Paul said God sends upon men 

corresponds with what men want of God and His will and His law anyway. God 

grants repentance as is seen in Acts 5, 11 and 13.  However, there is nothing unjust 

about God withholding repentance from people like Esau who wanted pleasure and 

later wanted God’s blessing.  Also, there is nothing unjust about God sending a 

delusion upon men and women who want nothing to do with Him until His 

judgment begins to fall. It’s like people today for whom God may as well not exist 

until some calamity strikes them, their family or their town. God owes us nothing! 

This is especially true when since, most of our lives, we want nothing to do Him. 

You can legitimately say that God withholding repentance from them is just giving 

them exactly what they have wanted all their lives! 

As a result, there not one single instance in the Book of Revelation where a single 

person comes to Christ during the Great Tribulation. Not one! And that doesn’t 

change throughout the book. Chapter 16 says, that, when the judgments resume, 

“they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did 

not repent and give Him glory.” This chapter also tells us: “They blasphemed the 

God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their 

deeds.” 



Revelation 10 - No More Delay 

 

In our last chapter, we ended with a sense of awe concerning God’s righteous 

wrath against sin.   As we continue our study in the Book of Revelation, the earth 

has been afflicted by catastrophic events that have left the people who remain in fear 

but also in defiance.  And, of course, this question arises: “Are God’s judgments 

righteous?” To that question, we know God’s judgments are always righteous 

because He is righteous!  In Genesis 18, Abraham stated, by way of a rhetorical 

question, this same truth.  He said, “Will not the judge of all the earth do what is 

right?”   Yes, He will and yes, He does!  Also, in Romans 2:5, Paul stated this reality 

concerning all men: “But because of your hard and impenitent heart, you are storing 

up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be 

revealed.”  

In the flow of the Book of Revelation, the day of God’s wrath has come!  This 

judgment is everything God warned it would be!  In fact, note what God inspired the 

prophet Isaiah to write concerning His judgment: “Wail, for the day of the LORD is 

near; as destruction from the Almighty it will come! Therefore, all hands will be 

feeble, and every human heart will melt. They will be dismayed: pangs and agony 

will seize them; they will be in anguish like a woman in labor. They will look aghast 

at one another; their faces will be aflame. Behold, the day of the LORD comes, cruel, 

with wrath and fierce anger, to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners 

from it. For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; 

the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. I will punish 

the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; I will put an end to the pomp 

of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. I will make people 

more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. Therefore I will make 

the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, at the wrath of the 

LORD of hosts in the day of his fierce anger.” (Isaiah 13:6 – 13)  

Doesn’t this passage sound like what we have already seen in the Book of 

Revelation?  But note this: God’s judgment is not yet finished, even though it will be 

soon.  It is also very important to note this: In the midst of all the judgments, the 

obstinate hearts of the people on earth have not moved one inch.  Look at Revelation 



9:20 – 21. “The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent 

of the works of their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and 

silver and bronze and stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did 

they repent of their murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 

thefts.”    

In light of this passage, how can people possibly continue in their idolatry, 

immorality, sorcery (drug abuse) and theft?  We would think that reasonable and 

sensible people would understand that this is the hand of God and thus turn from 

their sin and beg for God’s mercy.  But remember that they were under a strong 

delusion, as Paul called it - a delusion sent by God.  So they could not repent.   

This scenario does not change throughout the Book of Revelation.  For example, in 

chapter 16, when the judgments resume, we read, “They blasphemed the name of 

God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent and give Him 

glory.”  Chapter 16 also says, “They blasphemed the God of heaven because of their 

pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.”   

The refusal of mankind to repent leads us to chapters 10 and 11 where we see two 

key statements.  First, in chapter 10, verse 6, we read, “There should be delay no 

longer.”  Second, in the 15th verse of chapter 11, we read, “The kingdom of this world 

has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.”  These two key statements 

are the declarations of the end! 

Let’s now look at the timeline and note that, when the judgment of the 6th 

trumpet is finished, we are at the very end of the Great Tribulation.  This is why 

Revelation 11:15 will say, “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were 

loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom 

of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.’” This sound of 

that last trumpet signals the inauguration of the kingdom of the Messiah. As we will 

see, this trumpet will blow and God will send seven more angels to pour out the last 

of His judgments (symbolically from bowls) on the earth and its inhabitants.  And 

when the seventh/last bowl is poured out, the beast and the kings of the earth will be 

gathered for battle but they will be defeated by Christ.  Then Christ will take His 

throne and reign!   The kingdoms of this world will become the Kingdom of our 

Lord and of His Christ! 



What John sees and hears in Chapter 10 tells us that we are at the end. Revelation 

10:1, “Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven, wrapped in a 

cloud, with a rainbow over his head, and his face was like the sun, and his legs like 

pillars of fire.” Scholars are divided about the identity of this angel. (Imagine that!  

Interpretive disputes in the book of Revelation!) Some interpreters say that this angel 

is ‘Christ.’ You can see why they hold this view because the description in this verse 

is similar to the description of Christ in Revelation 1:12 – 15, which says, “Then I 

turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning I saw seven golden 

lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a 

long robe and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, 

like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like 

burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many 

waters.” 

The person in Revelation  10:1 is like, but not exactly like, the description of 

Christ that we just read in chapter 1.   Also, Christ is never referred to as an angel 

elsewhere in the Book of Revelation, simply because He is not an angel!  So this 

angel in verse 1 is a mighty angel, but he is not Christ. 

In Revelation 10:2, we read, “He had a little scroll open in his hand. And he set his 

right foot on the sea, and his left foot on the land.” The fact that this angel had a 

little scroll in his hand makes us think about the scroll, which is the seven-sealed 

scroll that the Lamb (Jesus) took from the One on the heavenly throne in chapter 5.  

The contents of this scroll are, in part, what we have already seen in chapters 6 - 9.  

Some scholars think this is that same scroll because it seems to make sense to have 

Christ standing with the totally-open-scroll showing that the consummation has 

come.  But since this angel is not Jesus, this is not the same scroll as the seven-sealed 

scroll. And, also note that in verse 2, the scroll is called a ‘little scroll’ or a little book 

(‘biblios’ in Greek).  Also, note that there are no seals mentioned in connection with 

this scroll.  This little scroll is clearly a different scroll held by an angel rather than 

by Jesus, the Lamb of God.   

Verse 2 also tells us that this angel is standing with one foot on the land and one 

foot on the sea.  This can mean one of two things - both referring to the same thing.  

The words ‘land’ and ‘sea’ can refer to both Jews and Gentiles or they can refer to  



the whole earth.  Either way, the vision is showing that the angel is conveying God’s 

message to the earth.  

Revelation 10:3 - 4 says, the angel “called out with a loud voice, like a lion 

roaring. When he called out, the seven thunders sounded. And when the seven 

thunders had sounded, I was about to write, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, 

‘Seal up what the seven thunders have said, and do not write it down.’”  These two 

verses are a mystery to us.  They are unresolved and unresolvable.  One preacher  

relates that, after he preached from this passage, someone came up to him and said, 

“What did the 7 thunders say?”  Of course he could not answer that question, nor 

can we because John was told not to write it down. This tells us something very 

important.  It tells us that, even with all that the prophecies of the Bible, some things 

are not revealed.  Why?  Because there are things God does not want us to know – 

yet.   

However, we DO know that what the angel said is very clear.  Look at Revelation 

10:5 – 7, which says, “And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on the land 

raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and ever, who 

created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea and what is 

in it, that there would be no more delay, but that in the days of the trumpet call to be 

sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he 

announced to his servants the prophets.” There are two things that stand out in this 

passage. First, there is the oath the angel swore by God, the One who lives forever 

and created all things.  And, because of this oath to God, you can ‘take this 

declaration to the bank’ so to speak. The second thing that stands out in this passage 

is the angel’s sure message, which was this: “There will be no more delay!”   

The angel’s warning in chapter 10 reminds me of something that occurred at the 

end of World War II.  After the United States dropped the first atomic bomb on 

Hiroshima, and before it dropped the atomic bomb on Nagasaki, leaflets were 

dropped over Nagasaki with this message: “TO THE JAPANESE PEOPLE:  America 

asks that you take immediate heed of what we say on this leaflet.  We are in 

possession of the most destructive explosive ever devised by man. A single one of 

our newly developed atomic bombs is actually the equivalent in explosive power to 

what 2,000 of our giant B-29s can carry on a single mission. This awful fact is one for 



you to ponder and we solemnly assure you it is grimly accurate.  We have just begun 

to use this weapon against your homeland. If you still have any doubt, make inquiry 

as to what happened to Hiroshima when just one atomic bomb fell on that city. 

Before using this bomb to destroy every resource of the military by which they are 

prolonging this useless war, we ask that you now petition the Emperor to end the 

war.”   

This is perfect illustration of both the demonstration and the warning that God 

had given to the earth that led to the angel’s declaration of judgment in chapter 10.  

As Jesus said, the gospel will have been preached to the whole world. And, in 

addition to the warnings and the preaching of the gospel, the first six judgments 

have already been executed.   

What does all of this tell us about God?  It tells us of His goodness toward men in 

general.  However, remember that, while He was mercifully withholding His full 

and final judgment, we read in 9:20 – 21, [They] “did not repent of the works of their 

hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and 

stone and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk, nor did they repent of their 

murders or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their thefts.” The same thing 

was true of those who lived in Japan during the war.   Three days after the bomb fell 

on Hiroshima, and after they received and disregarded the warnings from the US, 

the bomb that finished the war fell on Nagasaki!  When the angel said, in Revelation 

10:6, “No more delay, He was in effect saying, ‘The seventh trumpet is the bomb that 

will end the war!’”  This angel stood on the land and sea, raised his right hand to 

heaven and swore by God: “No more delays!”   

Then verse 7 says, “But that, in the days of the trumpet call to be sounded by the 

seventh angel, the mystery of God would be fulfilled, just as he announced to his 

servants the prophets.” It is so important that we understand this regarding the 

mystery of God. The word mystery doesn’t refer to something we would consider as 

being mysterious.  Rather, it refers to something known only to God that often was 

progressively revealed to the prophets and through the prophets.   

What do we mean by saying that God progressively revealed truth to and through 

the prophets?   We know, from the Bible, that everything that has and will occur in 

history was predetermined by God.  We know this is true because of the following 



scriptures: (1) Hebrews 4:3 says that God’s works were completed from the 

foundation of the world;  (2) First Peter 1:20 says that the incarnation, death and 

resurrection of Christ was ordained from the foundation of the world; (3)  Ephesians 

1:4 says that we were chosen in Christ from the foundation of the world;  (4)  

Revelation 17 says that the names of God’s people are written in the Book of Life 

from the foundation of the world. (5) Acts 15 says that God has fixed a time when he 

will judge the world through the man He has appointed.  

Second Timothy 1:9 – 10 teaches the same truth as do the scriptures we have just 

referenced. Paul wrote, “[God] saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because 

of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ 

Jesus before the ages began, and which now has been manifested through the 

appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel” 

In addition to the passages above are other passages that speak of the things that 

God reveals progressively to and through His apostles (prophets). Some of them are: 

(1) His wrath (Romans 1);  (2) His righteousness that does not come through the law 

but through faith in Christ (Romans 3); (3) His glory that will one day be revealed in 

the saints (Romans 8); (4) His revelation that believing Gentiles are fellow heirs with 

true Israelites (Ephesians 2); (5)  His revelation that the life of Christ dwells in us and 

will take us to glory (Colossians 1). 

Now with these things in mind, let’s go back to the Garden of Eden and ask, 

“How many of the revelations that we have mentioned were known or understood 

by Adam and Eve?”  None!  But starting after they sinned, God began to progressive 

reveal the mystery of the gospel; the mystery of the kingdom; the mystery of Christ.  

He did this little by little, step by step, both through His prophets and through 

Christ and His apostles.  For example, concerning His parables, Jesus said this: “All 

these things Jesus spoke to the multitude in parables; and without a parable He did 

not speak to them, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, 

saying: "I will open My mouth in parables; I will utter things kept secret from the 

foundation of the world." (Matthew 13:34 – 35) 

What that as background, to what mystery was the angel referring in Revelation 

10:7 when he said, “The mystery of God is finished?”  He was referring to  



everything!  Why?  Because everything finds its finish, its completion, its fulfillment 

in Christ!  Read what Paul wrote to Timothy in 1 Timothy 3:14 – 16.  “I hope to come 

to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know 

how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living 

God, a pillar and buttress of the truth. Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of 

godliness: He was manifested in the flesh, vindicated by the Spirit, seen by angels, 

proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”   

The word ‘godliness,’ in verse 16, basically refers to the practice of true religion.  

The mystery, which we, the church, now hold as the pillar and foundation of the 

truth, was revealed when Jesus came in the flesh, lived, died and rose from the 

dead.  This mystery will be complete when He splits the sky, destroys His 

enemies with the word of His mouth, and sets His foot on the Mount of Olives.  It 

is then that the mystery of God will be finished, i.e. what God ordained from the 

foundation of the world will be completed.   So, what we are seeing in chapter 10 is 

this:  The completion of the mystery God has revealed throughout human history, 

which leads to and finds its completion in Christ on His throne! 

In Revelation 10:8 – 11, John finally John gets a taste of the end – so to speak!  This 

passage says, “Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me again, 

saying, ‘Go, take the scroll that is open in the hand of the angel  who is standing on 

the sea and on the land.’ So I went to the angel and told him to give me the little 

scroll. And he said to me, ‘Take and eat it; it will make your stomach bitter, but in 

your mouth, it will be sweet as honey.’ And I took the little scroll from the hand of 

the angel and ate it. It was sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it my 

stomach was made bitter. And I was told, ‘You must again prophesy about many 

peoples and nations and languages and kings.’”    

This passage tells us that John was commanded to take the little scroll and eat it.  

Of course, this is a metaphor for receiving the message of the scroll.  And what we 

read next explains John’s reaction to the message of the scroll. At first, it was 

pleasant tasting, sweet, and something that was welcome and joyful.  This sweet 

taste refers to these facts: Christ is coming to reign; His kingdom is near; the saints 

will be exalted.  So everything promised for God’s people is near, and that tastes 

very, very good!  However, what tasted sweet at first, turned sour and bitter in 



John’s stomach.  Why?  Because, for Christ to reign, the kingdoms of the world had 

to be overthrown and destroyed, which meant more judgment to come. 

The angel’s declaration was bittersweet.  But isn’t that how  things will be with us 

when Christ brings history to an end?  What do I mean?  Well, remember that Jesus 

taught us to pray, “Thy kingdom come,” and we do so because we are longing for 

that day!  But what does that actually mean for the world-at-large?  When the 

kingdom of God, ruled by Christ, comes on this earth, what will it mean for people 

we know and for people we love?  For some of them it will mean judgment and final 

judgment and the lake of fire. It is bittersweet because some people will stand with 

Christ and some will fall under His wrath.  Some will be saved and some will be 

destroyed and damned forever!  It will indeed be bittersweet! 

  



Revelation 11 - A Temple, Two Witnesses and the Kingdom 

 

So far in our study, we have established, with a high level of confidence, the 

timeline for the events described in John’s visions in the Book of Revelation.  Daniel 

spoke of a one-week period that is yet to come (seven years) in which God’s 

purposes for His people (the saints) will be fulfilled (Daniel 9). He also spoke of 

events beginning in the middle of that week as well as what will happen over the 

course of “time, times and half a time” (3 ½ years).  It is during that period a man 

called a little horn in Daniel 7 will exalt himself above God (2 Thessalonians 2).  

This is the event Jesus called the ‘Abomination of Desolation,’ following which 

the saints of God will be persecuted.  In Matthew 24, Jesus said that the persecution 

(Great tribulation) that begins with the Abomination of Desolation will be so bad for 

the saints, that if it were not cut short, no flesh would be saved, even the elect people 

of God.  But even though the saints will suffer at the hands of the wicked world, we 

are assured of God’s protection!  In the end, the saints will stand while the wicked 

world falls under the judgment of God. 

I am giving this introduction because Revelation 11 gives us another glimpse into 

what will happen during that time Jesus called the Great Tribulation.  In verses 1 – 2, 

we read, “Then I was given a measuring rod like a staff, and I was told, “Rise and 

measure the temple of God and the altar and those who worship there, but do not 

measure the court outside the temple; leave that out, for it is given over to the 

nations, and they will trample the holy city for forty-two months.” John was given a 

reed-like a measuring rod, which is the basically the equivalent of our measuring 

tape. We don’t know anything specific about the reed in John’s vision except that it 

was a measuring instrument John was given to measure the temple of God and the 

altar. 

Why was John told to measure the temple?  In scripture, measuring property or 

land had several purposes.  It was used to determine the land that was to be given, 

sold or to be used for a specific purpose.  We see this in the Book of Numbers when 

pasture land was measured for the Levites, the priestly tribe.  In Deuteronomy 19, a 

part of the land was measured out to be a city of refuge for those who accidentally 

killed another person.  In Ezekiel 40, in his vision of the millennial temple of 



Messiah, Ezekiel saw a man with a measuring line and a reed to measure parts of the 

temple and its environs.  A measuring instrument was also used to mark the land for 

God’s protection.   

In Zechariah 2, we read of God sending a man to measure Jerusalem and said that 

He would be a wall of fire around it and the glory in its midst (symbolizing 

protection).  Further, a measuring rod was used symbolically to measure out a land 

for judgment during the time that the evil king, Manasseh, ruled Judah.  In 2 Kings 

21:13 – 15, God said this through his prophet: “And I will stretch over Jerusalem the 

measuring line of Samaria, and the plumb line of the house of Ahab, and I will wipe 

Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down. And I will 

forsake the remnant of my heritage and give them into the hand of their enemies, 

and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies, because they have 

done what is evil in my sight and have provoked me to anger, since the day their 

fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day.” 

The purpose of the measuring rod given to John in his vision was to designate 

those who were to be protected and those who were to fall under God’s judgment.  

First, the saints were measured for protection. We see that because it was not the 

entire temple complex that was to be measured.  The word used for ‘temple’ in 

chapter 11 is ‘naos,’ which refers only to the holy places of the temple.  Specifically, 

it referred to the Holy Place where the priests served the Lord of behalf of the 

people, and also to the Holy of Holies where God dwelt with His people.  A curtain 

separated the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. There was also the altar where the 

sacrifices were made. John was told, "Rise and measure the temple of God, the altar, 

and those who worship there.” The words ‘those who worship there’ can only refer 

to those who draw near to God through Christ and worship Him in Spirit and truth 

(see John 4).  These are the ones who have drawn near to God and meet Him in the 

Holy Place in worship, as the priests did when they offered sacrifices and tended the 

articles in the Holy Place. This cannot refer to anyone else because worship is not in 

the hearts of anyone who is not in Christ.  

Verse 2 of chapter 11 tells us that the outer temple area was not measured.  

Remember that John’s only frame of reference was Herod’s temple, which he had 

visited many times with Jesus and His other followers.  This temple had an outer 



court called the ‘Court of the Gentiles.’  Gentiles could go into this court, but they 

could not go into the ‘Naos’ where only priests worshipped.  Neither could they go 

into the area were sacrifices were made.  

What, then, are we to gather from all of this?  The answer is found in what Paul 

wrote in Ephesians 2:11 – 14. “Therefore, remember that, at one time you Gentiles in 

the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is 

made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at that time separated from 

Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 

promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you 

who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.” Do not miss 

what this passage teaches! When believing Gentiles come into Christ, they are 

brought into God’s true Israel.  They are made children of Abraham (Jews) through 

faith in Christ! They come under God’s protection as His worshipping people. We 

who are believers were once like those who trampled the outer court that was not 

measured.  But Ephesians 2:11 says in Christ we have been brought near!  That is, we 

have become true worshippers!  

But there is even something more than this! Through Christ, we believers ARE the 

temple of God, collectively and individually! First Corinthians 3 and 6 make that 

very clear. So the temple (Naos) John measured in Revelation 11 refers to the 

Church, the true Israel, those who are the saints of God. This is why the temple that 

was being measured in chapter 11, and thus the worshippers being measured, refers 

to the Church. 

Some interpreters think that the temple John sees in chapter 11 is a vision of a 

rebuilt temple in Jerusalem during the Great Tribulation.  Here is why this cannot 

the correct interpretation:  If the people of Israel build a new temple, God will not be 

there and He will not protect it!  He has not dwelt with the Israelites in their temple 

since the days of Ezekiel (see Ezekiel chapters 9 - 11).  Also, if the Jews start offering 

sacrifices in this so-called temple, it would be an offence of the highest order to God!  

Why?  Because it would be a blatant denial of the sufficiency of the death of God’s 

Son - the Lamb of God, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  So such a ‘temple’ could never be 

called Naos because it is NOT God’s sanctuary! It is NOT holy to the Lord!  God 

would never protect it since it would be an offence to Him!   



Now, what does all of this mean? This is a dividing line that is drawn.  Before 

judgment falls on the earth, we have seen who God will save and who He will 

destroy.  Indeed, God will save His people and destroy His enemies!  As one of my 

favorite statements in the Bible says, “But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this 

seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ and, ‘Let everyone who names the name 

of the Lord depart from iniquity.’” (2 Timothy 2:19)  Revelation 11:1 – 2 is also telling 

us that God knows His people.  He saves and protects those who serve and worship 

Him. Even through the horrible persecutions of the beast and those who follow him, 

the church is kept faithful while others will be deceived and fall into apostasy. Then, 

as we have seen in Revelation 7, the saints will be delivered out of the Great 

Tribulation and appear before the throne of God.  

However, everyone else will be left out because they are not God’s Naos (temple).  

The text makes this point clearly. In Revelation 11:2 it says, “leave out the court 

which is outside the temple, and do not measure it.” The words ‘leave out’ in verse 2 

is very strong. It means to throw away.  These words underscore the importance of 

our God’s love for us and of His grip on us.  We who are believers are measured, 

protected and rescued but the rest are thrown out! 

Verse 2 also says they (the world outside) will trample the holy city for 42 months.  

This could refer to Jerusalem because, as we have seen, this is where the Man of 

Lawlessness has his seat of power.  And it would be correct to say that Jerusalem 

would be trampled since it will be under the control of Gentiles (the World) for the 

duration of the Great Tribulation (a 42-month period).  However, I think the “holy 

city” may refer to the Church, not Jerusalem.  There are two reasons I believe that: 

(1) The temple that is referred to in the same paragraph of chapter 11 is figurative for 

the saints.  It doesn’t make sense to mix figurative and literal language in the same 

paragraph.  (2) In Revelation 21:9 - 10, the Church is called the New Jerusalem. 

“Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last 

plagues and spoke to me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the 

Lamb.’ And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed 

me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.”  (If you need to 

read that chapter to understand this point, please do.) 



So to conclude this part of chapter 11, for 42 months the saints will be trampled 

underfoot by the unbelieving Gentile world.  But they have been measured out and 

marked out for God’s protection.  Many in the visible church will fall away, as Paul 

said to the Thessalonians, but true believers will endure to the end and be saved or 

delivered from God’s wrath. 

Now we come to one of the most interesting and also debated and disputed 

passages in Revelation.  I called this the Delivery of God’s Final Warnings. In 

Revelation 11:3 - 4, we are introduced to God’s last two messengers during the Great 

Tribulation.  This passage says, “And I will give power to my two witnesses, and 

they will prophesy one thousand two hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth. 

These are the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the God of the 

earth.” Interpreters vary as to the identity of these two witnesses.  Some Preterists 

(those who believe that the Book of Revelation speaks only about the first century) 

say these witnesses refer to Peter and Paul.  They hold this view because verse 9 says 

that their bodies are not allowed to be buried. Some traditions say that the Emperor 

Nero, who some Preterists believe to be the beast of Revelation 13, did not allow 

Peter and Paul a burial when they were executed.  Others say these witnesses are 

figurative, referring to the Law and the Prophets, i.e. the Old Testament.  Then there 

are some interpreters who believe the two witnesses are symbolic for the Church as 

it prophesies and preaches the gospel through the centuries.  

Treating these witnesses figuratively or symbolically makes no sense. The way 

some of the details of this passage are interpreted symbolically by some are beyond 

credibility.  For example, some say the fire that comes from the mouths of the two 

witnesses is the same as the sword from the mouth of Jesus and thus represents the 

Word of God. If this is the case, what does it mean when it says that this fire 

‘consumes the adversaries?  These interpreters also say the ability of the witnesses to 

afflict the world with plagues is a reference to the prayers for vengeance offered by 

the saints under the altar in the 5th seal in chapter 6. But how does that make any 

sense? The saints under the altar are asking for vengeance, not dispensing it. 

Further, some say the 1,260 days refers to the entirety of church history.   But, if that 

is true, surely it has to relate to some corresponding period of history.  How does 

1,260 equate to what is now 1,990 years since Revelation was written?  Some argue 



that the 1,260 days is 3 ½ years, and 3 ½ years is half of 7 years.  So they say, the 7 

years refers to the entirety of human history and 3 ½ years refers to the age of the 

church which is the last part of human history.  I understand their reasoning, but is 

too much of stretch for me to accept this view.   

What about taking this literally? It certainly makes more sense. Many interpreters 

believe the two witnesses are Moses and Elijah. Remember that, during the 

transfiguration of Christ, the two men who came down and stood with Jesus where 

Moses and Elijah.  And just like these two witnesses in Revelation 11, Moses and 

Elijah both worked miracles as signs while they proclaimed God’s message. John’s 

vision saw these witnesses turn water into blood, which is something Moses did.  

And John saw them shutting up the rain as Elijah did.  Others say that the two 

witnesses may refer to Enoch and Elijah.  This makes sense because neither of these 

witnesses died. They were taken up by God as if he had something for them to do 

later.  We know both of these men were preachers who proclaimed the judgments of 

God.  Elijah’s words are recorded in the Old Testament and we have some of 

Enoch’s words quoted in Jude 1:14 -15.  These words speak directly of the end times. 

“Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, 

‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judgment on all, 

to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they 

have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly 

sinners have spoken against Him.’" 

Here is my argument: What if we were to take the passage in Revelation 11 

literally and say that these witnesses are actual men who preach for 1,260 days? Why 

not?  First, we know that 1,260 days is 3 ½ years which aligns with the last half of 

Daniel’s 70th week and also aligns with the time Jesus called the Great Tribulation. 

These may be actual witnesses like Enoch and Elijah whose ministry aligns with that 

period?  Is this a viable view?  Of course, because God is able to place His witnesses 

wherever he wants them – something He has always done.  And He is able to 

inspire his witnesses to proclaim his message to whomever He desires.  So whether 

these witnesses come in the spirit of Moses, Elijah or Enoch or whether these are 

literally two of those men preserved alive for this day – whatever the case, we know 

God is able to send them and use them as He desires.  



Let’s assume that these are two literal witnesses?  What kind of message do they 

speak?  They are called ‘two olive trees’ and ‘two lampstands’ standing before God.  

This description points us to the Book of Zechariah where we find two men, 

Zerubbabel and Joshua.  God used these two men to rebuild the temple and restore 

the worship of His people when they returned to Judah after a 70-year exile in 

Babylon.  Now notice the similarities of these two men to the two witnesses of 

Revelation 11. Zechariah 4:1 - 3,11 – 14 says, “And the angel who talked with me 

came again and woke me, like a man who is awakened out of his sleep. And he said 

to me, “What do you see?” I said, “I see, and behold, a lampstand all of gold, with a 

bowl on the top of it, and seven lamps on it, with seven lips on each of the lamps 

that are on the top of it. And there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the 

bowl and the other on its left.” Then, beginning at verse 11, we read: “Then I said to 

him, ‘What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?’ And 

a second time I answered and said to him, ‘What are these two branches of the olive 

trees, which are beside the two golden pipes from which the golden oil is poured 

out?’ He said to me, ‘Do you not know what these are?’ I said, ‘No, my lord.’ Then 

he said, ‘These are the two anointed ones who stand by the Lord of the whole 

earth.’”   

Joshua and Zerubbabel were those anointed ones, which is the connection to the 

two witnesses in Revelation 11.  As the leader and the high priest of Judah, God used 

Joshua and Zerubbabel to restore true worship by the people of God, in the temple 

of God, and in the city of God.  They foreshadowed the two witnesses of Revelation 

11  who came with similar proclamation.  These witnesses are dressed in sackcloth, 

which was a symbol of mourning as they mourned over what has become of the city 

of God.  They will have plenty to mourn about because Jerusalem is under the 

control of the beast and his people. They mourn because the people of earth are 

unrepentant. They mourn because the saints of God are hunted and persecuted.  As 

they mourn, they will be pronouncing God’s coming judgment on the wicked as they 

call for men to mourn and repent.   

Their message will be accompanied by the power of God that proves them to be 

His prophets.  Revelation 11:5 - 6 says, “And if anyone wants to harm them, fire 

proceeds from their mouth and devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm 



them, he must be killed in this manner. These have power to shut heaven, so that no 

rain falls in the days of their prophecy; and they have power over waters to turn 

them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.” (One 

pastor said it would be great to have one of these guys in a deacons meeting!)  God 

doesn’t just give these two witnesses a message, He also gives them power to back 

up their message. They can kill those who seek to stop them and harm them; they 

can stop the rain; they can strike the earth with plagues; they can turn water to blood 

anytime they want to do so.  This all aligns with past works of God as He sought to 

move nations to repentance and obedience.  Further, their ministry aligns with the 

works of prophets such as Elijah who prayed that the rain would stop. God stopped 

it for 3 ½ years (interesting number).  In fact, it did not rain again until the prophets 

of Baal were defeated and the people repented.  And, as already mentioned, Moses 

brought the plagues to Egypt, which included turning water into blood.   

As you can imagine, just like the people of Egypt hated Moses and the corrupt 

people of the Northern Kingdom of Israel hated Elijah, and the people of the pre-

flood earth hated Enoch, the world (the beast and his kingdom) will hate these two 

witnesses. And in the end, the beast will stop them and kill them.  Revelation 11:7 – 

10 says, “And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the 

bottomless pit will make war on them and conquer them and kill them, and their 

dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city that symbolically is called Sodom 

and Egypt, where their Lord was crucified. For three and a half days some from the 

peoples and tribes and languages and nations will gaze at their dead bodies and 

refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, and those who dwell on the earth will rejoice 

over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two prophets had 

been a torment to those who dwell on the earth.” This is the first mention of the 

antichrist who is called ‘the beast’ in the Book of Revelation.  This beast is given the 

power to kill the two witnesses. But note that he is given the power to kill them only 

after their testimony was finished. i.e., not until they had finished God’s work.   

Of course, the world which has been ‘tormented’ by the preaching and plagues 

was thrilled that these witnesses are dead.  Revelation 11:10 tells us that, at their 

death, the world rejoices over them, makes merry, and even sends gifts to one 

another because these two prophets are dead who tormented those who dwell on the 



earth.  It’s like Christmas!  They celebrate with parties and with the exchanging of 

gifts.  Why? Because these two witnesses, who ironically have been trying to save we 

world, are finally dead!   

But that is not the end of the story.  Revelation 11:11 - 12 says, “But after the three 

and a half days, a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up on their 

feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. Then they heard a loud voice from 

heaven saying to them, ‘Come up here!’ And they went up to heaven in a cloud, and 

their enemies watched them.” At some point, God had enough. He has heard the 

martyrs under the altar crying out for vengeance.  He has seen the suffering of His 

saints.  As representatives of all of the saints, these witnesses die as the saints are 

dying and then are resurrected with the saints.   

I believe this is the time that the whole church will be resurrected and raptured.  

Note that 1 Thessalonians 4 says, “The dead in Christ shall rise first.  Then we who 

are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the 

Lord in the air.”  Do you see the similarity? We will be caught up in the clouds; 

likewise, these two witnesses will rise and be caught up in the clouds. Think about 

what Revelation 11 says about the world’s reaction to the witness’s resurrection.  It 

says that fear fell on the world.  They were terrified but I don’t think it’s because the 

two witnesses disappeared, which could be explained away as a trick of those 

‘Christian deceivers.’  But when graves open and millions of saints arise and ascend 

to the clouds, the world will indeed be terrified! 

All of this clearly aligns with the 6th seal of chapter 6 when the saints are 

resurrected and raptured.  Revelation 11:13 says, “And at that hour there was a great 

earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the 

earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.”   

Remember what we read about the opening of the 6th seal.  Revelation 6:12 says, 

“When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, 

and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood.”  There is a 

great earthquake in both Revelation 6 and 11.  I think this is the same event.   

What about the phrase ‘and the rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of 

heaven?’  This doesn’t mean they were saved.  Rather, that they just recognized and 

acknowledged that this was the hand of God in the same way they did in the 6th 



seal.  Commenting on the 6th seal, Revelation 6:15 – 17, says, “Then the kings of the 

earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the powerful, and 

everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the 

mountains, calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us from the face 

of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great 

day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?’” In the end, the world will 

recognize God’s hand but it will be too late.  Revelation 11:14 says, “The second woe 

has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to come.”  Remember that, in chapter 10, 

we read that there will be no more delay and the mystery of God is finished.  Indeed, 

the preaching is over!  The warnings have been given!  And, as Jesus said, the gospel 

has been preached to the whole world.  Now the last of three woes is upon the 

world! 

Now, let’s consider the seventh trumpet that is found in Revelation 11:15. “Then 

the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, 

‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 

and he shall reign forever and ever.” This verse is what the Book of Revelation, and 

all of scripture, is all about.  Christ will rule over all things! This reign is beautifully 

stated in Psalm 2:1 – 12. This passage says, “Why do the nations rage and the 

peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 

counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, “Let us burst 

their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.” He who sits in the heavens 

laughs; the Lord holds them in derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

and terrify them in his fury, saying, “As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy 

hill.” I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have 

begotten you. Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of 

the earth your possession. You shall break them with a rod of iron and dash them in 

pieces like a potter’s vessel.” Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of 

the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he 

be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. Blessed are all 

who take refuge in him.”  

Many years before Psalm 2 was written, Moses said this concerning the enemies of 

God and His people: “Terror and dread fall upon them; because of the greatness of 



your arm, they are still as a stone, till your people, O LORD, pass by, till the people 

pass by whom you have purchased. You will bring them in and plant them on your 

own mountain, the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, the 

sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established.  The LORD will reign forever 

and ever.” (Exodus 15:16 - 18) 

The Old Testament prophets also spoke about God’s rule and reign over the 

world.  In Isaiah 11:1 - 4, we read, “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of 

Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall 

rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and 

might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in 

the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by 

what his ears hear, but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with 

equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 

mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.”  

Also, in Isaiah 24:21 – 23 we read, “On that day the LORD will punish the host of 

heaven, in heaven, and the kings of the earth, on the earth. They will be gathered 

together as prisoners in a pit; they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days 

they will be punished. Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for 

the LORD of hosts reigns on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be 

before his elders.”  

What the Psalmist, Moses, Isaiah and others prophesied, extensively I might add, 

is exactly what we see in Revelation 11.  In this chapter, we see that the world has 

been under the power of one of the hosts of heaven who fell from his place.  So on 

earth, he deceived Adam and all of his descendants, usurping power that did not 

belong to him.  This is why John wrote that “the whole world lies under the power 

of the evil one.” (1 John 5:19)  But when Christ returns, he will not be able to hold on 

to that power.  The false king will be overcome by Christ, the true king!  He and the 

earthly kings who rule under his power will be crushed!   

It is at this time that Revelation 11:15 will become a reality. This verse says, “The 

kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.”  

Some versions of the Bible have the word ‘kingdoms’ (plural). However, the most 

reliable manuscripts have the word ‘kingdom’ (singular).  This makes the most sense 



because Christ is not interested in the United States, half of China and a little bit of 

Africa.  He is not coming to leave kings and nations intact.  Rather, He is coming to 

take everything that is held under the dominion of darkness. He is coming to 

dethrone the god of this age!  He is coming to finish his defeat and expulsion of the 

ruler of this age that began at the cross!   Indeed, Jesus is coming to end Satan’s 

authority and take what is rightly His own. 

This is what King Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream, which was interpreted by 

Daniel in Daniel 2.  In this dream, the king saw nations arise; he saw a statue with a 

head of gold, a chest and arms of silver, an abdomen and thighs of bronze and feet 

and toes of iron a clay.  This vision represented the empires controlled by the god of 

this age.  But in this dream, he also saw a great stone, not cut out by men, strike 

down all of them.  We know that this is referring to Jesus!  Note Daniel 2:35, which 

says, “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were 

broken in pieces, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the 

wind carried them away, so that not a trace of them could be found. But the stone 

that struck the image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.” Indeed, 

this stone is Christ and the great mountain that fills the earth is His kingdom. Daniel 

2:44 says it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 

forever.  This is telling us that the mystery of God will be completed!  Christ, who is 

the king shall reign forever and ever!   

How does heaven respond to Christ’s victory?  Revelation 11:16 - 18 says, “And 

the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and 

worshiped God, saying: ‘We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, the One who is 

and who was and who is to come, because You have taken Your great power and 

reigned. The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, and the time of the 

dead, that they should be judged, and that You should reward Your servants the 

prophets and the saints, and those who fear Your name, small and great, and should 

destroy those who destroy the earth.’"  

Think about what have we seen so far in heaven with every major event regarding 

the end times.  When the Lamb takes the scroll from the hand of Him who is seated 

on the throne, heaven exults! Then when the Church is gathered in Chapter 7, what 

happens?  Heaven worships!  With every momentous event, heaven worships the 



sovereign God!  Heaven worships because not one single event in history has or will 

fall out of the providence of the God who works all things according to the counsel 

of His will.  This is why heaven worships God in truth. Its worship conforms to what 

He has done and what He is about to do.   

This is why, in verses 16 – 19 of chapter 11, the elders say that God is going to 

exert His power to take what belongs to His Son; He is going to defy the anger of the 

nations with His wrath (Think about Armageddon!); He is going to bring the wicked 

to judgment before His throne; He is going to reward His saints. Then He is going to 

destroy those who destroy the earth.  This doesn’t mean God is mad at people who 

pollute water and air, etc.  The word ‘destroy’ means the corruption of God’s once 

perfect world with sin.  God created a perfect environment with two innocent 

persons enjoying the fellowship of God and the blessings He had given them.  It is 

no longer like that now, which an indictment against them.  Sin ruined God’s perfect 

creation and evil of every kind came from disobedience to God.  It separated God’s 

friends from a perfect relationship with Him.  It is, as Romans 1 says, all downhill 

from there in terms of idolatry, immorality, etc.   So as Romans 8 tells us, the world 

is groaning awaiting the redemption of God’s people when everything will be 

restored.  God will destroy the destroyers, i.e., the corrupters who continue the 

rebellion and corruption of Adam.  

This brings us to the last scene in John’s current vision, which is found in 

Revelation 11:19. “Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his 

covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, 

peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.”  In this verse, John looks into the 

temple in heaven and sees the Ark of the Covenant.  This isn’t the ark as some think.  

Why?  Remember that the earthly tabernacle and its furnishings were patterned after 

what God showed Moses in the heavenly temple.  (The altar of incense, which we 

have mentioned a number of times is another piece found both in the heavenly 

temple and the earthly temple.)  What is significant here is the meaning of this 

vision.  

The Ark here in the heavenly temple corresponds to what we saw at the 

beginning of chapter 11 when God measured and marked his holy temple (the 

saints) for protection.  Here God is remembering His covenant with His people. 



Remember that the Ark of the Covenant always accompanied God’s people as a 

reminder of His Law (we see it again in this context later) and a sign of His promises 

and presence.  The ark is a symbol of what God has done in saving his people and 

also a symbol of the promises God is about to fulfill for His people.  So don’t miss 

the fact that this ark is the glorious symbol of God’s everlasting love for His people.  

The nation of Israel no longer has this ark physically because it was lost by their 

apostasy.  But note this: By grace, the ark of God’s Covenant remains in heaven FOR 

US!  It is in the heavenly temple, which is before the throne of God and is a constant 

reminder of the favor and love God has for His people! 

But what about those people who do not belong to God?  Look again at verse 19. 

“There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and 

heavy hail.”  This verse describes the sights, sounds and terrors of the final 

judgments that will commence in chapter 16.  Yes, there is more wrath to fall upon 

the world!  And that wrath - that judgment - will fully and finally deliver the world 

to its rightful king – King Jesus!    

  



Revelation 12 - The Dragon 

 

I remember seeing a silent movie once that made the transition between two 

scenes with the caption, “Meanwhile, back at the ranch.” This caption told viewers 

that what they were about to see was a different stream-of-activity at the same time 

as the previous scene - perhaps in another place.  That is what we see when we come 

to Revelation 12.  From chapter 4 through chapter 9, we saw one stream of activity - 

most of it during the time called the Great Tribulation.  Beginning with chapter 12, 

another stream-of-activity is revealed that occurs during the Great Tribulation.  This 

stream was prophesied by Jesus. So far, we have seen what Jesus called “the 

beginning of sorrows” which appear to be the first four seals leading up to the Great 

Tribulation.    Then, beginning with the 5th seal, we see the Great Tribulation during 

which the saints are persecuted - followed by the rapture of the church. This is 

followed by the Trumpet-Judgments.  When the seventh trumpet is announced in 

Chapter 11, we are at the end of the Great Tribulation.  We read of this in Revelation 

11:15. “Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in 

heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and 

of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.’”  

This declaration of Christ’s kingdom signals the end of the Great Tribulation.  

However, the following events are still to come before Christ actually takes His 

throne: (1) additional judgments on the earth; (2) the defeat of the antichrist and his 

armies at Armageddon; (3) Satan imprisoned.  Even though these things are yet to 

come, when we read the declaration that Christ’s kingdom has come, it is a done 

deal.    

This shows the nature of God’s decrees.  When God declares something, it is 

done!  It’s like that famous scene where Babe Ruth stood at home plate and pointed 

to the fence.  And what did he do next?  He hit the ball over that fence!   Let us never 

forget that biblical prophecy is not predictive.  Rather, it is declarative because the 

end is not in doubt.  What God declares will happen!  This understanding of how 

prophecy works gives us comfort throughout our lives.  We know exactly what is 

coming and how it ends.  This is why Paul wrote to the Thessalonians these words, 

“But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief. For 



you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the 

darkness. So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.”  

(1 Thessalonians 5:4 – 6)   The world is going to be surprised by what we have 

already seen in the Book of Revelation.   But we who are believers will not be 

surprised as if a thief was breaking into our house.  We are not making our way 

through dark places where we can’t see where we are going.  We have the light of 

God’s Word!   

Even though chapters 6 - 9 are chronological, and chapter 11 shows a little more 

of that time, we have not seen everything!  Beginning with chapter 12, we are shown 

visions that expand on the period Jesus called the Great Tribulation.  

Chapter 12 concerns the adversary of God and His people. This adversary is 

called Satan and the devil and he is behind the beast we will encounter in chapter 13 

and elsewhere.  Since his fall from heaven, Satan’s activity has been to make the 

earth His kingdom.  It seems, as far as he is concerned, God can have heaven but he 

wants to rule the earth.  Therefore, everything he has done, is doing, and will do is 

aimed at that purpose. Indeed, his intention is to claim the earth as his permanent 

kingdom. 

Revelation 12 begins with a woman.  In verses 1 – 2, we read: “And a great sign 

appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 

and on her head a crown of twelve stars. She was pregnant and was crying out in 

birth pains and the agony of giving birth.”   There are three women mentioned in the 

prophetic parts of the Book of Revelation: a harlot that represents false religion; a 

bride that represents the Church; and this woman.   

Note that there are various ideas about the identity of this woman. Some 

Catholics say this is Mary; some say this is Eve; Christian Scientists think this is 

Mary Baker Eddy, their founder.  However, we know this woman represents the 

nation of Israel because she mirrors Joseph’s dream, which is found in Genesis 37:9 – 

11. “Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said, ‘Behold, I 

have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were 

bowing down to me.’ But when he told it to his father and to his brothers, his father 

rebuked him and said to him, ‘What is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I 

and your mother and your brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground 



before you?’ And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in 

mind.”  

This passage is not an exact parallel to what we read in Revelation 12.  However, 

parts of John’s vision are clear references to Joseph’s dream.  In his dream, the sun 

represented Joseph’s Father, Jacob (Israel); the moon represented his mother, Rachel; 

the 11 stars represented his brothers who bowed down to him.  This is in a reference 

to his later rise to power in Egypt.  So in Joseph’s dream, the whole of Israel was 

depicted in Jacob, his wives and 12 brothers (Joseph and the 11).  Another reason we 

know the woman in Revelation 12 refers to Israel is this: Later in this chapter, she 

gives birth to a male child who will rule all the nations and then be caught up to 

God.  This speaks of both the Incarnation and the Ascension of Jesus who was an 

Israelite.  Another clue is in verse 6 where the woman flees into the wilderness, 

which is essentially what Jesus told the people of Jerusalem (Israelites) to do when 

they see the Abomination of Desolation in Jerusalem. (Matthew 24) 

Now why is Israel such an important character in this stream of activity?  Because 

she is always the people of God on this earth.  This does not mean that Israel, as a 

physical nation, consists only of God’s people.  But the nation of Israel was the 

visible representation of God’s people in the Old Testament - just like the church is 

now. So the woman in chapter 12, represents Israel which is the visible 

representation of the people of God.  And from Satan’s perspective, Israel is a threat 

to his kingdom and dominion. 

Next we see Satan, the dragon. Revelation 12:3 – 4 says, “And another sign 

appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, 

and on his heads seven diadems. His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven 

and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman who was about 

to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.”  The word  

‘dragon’ appears 13 times in the Bible – all of them in the Book of Revelation.  One of 

these references, Revelation 20:1 - 2, tells us who this dragon is. “Then I saw an angel 

coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a 

great chain. And he seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and 

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,” This dragon is the serpent in the 

Garden of Eden who tempted Adam and Eve.  He is also referred to as the devil 



(‘diabolos’ - the divider).   Further, he is called Satan (the adversary of God and His 

people).   

The most important thing to understand about this dragon is that he has been the 

adversary of God’s people from the beginning.  This is seen in his description in 

verse 3, which says he has seven heads with crowns and ten horns.  This description 

is similar to the beast that is explained in Revelation 17:9 - 11. “This calls for a mind 

with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman is seated; 

they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one is, the other has not yet 

come, and when he does come he must remain only a little while. As for the beast 

that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to 

destruction.”   

The beast spoken of in these verses is representative of the world system that 

stands in opposition to God and His people.  This is why there is just one beast, not 

seven. The beast is both singular as an entity and in his purpose.  The seven heads, 

however, refer to the empires that have comprised the beast throughout history.  The 

fact that the dragon (Satan) is seen with the seven heads and 10 horns and crowns 

demonstrate that these empires are his. They have been Satan’s attempt to dominate 

the world while he persecuted and enslaved the people of God.  

We will deal with this again later, but the heads and the crowns speak of the 

dragon’s ambition and progress in ruling the kingdom of this world.  Throughout 

history he has ruled this world through empires that were under his control.  Think 

of it like this:  Just as Jesus is the Son of God who came in flesh and is coming again 

to set up His kingdom, Satan has sought to establish his authority in the world (The 

beast) and over the world throughout history.  It is so important to remember this 

as we continue our study of the Book of Revelation.  

Now, let’s go back to Revelation 12:4 to see the dragon and his activity.  Notice 

that the story begins in heaven.  Verse 4 says, “His tail swept down a third of the 

stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the woman 

who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might devour it.”  

This is the only passage in scripture that seems to show the size of the angelic 

rebellion in heaven.  As we have seen in an earlier study, angels are called ‘stars’ in 

Scripture.  Verse 4 says that 1/3 of the stars (angels) are swept up in Satan’s 



rebellion.  This seems unimaginable to us!  These are beings who had been in the 

presence of God, who had seen His glory and witnessed His power in creation, and 

yet, rose up in rebellion against Him.  Jude tells us that they did not stay in their 

position of authority but left their proper dwelling. (Jude, verse 6)  

What was this rebellion of one third of the angels all about? There are two 

passages in the OT that answer this question.  In both cases, the prophet who wrote 

about that heavenly rebellion was actually writing about the power behind earthly 

kings who opposed God’s people.  Remember that this is how Satan works.  The 

kingdoms of the earth comprise his beast, and his opposition to God’s people comes 

through these kingdoms.  Let’s now look at both of these Old Testament passages.   

First, let’s look at Isaiah’s message to the king of Babylon but notice who is really 

being addressed.  Isaiah 14:12 – 14 says, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day 

Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations 

low! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set 

my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 

I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most 

High.’”   

Second, let’s look at what the prophet, Ezekiel, wrote concerning the king of Tyre.  

(Actually, he was addressing the power behind the king of Tyre.)  Ezekiel 28:11 - 19 

says, “Moreover, the word of the LORD came to me: ‘Son of man, raise a lamentation 

over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD: You were the signet 

of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of 

God; every precious stone was your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, 

onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your 

settings and your engravings. On the day that you were created they were prepared. 

You were an anointed guardian cherub. I placed you; you were on the holy 

mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked. You were blameless 

in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness was found in you. 

In the abundance of your trade you were filled with violence in your midst, and you 

sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, and I destroyed 

you, O guardian cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. Your heart was proud 

because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. I 



cast you to the ground; I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. By the 

multitude of your iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your 

sanctuaries; so I brought fire out from your midst; it consumed you, and I turned 

you to ashes on the earth in the sight of all who saw you. All who know you among 

the peoples are appalled at you; you have come to a dreadful end and shall be no 

more forever.’"  

These two passages describe the fall of Satan whose heavenly name was Lucifer 

(the shining one).  He was called the anointed cherub that covers, that is, he was the 

ruler of the cherubim.  Wherever you see ‘cherubim’ in the Bible, they are always 

guardians of the presence and glory of God.  From this, we think we can deduce that 

Lucifer was the leader of the cherubim who stood and guarded the presence and 

glory of God.  So from what we see in both the Isaiah and Ezekiel passages, this 

cherub, Lucifer, stood in an exalted position.  But he became envious, proud and 

determined that he should be able to share in the glory of the God that he guarded.   

Earlier, we read in Ezekiel 28:13 and 15 this regarding this cherub: “You were in 

Eden, the garden of God . . . until iniquity was found in you.”  So it seems that, 

before the fall of man into sin, He was with God in Eden.  Then this cherub (Lucifer) 

incited a rebellion against God.  The result of that rebellion was that he and the 

angels who rebelled with Him were cast down to earth.  This is why the Bible calls 

him the ‘god of this age’ (world), the ‘ruler of this world’ and the ‘prince of the 

power of the air.’  The earth and its kingdoms became his dominion and he has been 

behind every kingdom that has opposed and oppressed the people of God on earth 

(the seven heads).   

We see Satan’s malicious activity throughout scripture. He tempted innocent Eve 

to join his rebellion against God, who then persuaded Adam to also rebel.  He put 

murder in Cain’s heart so he would kill the righteous man, Abel.  His demonic rebels 

somehow, through the women of earth, created a race of Nephilim.  These were 

great men who grew so wicked in their demonic influence that God destroyed all of 

them in the flood. We also know from scripture, that while God sheltered His people 

in the favor of Egypt*, this dragon incited a Pharaoh to make them slaves.  Then 

after God brought His people to His land, the dragon brought the Assyrians*, the 

Babylonians*, the Medes and Persians*, the Greeks* under Alexander the Great and 



His generals, and the Roman Empire* against the people of God.  All of these 

oppressed and tried to destroy God’s people.    

(*Notable Empires (Heads) comprising the Beast) 

Satan also incited Roman emperors to declare Christians as enemies of the state.  

Later, he raised a corrupt church and its popes to lead those who profess Christ into 

religion of the flesh that denies the gospel.  He also raised up Mohammed, from the 

illegitimate line of Abraham (through Ismael), to illegitimately claim the promise 

given for the legitimate sons of Abraham and to kill Christians, the true sons of 

God’s promise.  Further, he raised Hitler to power to kill the Jews.  And in the end, 

he will form another world empire under the beast, the antichrist who will pursue 

and kill the people of God. Every activity that has been against the people of God 

has been incited by the dragon!   

The most notable example of the dragon’s assaults against the kingdom and plan 

of God is in found in Revelation 12: 4, which says, “His tail swept down a third of 

the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before the 

woman who was about to give birth, so that when she bore her child he might 

devour it.”  Remember that, as soon as Herod had learned that the Magi had 

deceived him regarding the birth of Christ, he became enraged and issued an order 

to kill all of the baby boys in Judah under the age of two.  This familiar story we hear 

at Christmas time is what Revelation 12:4 is talking about.  And now we know that it 

was instigated by the dragon who had all of the crowns of earthly authority on his 

heads, including Herod’s.  It was indeed Satan that moved empires to try to destroy 

the line of Jesus throughout history.  And then, at the end, he moved Herod to try to 

destroy Jesus in order to prevent Him from saving His people and establishing His 

eternal kingdom.  Revelation 12:5 tells us that this attempt failed!  “She gave birth to 

a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was 

caught up to God and to his throne.” Indeed! Jesus was born, lived, died and rose 

again.  Acts 1 tells us that He was caught up to heaven in cloud and that He will 

return the same way – in the clouds of heaven.   

The kind of summary we see in verse 5 concerning Jesus is not rare in the New 

Testament.  In John 3, 8, 13 and 16, Jesus spoke about His Incarnation and Ascension 

in single verses such as John 16:28, which says, “I came from the Father and have 



come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.”  Paul 

did the same kind of thing in Romans 1 and 1 Timothy 3.  These teachings of Paul 

became a kind of creed for the Church to help it recall the true nature of Jesus, which 

is that He came from heaven, passed through the heavens, etc. and returned to 

heaven in glory. 

Since Satan, the dragon, was unsuccessful in stopping Christ, what does he do 

next?  He turns the full force of his hatred against the people of God, visible and 

actual! Notice the time marker given in Revelation 12:6. This verse says, “And the 

woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in which 

she is to be nourished for 1,260 days.”  So why would the woman (Israel) flee into 

the wilderness, and when does this occur? 

As for the ‘when’ it seems clear. This occurred at the beginning of the time called 

the Great Tribulation. (1,260 days is 3 ½ Jewish years.)  This aligns with what we 

have seen elsewhere regarding the Great Tribulation. In Daniel 7, Daniel says that a 

little horn would arise to make himself god and persecute the saints of the true God 

for time, times and half a time (1,260 days). We read something similar in Daniel 

12:1,6 – 7, which says, “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has 

charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been 

since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, 

everyone whose name shall be found written in the book… And someone said to the 

man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, ‘How long shall it be 

till the end of these wonders?’ And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was above 

the waters of the stream; he raised his right hand and his left hand toward heaven 

and swore by him who lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half a 

time (3 ½ years), and that when the shattering of the power of the holy people 

comes to an end, all these things would be finished.”   

These passages from the Book of Daniel speak clearly of the persecution of the 

saints for 1,260 days. They and Revelation 12:6 align with what Jesus said in 

Matthew 24 when He spoke about the persecution that occurs following the 

Abomination of Desolation. He said, “when you see the Abomination of Desolation, 

spoken of by Daniel, the prophet, standing in the holy place" (whoever reads, let him 

understand), then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let him who is 



on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. And let him who is 

in the field not go back to get his clothes. But woe to those who are pregnant and to 

those who are nursing babies in those days! And pray that your flight may not be in 

winter or on the Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not 

been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be.”  

This passage also aligns with what we will see in Revelation 13:5 – 7 when the 

beast and his activities are revealed.  “And the beast was given a mouth uttering 

haughty and blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-

two months (3 ½ years or 1,260 days). It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies 

against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, that is, those who dwell in 

heaven. Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And 

authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and nation.”   

Again and again we see this time-period associated with the persecution of the 

saints and the Israelites (The 1,260 days aligns with the same events described as 

occurring over ‘time, times and half a time’ and 42 months.) As we see in Revelation 

12:6, there is a period of 1,260 days which aligns with Daniel’s timeline regarding the 

Abomination of Desolation and the persecution of the saints, which also aligns with 

Jesus’ description of the persecutions during that time. And the description of the 

woman fleeing into the wilderness aligns perfectly with what Jesus said would 

follow the Abomination of Desolation. (Yeah, it’s a lot to string together, but this 

string is unbreakable!) 

Jesus told us that His people will experience unrivaled tribulation which we have 

seen will occur during that time.  Why?  I think the next two verses (verses 7 – 9) tell 

us.  “Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. 

And the dragon and his angels fought back, but he was defeated, and there was no 

longer any place for them in heaven. And the great dragon was thrown down, that 

ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—

he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”   

Some faithful Christians believe that this fascinating passage speaks of the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. They have good reason for this because in John 12:31 – 33, 

“Jesus said, ‘Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be 

cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’” 



He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.”  This text is very clear. 

What’s important to understand is that Jesus spoke these words regarding the fall of 

Satan as a comprehensive reality.  That is, by His death, Satan was defeated and his 

rule over the world was broken.  And this defeat, accomplished at the cross and the 

empty tomb is now reality. But the victory of Christ is not yet FULLY realized and 

will not be until the dragon is cast into the lake of fire and the New Heaven and 

Earth.  So yes, Satan was defeated in the cross and resurrection, but in this last part 

of Revelation 12, we see a continuation of what Jesus has accomplished, and it’s 

fulfillment as His kingdom comes on earth. 

In Revelation 12:7 something very significant occurs.  There is a war in heaven 

between Michael and his angels and Satan (the dragon) and his angels.  This is just 

amazing isn’t it?  How can we even imagine it?   Notice that Michael and his angels 

prevailed. Therefore, since there was no place found in heaven any longer for the 

dragon (Satan) and his angels, they were cast down to the earth.  Some interpreters 

believe that this is just a further description of the original fall of the angels that we 

read about in verse 4 of chapter 12.  And it could be.  But I, and others, believe that 

this expulsion of the dragon and his angels from the heavens, and their confinement 

to earth, occurs at or about the same time as the Abomination of Desolation. And 

their expulsion from heaven brings about their exacerbated and final wrath.  We see 

that wrath in verse 12, which says, “Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who 

dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you 

in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”  What brings about the 

Great Tribulation that Jesus said would come on the earth?  I think it is the rage of 

the dragon who has been finally and fully defeated in the heavens, banned from the 

heaven and cast down to earth. 

An important and often minimized reality is clear in chapter 12.  The unseen 

realm is every bit as real, and actually more consequential, than the realm in which 

we live.  But we don’t often think about this other realm that both coexists with ours 

and invisibly influences it.  Yet we know there is a real conflict going on around us 

in the angelic realm, a conflict that intersects with our lives.   

Daniel 10:11 – 14 shows us some of this conflict.  The angel, Gabriel, told Daniel 

about the seventy weeks and the Abomination of Desolation, which caused him to 



mourn for three weeks.  Then a man appeared to him to comfort him.  Note what 

this passage from Daniel 10 says. “And he said to me, ‘O Daniel, man greatly loved, 

understand the words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been 

sent to you.’ And when he had spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling. Then 

he said to me, ‘Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to 

understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, 

and I have come because of your words.’ The prince of the kingdom of Persia 

withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help 

me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, and came to make you understand 

what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to 

come.’” 

Isn’t this a fascinating passage?  The angel who came to Daniel wasn’t restrained 

by Cyrus, the actual king of Persia at the time.  No, he was restrained by the fallen 

angel whose title was ‘Prince of Persia.’  Remember that Paul wrote about the 

hierarchy of angels in Ephesians 6:12, which says, “For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic 

powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places.”  Speaking of these same evil entities, Paul also said that when Jesus died on 

the cross, “He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 

triumphing over them in him.” (Colossians 2:15) Then, In Romans 8, he wrote that 

none of these powers, nor anything in all creation, can separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus.  Because of these and other scriptures, we know there is this 

unseen, operating realm.  It is also clear, from scripture, that there has always been 

an invisible conflict in the air.   

In the middle of the persecution that is found in chapter 12, we see a very 

important point that increases our hope. When the dragon is defeated, that victory is 

also our victory. Verses 10 – 11 of this chapter says, “And I heard a loud voice in 

heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and 

the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been 

thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our God. And they have 

conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for 

they loved not their lives even unto death. Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you 



who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to 

you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!’” 

Until this event occurs, we know that Satan has had access to the throne of God as 

the accuser of the saints. We saw this in the Book of Job.  Satan appeared before God 

with the holy angels.  When God asked him where he had been, he replied, “From 

going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.”  After that we 

see, through a series of tests, God used Satan to prove the fidelity of His servant Job 

and to show what sincere faith is all about.  Now, here in Revelation 12, we see that 

Satan is our persistent accuser before the throne of God.  He appears as an adversary 

who has been making accusations against the saints before the throne of God day 

and night.   

Here is an important truth to understand: From the beginning of redemptive 

history, i.e. as long as God has had His own people, Satan has been making 

accusations against them.  Didn’t he do this with Job?  Didn’t he dare God by saying 

of Job, “Touch him and he will curse you to your face?” But Job didn’t curse God 

because he was proven to be God’s imperfectly faithful man.  Doesn’t this sound 

familiar?   

Remember, when we are accused by Satan, Jesus is the one who answers these 

accusations against us. First John 2:1 – 2 says, “My little children, I am writing these 

things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate 

with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and 

not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.” Similarly, in Hebrews 

7:25, we read, “Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 

near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them.”  So it 

is not because of who we are that enables us to stand before God or that Satan’s 

accusations are cast aside. No, it because Jesus intercedes for us!  Let’s be honest 

about it.  When Satan accuses us before God, he’s right!  He is not so foolish as to 

think that he can bring a false claim against us and that God will let it stand.  

However, we have Christ our advocate, our defender, who is the propitiation for our 

sins and the sins of the saints all over the world!   

Chapter 12 tells us that the time is coming when Satan will be defeated by Michael 

and His angels. He will be cast out of heaven and we will no longer have an accuser 



in heaven.  Therefore, don’t miss verse 11 of chapter 12 because there is also a 

victory for the saints over the dragon on earth.  In fact, this is one of those verses 

that every Christian should memorize and remember when Satan assaults them.  

This verse says, “And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.” So when  

Satan brings accusations against us, remember these three things that will defend us 

from his assaults: 

Our first defense: We are justified by the blood of Jesus.  This enables us to stand 

firm in faith and not fall.  This is why Paul says in Romans 8:31 – 34: “What then 

shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 

spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him 

graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is 

God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 

that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for 

us.”   

Our second defense: Our testimony or witness is consistent.  As we will see in 

chapter 13, Satan (through the antichrist and the false prophet) will demand the 

worship of the whole earth. But just like the saints throughout history who have 

professed Christ when they were told to profess Caesar or some other God, we who 

are true saints will not bow to those idols; our testimony will be our continuing 

commitment to Christ.  We will be like Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-Nego who 

refused to bow before the image in Babylon, which was setup by the beast under the 

power of the dragon. 

Our third defense: Revelation 12:11 says, “They did not love their lives to the 

death.”  Remember that Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego didn’t resist.  Rather, 

they went to the furnace to seal their resistance to the demands of the beast.  They 

were prepared to die for the God they loved.  When this time comes on the earth, 

let’s remember what Jesus said concerning the apostates.  He said that many will 

deny Him when they face suffering or death in the Great Tribulation.  He also said, 

that those who turn away from God will betray those who stay faithful to Him.  

Here is the difference between the true and the false: We who are true believers will 

stand!   



Indeed, we who are true believers will stand by the blood of Christ!  The word of 

our testimony will not waver!   We will love Christ more than we love ourselves - 

even to the death!  Hebrews 10:36 - 39 speaks about the difference between the true 

and the false. “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will 

of God you may receive what is promised. For, ‘Yet a little while, and the coming 

one will come and will not delay; but my righteous one shall live by faith, and if he 

shrinks back, my soul has no pleasure in him.’” But we are not of those who shrink 

back and are destroyed, but of those who have faith and preserve their souls.” 

Remember that there will be a multitude of martyrs under the altar in heaven before 

God.  Are we ready to be one of those martyrs?   

When Satan and his angels are finally cast out of heaven, there will be the 

declaration of final victory in heaven. To this, heaven rejoices. Revelation 12: 10 says, 

“And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, ‘Now the salvation and the power and 

the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of 

our brothers has been thrown down, who accuses them day and night before our 

God.’”  But that which brings rejoicing in Heaven will also bring grief (woe) on 

earth.  We see this in Revelation 12:12, which says, “Therefore, rejoice, O heavens 

and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come 

down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short!”   The word 

‘woe’ is a transliteration of the Greek word ‘Ouai’, which, in the Greek, is an 

onomatopoeia.  That is, it was the sound of a person expressing their grief.  So by 

using the word ‘woe,’ verse 12 is saying that grief is coming to the earth because 

Satan and his angels have now been cast down to earth once and for all.  Verse 12 

says that this will come with great wrath, which is literally ‘mega-rage.’  And the 

world as a whole will feel his rage.  

Let’s be clear, the main target of the dragon’s rage has been, and is, the saints of 

God and the nation of Israel. Revelation 12:13 shows Satan’s rage against Israel. 

“And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth, he pursued 

the woman who had given birth to the male child.”  This is a more detailed 

explanation of what we saw in verse 6 of this chapter.  We see how and where the 

woman flees in Revelation 12:14. “But the woman was given the two wings of the 



great eagle so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place 

where she is to be nourished for a time, and times, and half a time.”   

There are many interpretations of this, but we know the following for certain: 

The woman is Physical Israel. (Remember God seals a number of them to be 

protected.) 

She has help (two wings of a great eagle). 

She has no place to go but a place is prepared for her (to her place).  

She is taken care of while she is in that place. (She is nourished.) 

She is protected from the serpent (the dragon). Some interpreters believe that an 

airlift will come into Israel and rescue the Israelites.  

Also, some believe the place she is taken is Bozrah in what was Edom (Modern 

Jordan); or perhaps to Petra, which is also in Jordan.  Interestingly, there is a 

reference in Daniel 11 to Edom, Moab and Ammon escaping the wrath of the anti-

Christ.  Daniel 11:41 says, “He (The antichrist) shall come into the glorious land. And 

tens of thousands shall fall, but these shall be delivered out of his hand: Edom and 

Moab and the main part of the Ammonites.”  Many believe that these nations which 

constitute modern day Jordan will shield the Israelites who will flee from Jerusalem. 

All this is educated speculation, but it is not unreasonable. 

In Revelation 12:15 – 16, we see that the dragon persists in his assaults against the 

woman. “The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to 

sweep her away with a flood. But the earth came to the help of the woman, and the 

earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from 

his mouth.”  This verse seems to indicate that the dragon pursues the woman into 

the wilderness to try to destroy her, but somehow God uses the earth to swallow the 

flood that is sent against her.  This is probably not a literal flood but perhaps an 

invasion force that pursues those Israelites who escape.  This force is miraculously 

swallowed by the earth opening, perhaps during one of the many earthquakes that 

will occur during this time. By the way, doesn’t this sound like the Israelites being 

pursued by Pharaoh to the Red Sea where God protected them by consuming the 

Egyptian army in the sea.  

What we see in chapter 12 aligns perfectly with what we saw in chapter 7 where 

God seals his 144,000 Israelites for protection (see Revelation 7:1 -8). We saw that 



God protects the sealed Israelites from the assaults and attacks of the dragon. In 

chapter 14, we will see them standing safely with their Messiah.   

This is not the end of the dragon’s rage because Revelation 12:17 says, “Then the 

dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the rest of her 

offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the testimony 

of Jesus. And he stood on the sand of the sea.”  This verse tells us that, since the 

dragon can’t get to the woman (Israel) to destroy her, he turns his hatred against the 

rest of her offspring, i.e. those who are in Christ.  We know for sure the offspring of 

the woman is the Church because verse 17 says, it is those “who keeps the 

commandments of God and hold to the testimony of Jesus Christ.”  This refers to 

those who compose the Church, the Body of Christ.   

Remember what Paul said in Romans 9, a passage that honors the heritage of the 

Israelites.  In verses 4 - 5 of that chapter, he said, “They are Israelites, and to them 

belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, 

and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, and from their race, according to 

the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen.”   Then, in 

Romans 11, Paul warned the Gentiles Christians not to be arrogant because it was 

not they who support the root but the root supports them.  This root is the nation of 

Israel planted by God through the physical descendants of Jacob (whose name was 

also Israel). 

What we are seeing in verse 17 of chapter 12 brings us back to the fifth seal that is 

found in Revelation 6:9 – 11, which says, “When he opened the fifth seal, I saw 

under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 

witness they had borne. They cried out with a loud voice, ‘O Sovereign Lord, holy 

and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell 

on the earth?’ Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, 

until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who 

were to be killed as they themselves had been.”  The martyrs in this verse include 

those who are killed by the enraged dragon who, because he can’t get to the sealed 

Israelites, turns on the Church and begins to kill those who comprise it.  And as 

Revelation 5:11 says, there is a definite number of believers who will be martyred 

before God removes His Church from the earth. 



All of the actions of the dragon align with the actions of the beast who is 

empowered by the dragon. So we see this intensified persecution and martyrdom in 

Revelation 13:7, where speaking of the beast it says, “Also, it was allowed to make 

war on the saints and to conquer them.”  This means that we, who are the Church, 

are the other offspring with whom the enraged dragon makes war. We will deal with 

this again in the next chapter.  

  



Revelation 13 - The Beast 

 

Chapters 12 and 13 of the Book of Revelation essentially tell same story.  Chapter 

12 is the story of the dragon that controls the beast; chapter 13 is the story of the 

beast that is controlled by the dragon.  This means that the beast introduced in 

chapter 13 is the earthly entity the dragon uses to carry out his hatred and wrath 

against the people of God.    

Depending on your Bible version, either the last phrase of chapter 12 or the first 

phrase of chapter 13 says “And he (or I) stood on the sand of the sea.”  In the ESV, 

it’s the last verse of chapter 12, which speaks of the dragon saying, “He stood on the 

sand (the shore) of the sea.”  This placement and translation makes perfect sense 

because we know that the dragon is behind the beast. Paul said in 2 Thessalonians 2 

that the coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan.  So it just 

makes sense to end chapter 12 with the dragon standing on the shore summoning 

his beast.   

Chapter 13 begins, “And I saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and 

seven heads, with ten diadems on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. 

And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth 

was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and 

great authority.” (Revelation 13:1 - 2)   

This beast who arises from the sea aligns with the four beasts that Daniel saw 

arise out of the sea in his vision. (Daniel 7)  This vision prophesied of four empires 

(heads) of the beast that would arise in succession. John’s vision in Revelation 13 is 

of THE beast to which ALL of beast empires belong.  Most scholars think that, since 

the sea is symbolic of the Gentile nations, John is telling us that this beast arises from 

the Gentile nations. Now there is something that is not surprising regarding the 

resemblance between the beast here and the dragon in chapter 12.   That chapter 

describes the beast this way: “with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 

its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.”  This is almost exactly the 

description of the dragon in chapter 12.   

Who is this beast? The beast is that entity that has always existed in opposition to 

God and his people. You will note that there is only one beast and yet it has multiple 



heads. These heads represent the world empires that have comprised the beast 

throughout history.  You will also note that the beast has seven heads, but that 

doesn’t necessarily mean just seven.  Since the number seven signals completeness, it 

is likely more than seven. Why? Because, beginning with Babel, which was 

established by Nimrod, the beast has had numerous heads throughout history, with 

some being more notable such as Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece and Rome. 

Now notice that verse 1 says this concerning the beast’s heads: “He has 

blasphemous names on his heads.”  This aligns with what Paul said in 2 

Thessalonians 2:4. “[He] opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or 

object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself 

to be God.”  Notice also the beast’s horns and diadems. They represent the nations 

belonging to empires that oppose God.  In Revelation 17:12 – 13, we read, “And the 

ten horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but 

they are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. These are 

of one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.”  This is not 

conquest because these kings just hand their authority over to the beast.  This clearly 

means that, when the beast arises, it will be dominant in the world.  Yet, it doesn’t 

mean that ALL kingdoms will submit to it since Daniel 7 seems to indicate that 

kingdoms will be conquered by the beast.  But the power of this beast will be great 

enough that, for the time allotted (42 months), there are none who can oppose him.  

In verse 2 of chapter 13, we read about the power of the beast.  He was like a 

leopard (Greece), with the feet of a bear (Medo-Persia) and the mouth of a lion 

(Babylon).  So this beast conquers with the speed of a leopard, with the strength of a 

bear and the fierceness of a lion.  Of course, his power is supernatural as verse 2 says 

that the dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.   

Here is what we are seeing: The beast arises out of the Gentile world.  He has the 

power of Satan.  He establishes his empire with speed, force and fierceness (as seen 

in the opening of the first seal in chapter 6).   But what does the world think about 

this beast when he arises?  Revelation 13:3 - 4 answers that question by saying, “One 

of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and 

the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. And they worshiped the 



dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, 

saying, ‘Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?’”  

Before we continue with the world’s response to the beast, let’s answer this 

question: What does it mean that one of his heads seems to have been mortally 

wounded and healed? Here are some various interpretations: (1) It refers to a 

previous empire that falls and arises again.  That is, it refers to the eventual defeat of 

the Roman empire. (2) The wound was healed when Charlemagne (800’s AD) 

ascended to power and bore the titles of Semper Augustus, Sacred Majesty, First 

Prince of the Christian World, Temporal Chief of the Christian People, and Rector or 

Temporal Chief of the Faithful in Germany. (3)  The wound refers to the Roman 

emperor Nero’s death.  (4) The wound was healed by the ascendency of the Roman 

Catholic religion and its power over the earth.  (5) It could be as simple as this: The 

last great beast-empire died, which is Rome.  So this would mean that the empire 

that arises in the end is like Rome. 

Which is the correct interpretation?  To answer this question, we need to 

understand the man/empire correlation which is as follows: At the height of every 

empire stood a ruler who was typically worshipped as a god.  Think of 

Nebuchadnezzar who made himself like God but God put him out to pasture, so to 

speak, for 7 years in order to teach him who the true God really was.  As we have 

already seen, the Seleucid king, Antiochus IV, actually entered the temple and made 

himself like God. Daniel described him and tied him and the last antichrist together.  

Also, most of the emperors of Rome demanded to be worshipped as gods.    

Here is the point: The empire is the ruler, and the ruler is the empire.  Therefore, 

they are the head of the beast both nationally and personally.  In this case, I think the 

wound and healing in verse 3 refer to the ruler of the beast empire because verse 14 

says he was wounded by the sword and lived.  This seems to indicate that the ruler 

of the empire was wounded. I can remember when I was young, listening to 

prophetic prognosticators saying that this might be JFK whose head-wound that 

killed him would be miraculously healed and he would be resurrected.  Or some 

said that he didn’t die and was being kept in a coma and would one day awake and 

arise to rule the world.  Seriously, where do these ideas come from?   



Now don’t ‘throw out the baby with the bath water!’  I tend to agree with the 

interpretation that there is some miraculous healing or ‘seeming’ resurrection of a 

man.  This is consistent with the powers of the two beasts that are described in 

chapter 13.  It is also consistent with the desire of Satan to establish his counterfeit 

messiah who, like Jesus, has ‘died and risen from the dead.’  

Let’s go back to the world’s response to the healing/resurrection of the beast.  

Verse 3 says that its response was to marvel.  The word ‘marvel’ is the same word 

that the Four Gospels often used to describe the response of people to the miracles of 

Jesus.  So the world sees this man as messianic.  And because of their wonder, they 

give their allegiance to the beast as if he is their messiah.  Verse 4 says that they also 

give their allegiance to the dragon.  “And they worshiped the dragon, for he had 

given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Who is like 

the beast, and who can fight against it?’” 

It is the height of blasphemy for people to say, “Who is like the beast, and who 

can fight against it?”  (This is another example of the world’s messianic worship of 

the beast.)  The phrase ‘who is like’ appears elsewhere in scripture - sometimes 

speaking of a person or the nation of Israel. However, when speaking of Deity, it is 

reserved only for the true God like we see in Psalm 113:4 – 6. “The LORD is high 

above all nations, and his glory above the heavens! Who is like the LORD our God, 

who is seated on high, who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?”  

Revelation 13:4 says that the people of the earth essentially apply the rhetorical 

question, ‘Who is like the LORD our God,’ to the beast.  In their adoration of it, the 

world also arrogantly says, “Who can make war with him?”  They think he is 

invincible. After all, he has conquered; he has recovered from a deadly wound; he 

has power; he does miracles.   

Don’t miss what this is all about!!!  This beast arises and operates under the power 

of the dragon.  It is through the beast that Satan gets what he has wanted all along, 

which as verse 4 says, “They worshipped the dragon.” Therefore, the beast is the 

incarnation of the dragon who gives him his power.  This means that as the world 

worships him, they are actually worshipping Satan. 

Now let’s look at at the beast’s arrogance against God that is found in Revelation 

13:5- 6. “And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous 



words, and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. It opened its 

mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his dwelling, 

that is, those who dwell in heaven.”  Blasphemy is slandering and speaking evil 

against the true God.  So this beast from the sea is just like the emperors of Rome 

who declared themselves to be a gods. He even declares himself to be greater than 

God. (2 Thessalonians 2)  He is not God, of course, but all of what will transpire 

regarding this beast is actually a part of God’s plan.  

Notice that verse 5 says that the beast was given authority for 42 months. But 

who gives him his authority?  It’s not the dragon.  He wants his beast to reign 

indefinitely not just for a little while. Yet, God has a timeline, and just as it has 

always been, Satan’s activity is governed by the plan and will of God!   So there are 

no surprises here there will be only 42 months of his reign (‘time times and half a 

time,’ which is 1,260 days).  The beast may not know it, but the stage is set by God 

and the divine clock is running! 

God’s sovereignty, and His control over this beast, makes the next verses difficult 

for many Christians to understand. Revelation 13:7 - 10 says, “Also it was allowed to 

make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given it over every 

tribe and people and language and nation, and all who dwell on earth will worship 

it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in 

the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. If anyone has an ear, let him hear: If 

anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the 

sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of 

the saints.” 

There are three very important points in verses 7 – 10: (1) The authority of the 

beast is worldwide, i.e., over every tribe, tongue and nation.  He is the king of the 

world, though that doesn’t mean that every nation has willingly bowed to him.  It 

just means that all are under his power.  Of course, that is temporary because we 

have already seen that when the seventh trumpet blows, the kingdom of this world 

has become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ.  Christ is coming to take 

what rightfully belongs to Him.  So, even though the beast’s (Satan’s) authority is 

worldwide, his rule is only temporary (42 months).  Then Jesus comes!  Amen!  



(2) Those who worship the beast are ONLY those whose names have not been 

written in the Lambs Book of Life from the foundation of the world. This is one of 

the most important statements in the Revelation! But let me say this: These kinds of 

statements make some people uncomfortable because it sounds as though God has 

already determined who will be His people before they were even born and even 

before the world was created.  But what the text says is clear, isn’t it?  However, that 

is not the main point being made here.  The point is that John saw the preservation 

of God’s people and the wisdom of God’s people as we will see at the end of this 

chapter.  They will have the wisdom from above to recognize this man and thus they 

will not worship him!  So the true and faithful ones will not blow down to worship 

this beast as does the rest of the world. 

(3) The saints are given to Satan to be killed. This is a hard truth! In verse 7, we 

read that he is allowed to conquer the saints.  “Also it was allowed to make war on 

the saints and to conquer them.”  Then in verse 10, it seems that the beast’s power is 

absolute - even to kill. Verse 10 says, “If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he 

goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain.”  

Remember that, according to the fifth seal, all of this fits the plan of God.  The 

martyrs under the altar of incense in heaven are told to wait until the full number of 

martyrs is complete. Only God knows that number. This means, before God cuts this 

time short for the sake of His Elect as Jesus said in Matthew 24, there will be a 

certain number that God will allow to be killed for the Word of God and the witness 

they bore.  We see that happening in Revelation 13:7, which tells us that the beast 

conquers the saints.  Then, in verse 10, we see that the power of the beast, at least at 

this point cannot be resisted. Some saints will be thrown into prison. Some will be 

killed.  

But notice that John inserts his own exhortation at the end of verse 10. It is not 

part of the narrative.  He says, “Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the 

saints.” Ever since I came to understand the suffering of the church during the Great 

Tribulation, it has been clear to me that The Great Tribulation is where we see the 

great apostasy Paul wrote about in 2 Thessalonians 2.  The sad reality is that some 

who sit in churches near us every Sunday will face this time and not answer John’s 

call to endure and trust in a faithful God.  As a pastor, it breaks my heart that people 



hear the truth of the gospel (at least in our churches) and then, when this beast 

arises, they will fall away from the faith they profess and join those who worship the 

antichrist.  They will not be like those who worship only Christ and who are 

persecuted and killed as a result.  Remember that Jesus said His people will be 

betrayed by these apostates so that they can save their own skin.  Indeed, they will 

betray God’s people to the beast and the dragon.   But those whose names are in the 

Book of Life, will show patience (endurance) and faith as verse 10 says.  They will 

trust in the promises and salvation of God! 

Here is what we have learned from the beast who rises from the sea: An empire 

and its leader will arise by the power of Satan and deceive the world by his 

miraculous recovery or resurrection.  And as a result, he will be worshipped by the 

world and by the apostates whose names are not in the Book of Life.  He will seek to 

destroy those whose names are in the Book of Life, and he will. But the faithful will 

endure to the end! 

Now, let’s consider the next character – the ‘beast from the earth.’  In Revelation 

13:11, we read, “Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns 

like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon.”  The description of this beast is not quite as 

terrifying as the first beast, is it?  In fact, it just has two little lamb horns.  (How 

cute!)  But the world is deceived because this character is not fearsome. That gives us 

the idea that he is already known and respected.  First, he comes from the earth, 

which we think represents Israel and/or Christianity at large. Some interpreters say, 

and it may be so, that this beast is actually a respected Jewish leader.  It isn’t hard to 

imagine someone like Benjamin Netanyahu endorsing the beast as the Jewish 

messiah!  Others say that it is another respected world religious leader who has 

great influence over the visible Church – a leader like the pope telling the ‘visible 

Church’ that the beast is the Christ returned.   

Either interpretation fits perfectly because, like the kings and emperors of the 

beast empires throughout history, the dragon makes himself God and demands that 

the world worship him.  (See 2 Thessalonians 2.)  It makes sense that this less 

fearsome beast comes along to encourage and enforce the worship of the first beast.  

However, despite his benign appearance, he speaks like the dragon.  That is, he is as 

much the instrument of the dragon as is the first beast. The activity of this beast from 



the earth is described in Revelation 13:12 – 15.  “It exercises all the authority of the 

first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants worship the first 

beast, whose mortal wound was healed. It performs great signs, even making fire 

come down from heaven to earth in front of people, and by the signs that it is 

allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, 

telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet 

lived. And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image 

of the beast might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the 

image of the beast to be slain.” 

Notice that this beast has the full authority of the first beast from the sea.  Then, 

he causes everyone, either by force or deception, to worship the first beast.  He 

performs miraculous signs as a means of deception (verse 13).  He is even able to call 

fire out of heaven like the prophet Elijah did at Mount Carmel in 1 Kings 18.  But 

what we read in Revelation 13 is opposite to what happened at Mt Carmel because 

the false gods and prophets were exposed by Elijah calling fire from heaven. Here, in 

Revelation 13, God allows the beast to use fire from heaven to deceive the world so 

that it will follow his religious mandates.  And don’t forget that during the same 

time there are two witnesses in Jerusalem performing signs.  So this lesser beast has 

similar power to God’s true witnesses. 

The deception by the beasts was explained by Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:8 – 10. 

“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the 

breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. The 

coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs 

and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because 

they refused to love the truth and so be saved.”   

This world will be deceived by the power of the beasts, but notice something 

important: This deception was ordained by God as the means to seal the judgment of 

the world.  In 2 Thessalonians 2:11 – 12, we read, “Therefore God sends them a 

strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order that all may be 

condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”  

This is another matter of concern for some Christians who ask, “Doesn’t God desire 

all to be saved?”  I think that can be said to be true without getting into it too deeply.  



However, there will be a time when God’s judgment falls, and that judgment will 

begin by sealing the unbelief of the world who desires to follow the false Christ 

instead of the true Christ, Jesus, the Son of God. 

Now let’s look at Revelation 13:14, which tells of the people of this world making 

an idol in the form of the image of the beast.  Then they worship this image.  Now I 

don’t know what this means.  Perhaps they are forced to make an idol of the beast 

for themselves or they may contribute to one large idol that represents the beast.  I 

can envision this being the fulfillment or the continuation of Nebuchadnezzar’s great 

image he setup in Babylon and demanded everyone bow and worship (which 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego refused to do).   

Revelation 13:15 says that the beast was able to make the idol speak.  “And it was 

allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might 

even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to 

be slain.”  This passage brought 1 Corinthians 10:20 to my attention, a verse that tells 

us what Paul said about idols.  It says, “No, I imply that what pagans sacrifice they 

offer to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be participants with demons.” 

Do demons actually make the idol speak? 

The most consequential thing for God’s people is found back in Revelation 13:10, 

which says, “If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be 

slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the 

endurance and faith of the saints.”  This verse says that the beast causes those who 

will not worship his image will be killed.  So it is clear that this beast who comes 

from the earth, and who has the authority of the first beast, will kill those who refuse 

to worship the first beast.   

John’s clear message to the Church is this: If you are captured, endure it.  If you 

are to be executed, accept it with grace.  The Apostle Peter had this to say about 

suffering for our Lord: “Therefore, let those who suffer according to the will of God 

commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.” (1 Peter 4:19) This 

speaks of the patience and trust that is required of the people of God.  We must 

commit ourselves to our faithful God; we must do the good works he has prepared 

for us; we must accept the world’s persecution. 



This is what we are clearly seeing in these verses: Our allegiance to Christ will be 

tested and whether or not it is real will be tested.  Also, what we see in Revelation 

13:16 - 17 will be one of the greatest tests.  This passage says, “Also it causes all, both 

small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right 

hand or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, 

the name of the beast or the number of its name.”  This speaks to the fact that the 

world will be so much under the power of the beasts that it is controlled by them.  

This includes commerce, food, clothing, jobs and medical care.   

There are a lot of ideas about the meaning of the ‘mark of the beast.’  One is that, 

figuratively, the mark on the forehead is one’s commitment to and love of the world 

and the mark on the hand refers to the outworking of that commitment and love to 

the world.  (There are other ideas I will not mention.)  Now, consider this question: 

What is difficult about believing that this beast, who demands the worship of the 

whole world, will require that those who bear allegiance to him and him empire bear 

his mark?  I can see this. Can’t you?  

Now I cannot speculate concerning what the mark is.  But I think that we should 

take literally that John saw the mark on the right hand or the forehead.  Notice that 

the mark is very specific.  It is either the name of the beast or the number of its name.  

Everyone, of course, wants to know what the mark of the beast is.  Here’s the 

answer:  No one knows - yet!  This is why Revelation 13:18, the last verse of chapter 

13, says, “This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the  

number of the beast, for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.”  

The words ‘this calls for wisdom means that the saints of God must apply the 

wisdom of God when this matter arises.  We make choices every day that are guided 

by the wisdom of God. No faithful Christian should be afraid that he or she will not 

recognize the mark.  They will recognize it but not accept it.  

Before we end this chapter, let’s read Revelation 14:9 – 12, which fits here. “Then a 

third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, And another angel, a third, 

followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and its image 

and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the wine of 

God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented 

with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the 



Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no 

rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives 

the mark of its name.’ Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep 

the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.” These verses teach that taking 

the mark of the beast, even for what one might consider noble reasons (like 

protecting family, etc.) will be the greatest act of treason against God and will be met 

with the worst of God’s wrath! 

Let’s ask and answer this question: Why does the beast have the number 666? 

What does it mean?  I think it is simple when we think about the fact that the 

perfection of the triune God is designated by the number 777 (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit) but fallen man is marked by the number that shows we have fallen short of 

the glory of God.  This number is 666.  But again, as John said, “This calls for 

wisdom; let him who has understanding calculate the number.”  When the day 

comes, I am sure that God will give us the wisdom we need to understand and 

refuse the mark of the beast.  Why?  Because we do not keep ourselves. God keeps 

us for Himself! 

  



Chapter 14 - The End is Near 

 

In chapters 12 and 13, we saw the activity of the dragon (Satan) and his two beasts 

during the period Jesus called the Great Tribulation.  Chapter 14 brings us back to 

the stream-of-activity that we last saw in chapter 11.  In Revelation 10:5 – 7, we saw 

where we are in God’s timeline. “And the angel whom I saw standing on the sea and 

on the land raised his right hand to heaven and swore by him who lives forever and 

ever, who created heaven and what is in it, the earth and what is in it, and the sea 

and what is in it, that there would be no more delay, but that in the days of the 

trumpet call to be sounded by the seventh angel, the mystery of God would be 

fulfilled, just as he announced to his servants the prophets.”  

In this passage, an angel declared that God would not delay the consummation of 

the ages any longer because the mystery of God was finished.  Then chapter 11 

brought us to the sounding of the seventh trumpet.  Revelation 11:15 says “Then the 

seventh angel blew his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he 

shall reign forever and ever.”  

This is where we ended with the first stream-of-activity: The seals were opened; 

the trumpet judgments were carried out; the kingdom of Christ was announced. In 

Revelation 14, we come back to where we were at the end of chapter 11.  Note what 

Revelation 14:1 – 5 says. “Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, 

and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 

foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many waters and like the 

sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on 

their harps, and they were singing a new song before the throne and before the four 

living creatures and before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 

144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. It is these who have not defiled 

themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb 

wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God 

and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.”   

I mentioned before that what I vacillate about the most in the Book of Revelation 

is the identity of the 144,000.  If we ONLY read about the 144,000 in chapter 14, we 



would have to conclude that these 144,000 represent the Church.  So many  have 

imposed chapter 14’s view on chapter 7 where the 144,000 are first mentioned as 

belonging to 12 tribes of Israel.  Although the tribes are named, many interpreters 

still believe that 144,000 is derived from multiplying 12 tribes of Israel x 12 apostles x 

1,000.  That is, the 144,000 are all the saints of all time represented by the 12 tribes of 

Israel and the 12 apostles who are the foundation of the Church.  

That would be consistent with the only other place in the Book of Revelation that 

clearly designates and also groups together all believing saints of all time. That is the 

description of the New Jerusalem in Revelation 21:9 – 14. “Then came one of the 

seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to 

me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.’ And he carried 

me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city 

Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its 

radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It had a great, high wall, 

with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the 

twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on the 

north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates. And the wall 

of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the 

twelve apostles of the Lamb.” Notice that the 12 gates of the city have the names of 

the 12 tribes of Israel, and the foundation stones of the walls have the names of the 

12 Apostles.  Many think that the 144,000 mentioned in chapter 7 and here in chapter 

14 are the saints of all time whether in Israel or the church.  

Here is what we need to understand:  In chapter 7, ONLY the 12 tribes of Israel 

are mentioned! I do not want to belabor this, but, since it is something so prominent 

in the Book of Revelation, it has to be nailed down.  Why? Because only the 12 tribes 

are mentioned in chapter 7, and therefore, it seems to be speaking of ONLY 

Israelites, i.e., actual descendants of Jacob in the flesh.  Here are some other points of 

evidence I think shows these are Israelites: (1) Those who are sealed are still present 

on earth during the trumpet-judgments after the Church is removed.   We know this 

because, when the locusts came from the Abyss as one of God’s judgments on the 

earth, they could not touch those who have the seal of God (chapter 9).  This cannot 

be the Church because God does not segment the saints so as to deliver some but 



leave others to be under His judgments.  They are not destined to wrath but to 

salvation!  (2) It is also clear that Israelites (depicted by the woman in chapter 12) are 

sought by the dragon but protected by God. This has to be the sealed Israelites!  

While the beast was killing the saints, these 144,000 Jews were sealed and protected. 

As much as I would prefer to take the easy route and say the 144,000 represents the 

whole body of believers throughout history, the evidence just doesn’t allow for this 

interpretation.   Therefore, I must conclude that the 144,000 are Israelites according 

to the flesh. 

What we see in chapter 14 is this: Christ the King is with the 144,000 Israelites on 

Mount Zion – the Holy Mountain of God in Jerusalem.  This perfectly fulfills the Old 

Testament prophecies which say the Messiah will reign on/from Mt Zion.  These 

prophecies are found in the following passages: (1) Psalm 2:6 - “As for me, I have set 

my King on Zion, my holy hill;” (2)  Psalm 48:1-2 - “Great is the LORD and greatly to 

be praised in the city of our God! His holy mountain, beautiful in elevation, is the joy 

of all the earth, Mount Zion, in the far north, the city of the great King.”; (3) Isaiah 

24:21 – 23 - “On that day the LORD will punish the host of heaven, in heaven, and 

the kings of the earth, on the earth. They will be gathered together as prisoners in a 

pit; they will be shut up in a prison, and after many days they will be punished. 

Then the moon will be confounded and the sun ashamed, for the LORD of hosts 

reigns on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and his glory will be before his elders.” 

(This description by Isaiah concerns the fulfillment of the Day of the Lord.) These are 

just a sample of many passages that state that the Messiah will reign in Jerusalem/Mt 

Zion. 

In chapter 14, we see the 144,000 Israelites that were sealed and protected 

standing with their Messiah.  In chapter 7, these were sealed for protection. But here 

we see something different about them. They have been brought from their hiding 

place(s) and now they are standing with Christ their king. They are saved! But how 

do we know they are saved?  Revelation 14:4 - 5 says, “It is these who have not 

defiled themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the Lamb 

wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as first fruits for God 

and the Lamb, and in their mouth no lie was found, for they are blameless.”   



The above passage is consistent with what the following scriptures say about the 

salvation of the Israelites:  

(1) Romans 11:25 – 31 - “Lest you be wise in your own sight, I do not want you to 

be unaware of this mystery, brothers: a partial hardening has come upon Israel, until 

the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it 

is written, ‘The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from 

Jacob’; and this will be my covenant with them when I take away their sins.’ As 

regards the gospel, they are enemies for your sake. But as regards election, they are 

beloved for the sake of their forefathers. For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable. For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have 

received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now been 

disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive 

mercy.”  

(2) Jeremiah 3:17 – 18 - “At that time Jerusalem shall be called the throne of the 

LORD, and all nations shall gather to it, to the presence of the LORD in Jerusalem, 

and they shall no more stubbornly follow their own evil heart. In those days the 

house of Judah shall join the house of Israel, and together they shall come from the 

land of the north to the land that I gave your fathers for a heritage.”  

(3) Ezekiel 37:21-25 - “Then say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 

take the people of Israel from the nations among which they have gone, and will 

gather them from all around, and bring them to their own land. And I will make 

them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. And one king shall be king 

over them all, and they shall be no longer two nations, and no longer divided into 

two kingdoms. They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols and their 

detestable things, or with any of their transgressions. But I will save them from all 

the backslidings in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them; and they shall be 

my people, and I will be their God. My servant David shall be king over them, and 

they shall all have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey 

my statutes. They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where your 

fathers lived. They and their children and their children’s children shall dwell there 

forever, and David my servant shall be their prince forever.’”  



We could literally go on and on from the Old Testament prophecies and show that 

God is going to be gracious to apostate Israel because that’s who God is!  As Paul 

said again in Romans 11, “For just as you (Gentiles) were at one time disobedient to 

God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they [Israelites] 

too have now been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also 

may now receive mercy.” Simply put, these Israelites who were sealed did not fall 

into spiritual adultery with the rest of the world.  This is the obvious meaning of 

their virginity, which is a common analogy for religious fidelity, i.e. where adultery 

speaks of such infidelity.  Therefore, the 144,000 did not worship the beast or take 

his mark.  In fact, they were hidden and kept by God for this time. 

Now here they stand with Christ, believing Him to be their redeemer and 

Messiah! And, as Revelation 14:4 says, these sealed Israelites follow the Lamb 

wherever He goes just as the disciples followed Jesus and as we also are striving to 

do.   They are without fault before the throne of God, even so as we are without fault 

before God because we are justified by grace through faith! They have come to 

believe that Jesus took away their guilt on the cross just as we did! 

What a glorious scene! Just as He promised, Yahweh has saved Israel, those who 

had rejected their Messiah for millennia but now have embraced Him. And despite 

the ferocious pursuit of the dragon to destroy them, God kept a remnant as 

Zechariah said in Zechariah 13:8 – 9, “In the whole land, declares the LORD, two 

thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive. And I will put this 

third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is 

tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, ‘They are 

my people’; and they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’"  Yes, in that day of salvation, 

they will call upon the name of the LORD and Yahweh will claim them as His people 

and they will claim Him as their God! 

We don’t know how or when all of this will occur but we do know this: At the 

right time, Christ will come to Jerusalem and bring the hidden and protected 

remnant of Israel with Him to stand with Him on Mt Zion.  We are not told how 

they end up standing on Mt Zion.  In the book ‘The Sign,’ Van Kampen has an 

interesting theory, which has been helpful to me.  He says that what we read in 

Revelation 14 occurs after Christ goes to Edom (Jordan), where the 144,000 were 



being protected. In Edom He gathers the protected Israelites and marches with them 

from Edom up to Jerusalem.  He bases this on Isaiah 63:1 – 4, which speaking of 

Christ, says, “Who is this who comes from Edom, in crimsoned garments from 

Bozrah, he who is splendid in his apparel, marching in the greatness of his strength? 

It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save. Why is your apparel red, and your 

garments like his who treads in the winepress? I have trodden the winepress alone, 

and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod them in my anger and trampled 

them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my garments, and stained all my 

apparel. For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and my year of redemption had 

come.”   

This is proposed to be the victory march after Christ has defeated His enemies, 

and then when His people go into His city (Jerusalem) to reign as King over them 

and all the earth.  This sounds plausible, doesn’t it?  I certainly can see that it is.   

Also, doesn’t this sound like the continuation of Revelation 11? That chapter  spoke 

of the 7th seal, when it was opened, saying, “The kingdom of this world has become 

the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ.”  So here we see that Christ is coming 

into His earthly kingdom, saving the remnant of the nation of Israel to enter with 

Him into His kingdom - the kingdom that the OT promised the nation of Israel. 

Now let’s shift to how the Great Tribulation ends and the Kingdom of Christ 

begins to come in its fullness.  In chapter 15, we will begin to see that the final 

judgments are on the doorstep, so to speak.  But before we study that chapter, let’s 

note three things that John sees in chapter 14 before the final judgments fall on the 

earth.   

First, in Revelation 14:6 – 7, we read, “Then I saw another angel flying directly 

overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every 

nation and tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God 

and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him 

who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.’"  In this vision it 

appears that the angel parks himself at the highest point of the sky and remains 

there until the earth has fully rotated under Him.  From that point, he proclaims an 

everlasting gospel.  



Some interpreters say the gospel (good news) the angels proclaim is of the arrival 

of Christ’s kingdom.  But I think the ‘everlasting’ gospel has to be THE Gospel we all 

know and believe. I think the meaning of this is clear. This angel’s proclamation 

symbolizes what Jesus said concerning the fact that His gospel would be preached to 

the whole world, and then the end will come. That is, this proclamation is symbolic 

for the preaching of the Church and two witnesses during the time of the Great 

Tribulation. 

Isn’t this wonderful and gracious?  Judgment is about to come to the earth but, 

leading up to this judgment, God is being gracious (as He always is) in His appeal to 

the world!  And even though the world remains under delusion (2 Thessalonians 2), 

and remains in unbelief, God’s invitation is sincere.  One of the mysteries we do not 

fully understand is that God can be sincere in His proclamation of the gospel, and at 

the same time, send a strong delusion that confirms people in their unbelief.  This 

offer is sincere if the people will receive it, but they will not! 

Look now at Revelation 14:7, which I think is an answer to the ‘easy believism’ 

that has so permeated the church of our age.  The angel’s proclamation is this: “Fear 

God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 

him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.”  It is easy for 

people to say that they believe Jesus died and rose again, which is a confession that 

is part of what constitutes saving faith. As John 3:16 says, “Whoever believes in Him 

will not perish but have everlasting life.”  But what actually resides deep within a 

sincere and saving profession of faith in Christ?  It is the fear of God that recognizes 

sin and judgment; it is the acknowledgment that God alone is God; it is the 

acknowledgment that He is our creator.  

Yes, underneath a sincere and true profession of faith is a heart and mind that 

gives God the glory He deserves. This is brought about by repentance. Repentance is 

necessary! Paul said, in Romans 1:21 – 23, that defiant sinners will not glorify God as 

God. “For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to 

him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal 

God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.”   



After reading this passage, is it any wonder that the people are so easily drawn to 

make an image of the beast and worship it as described in chapter 13?  Those who do 

not fear God do not give Him glory nor worship Him!   Yet, what merciful goodness 

God shows the world!  Even on very brink of judgment, He proclaims His gospel 

and calls the world to repent and be saved. Of course, despite God’s always kind 

intentions, here no one repents and believes.  Therefore, because of that final 

rejection of the good news, God’s final judgments are about to fall.   

Now let’s look at the declaration by a second angel in Revelation 14:8. “Another 

angel, a second, followed, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made 

all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.’” The fall of 

Babylon is described in more detail in chapters 16 and 18, but verse 8 tel ls us that it 

is coming.   

The question is: What is this Babylon the Great that will fall?  Some interpreters 

think it refers to Rome since Rome is called Babylon in scripture.  Others have 

proposed that this refers to the literal rebuilt city of Babylon that Saddam Hussein 

started while he was dictator of Iraq.  But the problem with Babylon being that small 

of a city, or any city, is that the descriptions of the fall and destruction of Babylon in 

Revelation 17 and 18 clearly show it to be more than just a city.  Also, note that the 

following cities have been called ‘Babylon’ in the Bible: Rome, Egypt and, of course, 

the original Babylon itself.  So which Babylon will fall if it is just a city?   

Babylon, in the Book of Revelation, is the Satan-controlled civil and religious 

system that exists to defy God, to deny Him His rightful worship, and to oppose His 

people. In other words, Babylon is the world. John MacArthur called it “the entire 

worldwide political, economic, and religious kingdom of antichrist.”  I  believe that 

this Babylon began with the first organized human rebellion against God at Babel.  

Several decades after the people came off the ark, Noah’s grandson, Nimrod, 

gathered the people to build a monument to their own greatness and in their own 

name.  It was at Babel that men chose to exalt themselves, to govern themselves and 

to serve themselves.  By the way, this fits with the mark that the beast puts on all of 

his followers (666), which is the number of man.   

Since the time of Babel, ‘Babylon’ refers to the kingdom of this world, i.e. the 

kingdom of man opposed to God and His people.  This Babylon is also false religion. 



This is what is meant in Revelation 14:8, which says the harlot called ‘Babylon’ made 

all nations drink the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.  Indeed, Babylon 

has always led the world to worship something other than its creator and God.  This 

has been done overtly as is seen in Romans 1:18ff.  But it also involves corrupting 

and counterfeiting true religion such as is done in the Catholic religion and 

Mormonism, etc.  So, when the second angel says that Babylon has fallen, he is 

referring to the system that governs and controls the fallen world as well as the 

system that controls the worship of the fallen world.  We will see this fall when it is 

fully described in chapters 17 and 18. 

Now let’s look at the declaration of a third angel.  His message is about concerns 

God’s judgment against the individuals who are deceived by Babylon and embrace 

it. (This is horrifying!)  We read of it this in Revelation 14:9 – 11. “And another angel, 

a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships the beast and 

its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand, he also will drink the 

wine of God’s wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be 

tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence 

of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they 

have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever 

receives the mark of its name.’”  

Notice that God’s judgment is directed against those who worship the beast and 

its image and take his mark.  It is severe in that it is referred to as ‘full strength.’ 

Indeed, God’s wrath will be undiluted - without mercy and without measure!   It 

will be carried out by the angels and the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ. The fact that He 

will carry out such severe judgment disturbs some peoples’ ideas about Jesus?  Is it 

possible that the meek and lowly Jesus will be the one to carry out the sentence of 

judgement against the world?  Yes, it can’t be carried out by any other!  In fact, Jesus 

said the Father has committed all judgment to Him.  Also, Paul preached that God 

will judge the world through the Man, Christ Jesus.   

Note also that this judgement will be forever and ever with no rest day or night.  

No one wants to experience this kind of judgment, which causes some religious 

people to doubt God. One author his written a book entitled “Love Wins,” which 

denies the reality of the biblical hell.  Others subvert the truth by calling on people to 



believe in a different God than the one revealed in scripture.  Yes, God is Love.  All 

true acts of genuine love (agape) emanate from Him such as: the acts of His Son, the 

works of His people and His own providence.  But God is also wrathful!  Romans 

1:18ff says His wrath is revealed from heaven against the ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men. This describes the state of His wrath, which stands revealed 

in God’s Word.  Now note that God is called a consuming fire in Psalm 50:3. “Our 

God comes; he does not keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him a 

mighty tempest.”  The Book of Hebrews also warns of “a fearful expectation of 

judgment and a fury of fire that will consume God’s adversaries.” So a God of both 

love and wrath is the God of Israel and the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Any other description is a different God, and that is idolatry!   

Here is a needful word for all of us who name the name of Christ in any way: We 

must remain faithful to the end or fall under wrath as does Babylon.  Indeed, we 

must endure to the end, without apostasy.  Note what John says in Revelation 14:12 

– 13. “Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the 

commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven 

saying, ‘Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Blessed 

indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow 

them!’” 

After the angel said that God’s judgment was coming upon those who worship 

the beast and take his mark, John calls on the Church to endure.  This is not the first 

time the saints are told something like this, is it?  Remember that, in chapter 13, the 

beast was given authority over the saints to conquer them.  However, we are assured 

that the faithful saints will not worship the beast nor take his mark, and as a result 

will be captured and killed with the sword (executed).  This is a call for the 

endurance and faith of the saints!  

True saints, do not fear!  If we are, indeed, true saints, we will be able to endure 

because we will be kept by the power of God. This is part of the mystery of the faith. 

Yes, we must keep ourselves as we are exhorted to do. But in the end, all glory and 

praise belong to God because He is the one who keeps us by his power. (1 Peter 1:5)   

Also saints, do not fear because “Blessed are the ones who die in the Lord from 

now on.”  What does it mean when it says that to ‘die in the Lord’ during this time is 



a blessing?  To be blessed is to be satisfied or fulfilled. The end of verse 13 tells us 

how this blessing becomes a reality.  It says, “They rest from their labors.”  This 

sounds like they will not have to go to work the next day, but the Greek phrase 

means they will stop beating their breast in grief. In other words, lamentations will 

end and will be replaced with the joy of the presence of Christ in His glory.  “To be 

absent from the body is to be present with the Lord!” 

The last part of verse 13 says, “Their deeds follow them.”  This refers to the 

rewards the saints will receive for the things they have done in the name of Christ.  

Here is the contrast between those who worship the beast and take his mark, and 

those who do not: Those who take the mark and worship the beast will drink from 

the cup of the wrath of God ‘full strength’ (Revelation 14:10). But those who refuse 

the mark and refuse to worship that beast, though they may die, will be satisfied 

with the presence of Christ in glory!  So by their endurance and faithfulness they 

will be blessed (fully satisfied), and what they have done in the name of Christ will 

be rewarded richly when they see Jesus! 

After the angelic announcements, John sees a vision that aligns with the last 

angel’s pronouncement of judgment on the world but blessedness on the saints.  

Verse 14 says, “Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and seated on the cloud 

one like a son of man, with a golden crown on his head, and a sharp sickle in his 

hand.”  The words ‘One like the Son of Man’ refers to Jesus. And what is seen here is 

exactly what the disciples expected because they were told how Jesus will return in 

Acts 1:9 – 11. “And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was 

lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and said, ‘Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 

you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’”  

This passage tells us that, when Jesus ascended to heaven, a cloud received Him 

and that He will return the same way.  In Revelation 14:14, John sees Jesus returning 

seated on a cloud.  So this vision in Revelation 14 depicts the return of Christ. Now 

notice in what role He will come. This is indicated by the victor’s crown he wears.  

The victor’s crown (stephanos, in Greek) is different from the ‘diademas’ (diadem), 



which is a king’s crown.  The ‘stephanos’ is the crown that was awarded for those 

who were victorious in battle or won an athletic contest.  

This crown has to do with the victory of Christ against over the beast and 

Babylon, a victory He wins decisively! But it is more than that. This also depicts the 

victory that believers experience in Christ. This victory is depicted in Revelation 14 

as Christ has a sickle in His hand.  We often associate this sickle with the grim reaper 

and that imagery does come from this passage.   However, when we look at the text, 

we see that this is a wrong interpretation. Revelation 14:15 – 16 says, “And another 

angel came out of the temple, calling with a loud voice to him who sat on the cloud, 

‘Put in your sickle, and reap, for the hour to reap has come, for the harvest of the 

earth is fully ripe.’ So he who sat on the cloud swung his sickle across the earth, and 

the earth was reaped.”  

Many commentators say that this passage refers to the gathering of tares that 

Jesus spoke of in Matthew 13:38 – 43. That is, that this passage refers to judgement.  

But in the Matthew passage, the angels were sent to gather the tares and burn them.  

However, no one burns the harvest.  In Revelation 14:15 the angel tells Jesus to reap 

the harvest because it is ripe. This draws our minds to what Jesus described in Luke 

10:2. “And he said to them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Therefore, pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 

harvest.’”  I am convinced that verse 15 is referring to the harvesting of the saints. 

This is another picture of the rapture of the church.  

As we have already seen, at the same time Christ appears, we who are believers 

will be gathered to Him.  Second Thessalonians 2 tells us the coming of Christ and 

the gathering (rapture) of believers are inextricably linked.  Verse 2 of that chapter 

tells us the coming and the gathering is the same event.  So to see Jesus coming on a 

cloud and to see Him gather His harvest makes perfect sense. 

Again, we see the mercy of God!  Note that the last part of verse 15 says that the 

harvest of the earth is ripe. Actually, the word ‘ripe’ means past ripe, which is 

another picture of the mercy of God, isn’t it? Indeed, God is long-suffering and not 

willing for any to perish, but for all to come to repentance. That’s why the harvest is 

past ripe. God waits until all who will believe His gospel have believed and THEN 

His Son gathers the harvest. The gathering of God’s people in Revelation 14 



commences the judgment of the people on the earth, which shows that God is 

longsuffering!  However, in chapter 14, the time has come to separate the grain and 

the wheat.   

There is another reaping that John sees in Revelation 14. This concerns judgment 

and a particular event with which we are all familiar.  It is the final, great Battle of 

Armageddon.  Revelation 14:17 – 20 says, “Then another angel came out of the 

temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. And another angel came out from 

the altar, the angel who has authority over the fire, and he called with a loud voice 

to the one who had the sharp sickle, ‘Put in your sickle and gather the clusters from 

the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.’ So the angel swung his sickle across the 

earth and gathered the grape harvest of the earth and threw it into the great 

winepress of the wrath of God. And the winepress was trodden outside the city, and 

blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.”  

In this vision John, sees an angel coming from the temple in heaven, which means 

he is sent by God.  This reminds us that we cannot remove judgment from the hand 

of God. This angel also has a sickle, and is sent to reap the earth.  But before we get 

to that judgement, look at verse 18 again.  This verse tells us that the angel has 

authority over the fire.  What does that mean? The best explanation I’ve seen is that 

this refers chapter 8 when the 7th trumpet blows.  Revelation 8:1 – 5 says, “When the 

Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 

Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given 

to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he 

was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar 

before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose 

before God from the hand of the angel. Then the angel took the censer and filled it 

with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, 

rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.”   

Remember that in chapter 14, we are still in the 7th trumpet period.  So I think 

this angel is the one who combines the incense with the prayers of the saints and 

then takes the fire of that altar where the prayers are offered and throws it down to 

the earth.  It’s as though this angel is the answer to the prayers of the martyrs crying 

out “How long till you avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” (See 



Revelation 6:10.)  It makes perfect sense that this angel would be the one who calls 

out to the reaping angel in Revelation 14:8, saying, “Put in your sickle and gather the 

clusters from the vine of the earth, for its grapes are ripe.”  

We have seen that the harvest of the saints was depicted as being past ripe (as 

God showed mercy), but here the judgment of the world is ripe (due). It is time for 

the world to receive the wages it has earned.  So, what is being depicted here is the 

consummation of the judgments coming on the earth culminating where the Kings 

and armies of the earth are gathered together to meet Christ in the Battle of 

Armageddon. (Revelation 19) This is what Zechariah prophesied when He wrote 

that Yahweh will gather all nations against Jerusalem – that He (Yahweh) will come 

down and fight them there.   

The battle and the carnage that will come on this earth are almost inconceivable 

because the battle field consists of all of Israel and is spread over 1600 furlongs 

(about 184 miles).   Our text says that when it is all said and done, the blood will be 

up to the horses’ bridles.  By the way, that statement is not as sensational as some 

have made it. It is a physical impossibility for horses to be slogging through 4 feet of 

blood for 184 miles through the geological rift that is in Israel. The blood of every 

human being on earth would not be that deep.  Therefore, most interpreters believe 

that the description is the splattering of blood from the carnage. In other words, this 

is figurative language referring to what we would call a ‘bloodbath.’  Indeed, this 

actually is a bloodbath.  There is no other way to look at it. In fact, the metaphor of 

the winepress really signifies that, as grapes are gathered and pressed, the blood red 

juice is extracted.  This means that the blood will flow in the final judgments of God 

on the earth.   

These final judgments were prophesied exactly in Isaiah 63. We read this passage 

earlier in this chapter, which refers to Christ marching from Edom to Zion with the 

144,000.  This time, pay attention to the language that fits the judgment John sees in 

Revelation 14.  Isaiah 63:1 – 6 says, “Who is this who comes from Edom, in 

crimsoned garments from Bozrah, he who is splendid in his apparel, marching in the 

greatness of his strength? It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save. Why is 

your apparel red, and your garments like his who treads in the winepress? I have 

trodden the winepress alone, and from the peoples no one was with me; I trod 



them in my anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood spattered on my 

garments, and stained all my apparel. For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 

and my year of redemption had come. I looked, but there was no one to help; I was 

appalled, but there was no one to uphold; so my own arm brought me salvation, and 

my wrath upheld me. I trampled down the peoples in my anger; I made them 

drunk in my wrath, and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.”  

God’s last judgment on the earth will be a bloodbath!  All who stand against 

Christ as He returns to take His Throne and rule the earth will be destroyed! 

  



Revelation 15: All Heaven Breaks Loose 

  

Chapter 15 introduces us to us the very last of the judgments God will bring upon 

the earth.  This is why I have entitled this chapter All Heaven Breaks Loose.  We 

have heard people describe some cataclysmic events as ‘all hell breaking loose.’  But 

that is nothing compared to what is coming when all heaven breaks loose!  This 

occurs when our perfectly righteous God will break forth in fierce wrath against the 

people who dwell on the earth. When He does so, His justice will be thorough; it will 

be absolute! 

As for where Chapter 15 lies in the timeline of the Book of Revelation, we have 

identified (clearly I think) a seven-year period of time that is basically divided into 

two parts: (1) Jesus said there would be birth pains or the beginning of sorrows; (2) 

Several writers and books speak of a 3 ½ year period (42 month, 1,260 days, time, 

times and half a time) called the Great Tribulation.   

While I acknowledge dispute among interpreters regarding the meaning of the 

whole seven-year period, there is no doubt about the time of Great Tribulation . 

Daniel, Jesus and Paul all spoke about an Abomination of Desolation (technically an 

abomination that desolates, or defiles and profanes the temple). In various ways 

they said it is a period that commences when the ‘Man of Lawlessness’ sits in the 

temple of God and makes himself God.  During that time, the saints are persecuted 

and killed by two beasts - one from the sea and one from the land.  Daniel said that 

the saints will be harassed for time, times and half a time (3 ½ years).  Then a 

remnant of Israelites will be sealed with the seal of God and His Son to be protected 

through the Great Tribulation (See Revelation 7.)  Next, as Jesus said, the Church 

will be raptured when God cuts short the time of tribulation.  (Revelation 7 and 

Matthew 24)  Then with the Israelites protected and the saints gathered, the first of 

God’s judgments of earth will begin to fall.  This will be signified by the blast of 

trumpets.  (See Revelation 8 and 9.)   

After this, there will be the culmination of that time-period when an angel will 

declare, “There will be no more delay.”  That is followed immediately by this 

declaration: “The kingdom of this world (Satan’s domain) has become the kingdom 

of our Lord and of His Christ.” Some interpreters believe that this is the end of the 



period called the Great Tribulation. But what then? Many interpreters believe, as I 

do, that what we see beginning in Chapter 15 actually occurs after the end of the 

Great Tribulation.  That is, after the 42 months of the reign of the last head/emperor 

of the beast is past, these judgments are poured out on the earth to clear the way for 

the reign of earth’s true King.   

Daniel also wrote of two periods of time beyond the 7 years.  Daniel 12:11 – 12 

says, “And from the time that the regular burnt offering is taken away and the 

abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be 1,290 days. Blessed is he 

who waits and arrives at the 1,335 days.”  We know that the 1,260 days (42 months) 

is the time of the beast’s rule. (Daniel 7 and Revelation 13) This is also the time, 

times and half a time (3 ½ Years) that Daniel said the beast will harass the saints. But 

the question is this: What is the extra 30 days leading to 1,290 days and also, what is 

the extra 45 days on top of that leading to 1,335 days?   

Some of us believe that the 30 days is the period of final judgment, which includes 

the last great battle at Armageddon. Further, the extra 45 days is the preparation for 

the coronation of Christ as King on earth.  We can’t be sure but this interpretation 

seems to be as reasonable as any explanation since no definitive explanation is given 

in scripture.  This view seems fitting, especially concerning last 45 days, because 

Daniel said that the ones who come to the 1335 days are blessed.  Indeed, what a 

blessing it will be to belong to the Kingdom of Christ on earth and reign with 

Him!  What a blessing it will be to live on an earth ruled as it should be ruled!  What 

a blessing it will be to live on an earth where corruption is halted throughout the 

reign of Christ!  This interpretation is a reasonable speculation and that’s why I put 

it up front for consideration. We will know when we see it.  

Regardless of the times and timing, we know that Judgment is coming; Christ is 

coming; the final judgment on the earth is coming (see chapter 14). Three angels 

made proclamations; the first angel said that the hour of judgment had come; the 

second said that those who worship the beast will fall under God’s judgment; the 

third said that Babylon the Great (the world system) had fallen.  In chapter 14 we 

also saw that Christ was returning with a sharp sickle in His hand; He reaped His 

harvest (His people), then His angel came and reaped the grapes of the earth (the 

wicked) and threw them into the winepress of His wrath.   



This final display of God’s wrath is introduced in chapter 15, which is the shortest 

chapter in the Book of Revelation.  However, it deserves a chapter by itself because it 

answers some very important questions regarding what is about to come on the 

earth.  These questions are: (1) Where is the Church (God’s people) during this time?   

(2) What are God’s people doing? (3) Is it just or right for God to judge the earth as 

we will see in chapter 16 and following?  (4) Are these judgments really from God?  

(5) Why does God not show mercy as He has done so often in the past?  

Revelation 15:1 says, “Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and amazing, 

seven angels with seven plagues, which are the last, for with them the wrath of God 

is finished.” This verse speaks of a new vision, which John calls great (of great 

significance) and marvelous (awe-inspiring/wondrous). This is so awe-inspiring 

because of the magnitude of what is about to happen.  Do you remember watching 

the events unfold on 9/11/2001? I was in San Diego and my wife called and woke me 

up about 6 AM PDT.  I turned on the TV and was in awe that what I saw was really 

happening.  I think this was John’s attitude. He knew judgment was coming!  He 

had heard Jesus talk about judgment; he wrote about it in his gospel. But to actually 

see the judgment being prepared in heaven made it real.  Also, he knew what these 

judgments will be like, because he referred to them as plagues (the last seven angels 

with seven plagues).  The word ‘plague’ (Greek: pleegas) is important.  It refers to 

wounds, to stripes, to injuries.  So seven angels will bring wounds and stripes and 

injury on the unbelieving, spiritually adulterous world.  

There is one more thing that makes this vision so awesome or awful: It shows that 

the wrath of God is complete.  Another way of saying this is: This is the end for 

rebellious men, for the beast, for the false prophet of the beast and at least for a 

while, the dragon (Satan).  Indeed, judgment is really happening!  All heaven is 

about to break loose on earth in seven last judgments on the earth.  It is then that the 

exercise of God’s wrath upon the wicked of the earth will be completed.  

In in contrast to God’s judgment, what comes next is one of the most beautiful 

and meaningful scenes in the Book of Revelation.  Why?  Because throughout 

history, and especially during the time of the reign of the beast, the saints experience 

persecution.  They have been martyred for their faith and their faithful love toward 

God.  Then, by the faithfulness and mercy of our God, in chapters 7 and 14 we see 



the Church raptured.  These raptured saints are standing in heaven worshipping 

God saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  

In chapter 15, we see the saints in heaven again. Verse 2 says, “And I saw what 

appeared to be a sea of glass mingled with fire—and also those who had conquered 

the beast and its image and the number of its name, standing beside the sea of glass 

with harps of God in their hands.”  You may remember the sea of glass  when we 

studied chapter 4.  In that chapter, we saw that the throne of God was on a sea of 

glass like crystal. There were 4 living creatures and 24 elders.  But now, in chapter 

15, the focus is on another group who are standing on the sea of glass, which is 

under and around the throne of God.  Notice it says that these are those who “have 

the victory over the beast, over his image and over his mark and over the number of 

his name.”  These are the victorious saints in Christ, which is what the Book of 

Revelation is really about! 

Oh, please don’t forget this!  God, the Father did not give this victory to His Son 

in order for Bible Prophecy experts to tour the world doing seminars, and sell books 

and CDs.  He didn’t give this victory so that people could make movies about how 

bad it is going to be in the end!  As John interjected on occasion, this is written for 

the endurance and faith of the saints!  In fact, everywhere you look in the Book of 

Revelation, the saints prevail because they are kept by the power of God and He 

brings them to both victory and to their reward!   

Remember that in each of His messages to the seven churches in chapters 2 and 3, 

Jesus promised a reward to the ones who overcome.  How were these saints able to 

stand on the sea of crystal around and before the throne of God?  The answer is: 

They overcame!  They overcame the beast who demanded their worship and they 

overcame the dragon who empowered the beast. Revelation 12:11 tells us  

the saints “overcame the dragon by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”  Chapter 15 says the same 

thing.  Christ died for them. (That’s their salvation). They kept their testimony of 

faith in Christ. (That’s their perseverance.) And they willingly died for Him. (That’s 

their devotion.)   

In chapter 15, the saints are secure in the presence of God as they play harps and 

sing.  But they are not just singing random songs of praise.  The songs they are 



singing have to do with what is actually happening at that moment.  In verses 3 – 4 

of Revelation 15, we read, “And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and 

the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 

Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O 

Lord, and glorify your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and 

worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.’”    

Two different songs are being sung, and they are very important!  The first is ‘the 

Song of Moses.’  The saints sing this song because it describes exactly what is 

happening in Revelation 15.  Exodus 15 tells us that the Children of Israel had just 

been brought through the Red Sea and, as they turned to look back, they saw 

Pharaoh’s army following them.  Then, when Moses stretched His rod toward the 

parted sea, it crashed back on the Egyptians and they were crushed and drowned.  

Verses 1 – 3 of Exodus 15 says, “Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song 

to the LORD, and spoke, saying: "Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song 

to the LORD, saying, ‘I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the 

horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. The LORD is my strength and my 

song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, my 

father’s God, and I will exalt him. The LORD is a man of war; the LORD is his 

name.’”   

Let’s now compare this Exodus-event with what Revelation 15 says is about to 

happen.  It tells us that the saints of God are standing safely on the shore (in 

heaven), but on earth the ones who hated them and persecuted them and pursued 

them are about to be crushed and buried by the raging sea of God’s last judgments.  

So here the saints are singing about God’s victory over both His and their enemies 

just as the Israelites did following Yahweh’s victory at the Red Sea.   

In chapter 15, the saints also sang a second song, which is the ‘Song of the Lamb.’  

Most interpreters think that this is the song the heavenly elders were singing in 

Revelation 5 where the Lamb of God takes the scroll and begins to unfold and 

execute God’s decrees. Revelation 5:9 – 10 says, “And they sang a new song, saying, 

‘Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by 

your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people 

and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they 



shall reign on the earth.”  In this passage, the saints were singing the song of God’s 

victory over His enemies and they were singing the song of their salvation by the 

Lamb of God. They were singing these songs, and we will too, because that is exactly 

what is happening in chapter 15. 

With the last judgments now announced, God’s judgment is finished and the 

salvation of God’s people is complete!  We will praise God for His power (“Great 

and amazing are your deeds.”), His righteousness (“Just and true are your ways,” 

i.e., you are right to do this.), His fearsomeness (“All will fear you and give you 

glory.”), His holiness (“You alone are holy.” There is none like you so you alone 

deserve the worship of your creatures), and His vengeance (“Your righteous acts 

have been revealed.”)  

Now all of this raises a big question: What do the saints in heaven think 

concerning what the God of heaven is about to do?  If you think about it, this throws 

us into a quandary of sorts.  Have you ever wondered what we should think about 

God’s judgment? I have. There have been times when I have been so troubled by 

things in this world that I comforted myself by thinking of this day of judgment.  I’m 

not the only person to do that.  Have you ever heard of imprecatory Psalms?  Psalm 

69 is one of those Psalms.  Psalm 69: 22 – 28 says, “Let their own table before them 

become a snare; and when they are at peace, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be 

darkened, so that they cannot see, and make their loins tremble continually. Pour out 

your indignation upon them, and let your burning anger overtake them. May their 

camp be a desolation; let no one dwell in their tents. For they persecute him whom 

you have struck down, and they recount the pain of those you have wounded. Add 

to them punishment upon punishment; may they have no acquittal from you. Let 

them be blotted out of the  

We may ask: Is it right to feel and think like this?  John Piper helps us with this 

question when he says, "There is a kind of hate for the sinner who is viewed as 

morally corrupt and hostile to God, that may coexist with pity and even a desire for 

their salvation.”  He went on to say, “There comes a point of such extended, 

hardened, high-handed lovelessness toward God that it may be appropriate to call 

down anathema on it."   



This reflects God’s attitude and stance toward evil.  Note what Psalm 11:4 – 7 

says, “The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD’s throne is in heaven; his eyes see, 

his eyelids test the children of man. The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates 

the wicked and the one who loves violence. Let him rain coals on the wicked; fire 

and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion of their cup. For the LORD is 

righteous; he loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold his face.” God hates the 

wicked but mysteriously, at the same time, we know that God has shown love for 

the world by giving his Son as the propitiation for the sins of all who believe (John 

3:16).   

Should we then feel guilty for agreeing with the judgments of God, knowing that 

most of the people on earth are going to perish under these judgments?  No, because 

the people we find in the Book of Revelation are those who have already chosen 

sides when they bowed to the beast and worshipped the dragon and also, rejoiced in 

the death of God’s witnesses and persecuted God’s people.  Therefore, God is just 

and His judgments are right. Those who trust in the righteousness of God will one 

day rejoice both in the salvation and in the judgments of God just as Israel did at the 

Red Sea when the Egyptians received God’s wrath. 

Paul’s words 1 Corinthians 16:22 - 23 are relevant here.  “If anyone has no love for 

the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come!”  Paul is saying: “Come Jesus and 

bring your salvation and wrath; You are Savior and Judge; come and do what is 

right.” 

In Revelation 15, there is another vision, a vison concerning the sanctuary of God 

Himself.  Verse 5 – 8 of this chapter say, “After this I looked, and the sanctuary of 

the tent of witness in heaven was opened, and out of the sanctuary came the seven 

angels with the seven plagues, clothed in pure, bright linen, with golden sashes 

around their chests. And one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels 

seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God who lives forever and ever, and the 

sanctuary was filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no 

one could enter the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 

finished.” 

Some has called this scene ‘The Temple of Doom,’ and it really is!  We have 

already seen this scene it in Revelation 11, but without any detail. It was after the 



seventh trumpet was blown and the kingdom of Christ was announced that 

Revelation 11:19 says, “Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of h is 

covenant was seen within his temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, 

peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail.”  Chapter 11 was a summary of 

what we see in chapter 15.  But what we begin to see in chapter 15, and running 

through chapter 19, are the details.   

This heavenly temple is actually the pattern for the tabernacle and the temple on 

earth.  Moses saw this temple first. In Exodus 25, he was told to build and furnish 

the tabernacle according to the pattern he was shown on Mt Sinai.  Hebrew 8 tells us 

that both the priesthood and the tabernacle were made according to the pattern 

show to Moses.  So, what we see here in Revelation 15 is the temple of God that has 

always existed.  It is God’s eternal tabernacle; it is His dwelling in heaven. 

(Tabernacle means a dwelling.)  And John is shown the Holy of Holies in the 

tabernacle (‘Naos’ – the holiest place or sanctuary).  And according to Revelation 11, 

the Ark of the Covenant is there, not the one Moses built, but the one used as the 

pattern Moses was shown. 

This raises the question: What is important concerning the Ark of the Covenant?  

The Ark contained the tablets of the Law of God, and was also the place where the 

blood of the sacrifice was applied ‘covering’ the law-breakers. So picture this: Here 

is the holy and righteous God in His temple that is filled with the smoke of His 

glory.  In His presence is His holy law, which serves as the constant reminder of the 

rebellion of the men of earth and the judgment they deserve. But God’s people have 

been atoned for. We are now delivered and in His presence. All that remains is 

God’s righteous response to the world’s violation of His Law. What we are seeing is 

an angry God whose patience and mercy toward the world has run out. Remember 

that chapter 11 told us the earth was past ripe for judgment.  Therefore, in His 

righteous anger toward those who rebel against Him, out of His presence (out of the 

sanctuary), God sends out seven angels with His final wave of judgments upon the 

earth.   

What we are seeing in chapter 15 contradicts the world’s view of God, doesn’t it?  

The world is saying that if He exists, He is a kind grandfatherly figure who has no 

enemies, does not get angry and will not harm His creatures.  At least, they live like 



that is their view of God. They have no fear of God.  But they should fear Him 

because, from His dwelling place (His holy place, the place of His presence), He 

dispatches seven angels with seven golden bowls full of His wrath.  This answers the 

third question I posed, which is: “Are these judgments really from God?”  Indeed, 

they are! He is the one who dispatches the angels from His sanctuary to pour out His 

judgments on the world. 

Here is the last question: “Why does God withhold mercy when He has been 

merciful in the past?” The answer is in verse 8, which says, “And no one could enter 

the sanctuary until the seven plagues of the seven angels were finished.”  I take this 

to mean that there will be no intercession once the angels are sent. Nothing can stop 

the plagues of God’s judgments from running their full course! Compare this to 

previous times such as when Moses and the Old Testament saints begged for God’s 

mercy when His judgments fell on the people of Israel. When Moses came before 

Yahweh to interceded, He was merciful to them.  I am also reminded of Acts 8 where 

Simon, the magician, tried to buy the power of the Holy Spirit, the apostle Peter 

pronounced a curse on Him saying, “May your silver perish with you, because you 

thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!”  Simon pleaded for Peter to 

pray that judgment would not come upon him.  Men have interceded for other men 

from the beginning, just as we do now for our lost family and friends. But when the 

judgments begin, no one will come into God’s presence and plead for mercy. Not 

this time!  There will be no interruption!  There will be no mercy! 

Revelation 15:8 (see above) may be one of the most important passages that we 

can read – a passage that displays the smoke of God’s presence filling the Holy of 

Holies in heaven as the angels were sent out with His wrath.  It shows that no one 

will be allowed to come before God and intercede for His mercy!  Oh, how I wish 

everyone could understand how terrifying, awful and real this will be!  In our next 

study, we will see how real God’s wrath will be in chapter 16 and following.  

  



Revelation 16 - All Heaven Breaks Loose - Part 2 

 

In the last chapter we saw the introduction to the final judgment of the people 

who dwell on the earth.  This is a good time to make a distinction of in the 

judgments that are found in the Bible.  There is a judgment coming on all sinners 

individually – the judgement we will see in chapter 20.  But what we are seeing in 

chapter 16 is summarized in verse 10.  This verse says, “The fifth angel poured out 

his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness.”   

The individual judgment in chapter 20 has an eternal verdict, which is: “Those 

whose names are not found written in the Lamb’s Book of Life from the foundation 

of the world will be cast into the lake of fire forever.” But the judgments we see in 

chapter 20 are specifically against Babylon (the world), the beast and those who 

worship the beast.  These are temporal, i.e., they have an ending.  It is by these 

judgments that God shows Himself victorious over the beast, his worshippers, his 

armies, etc.  And, as we see in verse 10, and have seen before, the world will not 

repent in the face of these judgments.  This, by the way, demonstrates how much 

they deserve judgment - both now and for eternity!   

In John’s vision of chapter 15, we saw the temple - the sanctuary of God in the 

heavenly tabernacle. We also saw the ark of the covenant and the ark of the 

testimony where the Law of God is kept.  This law, being in the presence of God, is a 

constant reminder of the sinfulness of men.  However, for believers, there is in the 

presence of God, at His right hand, a man whose pierced hands and feet and side are 

the sole defense for us.  Indeed, God’s law and Satan, the accuser of the brethren, 

rightly accuses sinners but Christ defends them absolutely because He has bought 

them with His own blood.  While the testimony of the law condemns everyone, that 

condemnation will not stand for those who belong to Christ.  Indeed, there is no 

condemnation for them who are in Christ Jesus! 

In Revelation 16, seven angels who come from the presence of God, are sent with 

seven bowls containing the last of the judgments of God upon the sinful earth. And 

when these judgments begin, there will be no relenting. In chapter 15, verse 8, we 

saw that no one could enter the sanctuary until the plagues were finished.  In 

chapter 16, we will see the seven bowls of judgment being played out.   



When the first angel pours out his bowl of wrath, there will be painful sores.  

Verses 1 – 2 say, “Then I heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, 

‘Go and pour out on the earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.’ So the first 

angel went and poured out his bowl on the earth, and harmful and painful sores 

came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.”   

Notice that this judgment is against everyone in every place who bears the mark 

of the beast and worships Him.  It brings harmful and painful sores.  In the Greek, 

the word for ‘sores’ is the word for bad ulcers.  In the Septuagint (the Greek 

translation of the Old Testament), this word is used to describe the sores that came 

upon the Egyptians in the plagues.  It is also used for the sores that covered Job.  In 

the New Testament, the same word was used to describe the sores that covered 

Lazarus, the beggar. (Luke 16) These are painful, growing, oozing sores that spread 

all over the body.  Revelation 16:2 says everybody on earth (except the 144,000) who 

bore the mark of the beast and worshipped his image is afflicted with such sores.   

I think the sores found in chapter 16 parallels what happened at Ashdod when the 

Philistines took the Ark of God from Israel.  They refused to return it and put the 

Ark in the temple of their god Dagon.  Ultimately, because of their refusal to return 

it, God brought a plague of tumors on them. Now there is discussion about what 

these tumors actually were - ranging from generic to delicate.  But because they 

brought the Ark into the temple of their false god, Dagon - the temple of an idol - 

God afflicted them.   

Whatever the case, verse 2 tells us that harmful and painful sores came upon the 

people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.  Why?  Because 

God will not share His glory with idols, nor will He tolerate idolatry.  Remember 

that the first of the Ten Commandments says, “You shall have no other gods before 

me.” And the second commandment says, “You shall not make for yourself a carved 

image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth 

beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.” (See Exodus 20:3 – 6.)  Judgment 

falls on those who break God’s laws!  

Then the second angel pours out his bowl. Revelation 16:3 says, “The second 

angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse, and 

every living thing died that was in the sea.”  In chapter 8, we saw something similar 



occur during the trumpet-judgments.  A great mountain fell into the sea and 1/3 of 

the sea life was killed and 1/3 of the ships on the sea were destroyed.  But this 

judgment does not have what may be perceived to be a natural explanation like that.  

In that judgment, a great object fell into the sea.  But in this bowl-judgment, 

everything in the sea dies because all the seas of the earth become thick and foul 

with coagulated blood (as the blood of a corpse).   

This is the direct hand of God on what He had created by His power.  Yet now, in 

this second bowl-judgment, He kills by this same power.  Of course, this will bring 

about hardship for people who get their food from the sea and the earth will be 

covered by the foul smell of death.  Some interpreters see this plague as being 

merely symbolic for the pollution of the seas.  However, there is no reason to think 

this is not literal just as the waters were turned into blood in Egypt. 

The same is true for the third bowl of God’s wrath found in Revelation 16:4, 

which says, “The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of 

water, and they became blood.” Notice that this verse does not say ‘like’ blood. 

Rather, these springs of water become blood. Also, it does not say that ALL of the 

fresh water on earth turns to blood.  But, to whatever extent this reaches, it will be 

devastating to life where these judgments are directed.  While it appears that there is 

still water on the earth, it is scarcer, and based on the displays of human nature that 

we have seen throughout history, this judgment will cause great conflict that will be 

fueled by selfishness and self-preservation.   

At this point, anyone who questions the righteousness of God is answered by this 

third angel.  Note what he says in verses 5 – 7: “And I heard the angel in charge of 

the waters say, ‘Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who was, for you brought 

these judgments. For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and you have 

given them blood to drink. It is what they deserve!’ And I heard the altar saying, 

‘Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are your judgments!’”  Who, with any 

righteous mind, can deny this statement?  We must all say, “Holy God, You have 

given the men of earth exactly what they deserve!”  They killed, and even enjoyed 

the bloodshed of the saints.  Remember how they celebrated the death of the two 

witnesses in chapter 11?  So how fitting is it that the world will drink blood to try to 



survive! It is as though God is saying this to them: “You enjoyed shedding the blood 

of my people. I am returning those unrighteous deeds upon you in like kind.”  

Now let’s look that the bowl of wrath poured out by the fourth angel in 

Revelation 16:8 – 9. “The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was 

allowed to scorch people with fire. They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they 

cursed the name of God who had power over these plagues. They did not repent and 

give him glory.”  Some who do not take this literally say that it is figurative 

language for economic hardship or some other silly interpretation. How do they 

come up with that?  One could just as easily say that it means there will be an ice 

cream shortage, which everybody knows would be catastrophic!    

The fact is, this is something we can see happening and that we know will be 

catastrophic when it does. In mid-December of 2020, there were several solar flares 

and a Coronal Mass Ejection (CME) that affected earth. In the past, these CMEs have 

disrupted some communications but our atmosphere and magnetic field have 

prevented us from being harmed.  But, with the fourth bowl of God’s wrath, our 

atmosphere and magnetic field will not protect the people on earth.  They will be 

scorched by the fierce heat of the sun.   

Now notice the response of those who were scorched with fire. Even though they 

know that this judgment is from God, they curse Him.  And, even though they know 

their pain is from God’s hand, they do not repent and give Him the glory He 

deserves! 

In Revelation 16: 10 – 11 we see the fifth bowl of judgment. “The fifth angel 

poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into 

darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish and cursed the God of heaven for 

their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.”  I mentioned earlier that 

these judgments are directed at the kingdom of the beast (The kingdom of this world 

as described in chapter 11).  I don’t think this judgment is directed somewhere 

different from the others.  I think this is John’s commentary on where all of the 

judgments are aimed.  As I said earlier, this is God dethroning the dragon’s king in 

order to install His king - the rightful king.    

This fifth-bowl judgment is another judgment like one of the plagues of Egypt 

that is found in the Book of Exodus. In that plague, there was pitch darkness, i.e., as 



black as tar. And it was a darkness that could be felt.  Here, in Revelation16, it says 

they gnawed their tongues because of the pain.  Interpreters, who take this as 

figurative language, say something like this: The ‘darkness’ into which it is plunged 

is probably spiritual darkness and intellectual confusion that brings chaos to those 

who were dependent on the world system and its idolatrous ways.  However, I 

believe this is actual darkness like the darkness that came upon Egypt.  Why would 

it not be?   

If this is literal darkness, we may wonder how darkness can have such a 

devastating effect on men?  I read an article in the World Net Daily where some 

experts say that the total loss of power, over a long period of time, would result in 

the death of 90% of Americans.  Those who have stored their food, dried or canned, 

can imagine that.  (Remember that freezers and refrigerators will not work!)  Then 

what about the violence that occurs as men kill each other trying to get food?     

Note that verse 11 of chapter 16 says people will gnaw their tongues because of 

the pain they will experience.  This is not actually pain as we understand it.  In fact, 

a better translation is this: They gnawed their tongues in anguish caused by the 

hardship brought on by the darkness.  This darkness is not localized because verses 

10 – 11 tells us that the beast’s kingdom (the whole world) will become full of 

darkness.   

What is the response of the world to this deep darkness?   Will their sorrow cause 

them to repent and turn to God?  No, because Revelation 16:11 says that they will 

blaspheme the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, and will not 

repent of their deeds. That response is a theme in all the judgments, isn’t it? We have 

seen, in bowls 4 and 5, that the world curses God. They will do so again in response 

to the 7th judgment-bowl. 

This brings us to the 6th bowl, which is what we have already seen introduced – 

the great bloodbath at Armageddon.  In Revelation 16:12 – 16, we read, “The sixth 

angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up, 

to prepare the way for the kings from the east. And I saw, coming out of the mouth 

of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false 

prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs. For they are demonic spirits, performing 

signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole world, to assemble them for battle on 



the great day of God the Almighty. (‘Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the 

one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and 

be seen exposed!) And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called 

Armageddon.” 

The way for this event is prepared by the drying of the river Euphrates.  I like 

what writer, Sam Storms, says regarding this passage.  He recalls when God dried 

the Red Sea to allow His people to escape the Egyptian army.  However, in this sixth 

bowl of God’s wrath, things are reversed in that God will make the way for the 

enemies of His people to come against Christ.  I don’t know if the Euphrates River  

will actually dry up, but the enemies of God and His people will come to battle 

against Christ and those with Him.   

Verses 13 - 14 tell us how the armies of earth end up at Armageddon.  “And I saw 

three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the 

mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits of 

demons, performing signs, which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole 

world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”  This tells us 

that the armies of the world will be gathered by evil spirits that are sent by Satan, 

the beast and the false prophet.  They think they are gathering forces to turn Christ 

back to heaven, i.e., to stop His coming as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  But 

Zechariah 14:2 tells us that they will do exactly what God wants them to do!  It says, 

“I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem.”  God says through the 

prophet, Joel, “Hasten and come, all you surrounding nations, and gather yourselves 

there. Bring down your warriors, O LORD. Let the nations stir themselves up and 

come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; for there I will sit to judge all the surrounding 

nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the winepress is 

full. The vats overflow, for their evil is great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of 

decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. The sun and the 

moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining.” (Joel 3:11 – 14).  

Remember the angel with the sickle who cuts off the grape clusters and throws 

them into the winepress of the wrath of God in chapter 14?  This passage refers to 

that same event.  Verse 16 says, “They gathered them together to the  place called, in 

Hebrew, Armageddon.”  This is the name of a place 60 miles north of Jerusalem 



where many battles had been fought.  These battles were as follows: Barak defeated 

the Canaanites; Gideon defeated the Midianites; King Josiah was killed in a battle.  

There is a lot of both speculation and misinformation about the location of 

Armageddon, but we will not consider them here.  However, this is what we know: 

The battle is outside Jerusalem and spreads across 184 miles (1600 Stadia) as it says 

in Revelation 14:20. So, from this verse we know that wherever the Battle of 

Armageddon occurs, God will use demonic spirits to gather every army from every 

nation here.  We call this the Battle of Armageddon, but the Bible gives us it its 

proper name, which is “the Battle of the Great Day of God Almighty.”  This battle, 

and its outcome, are described in chapter 19. 

Before we move to the last judgment-bowl, we will look at one more thing. 

Remember that John has inserted encouragements for the saints all along throughout 

this book.  Verse 15 gives us another one of these encouragements.  It says, “Behold, 

I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments 

on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”   This verse tells us that 

we don’t want to end up in the situation of the world that is under God’s wrath.  

Therefore, we must persevere in faith. We do not want to be one of those who fall 

away and thus find ourselves under the judgment of God.   

There are professing believers who will fall away from God.  However, they are 

not the true people of God.  Rather, they are pseudo-saints.  I often tell people that 

the test of true faith is not how we start but how we finish.  Remember that, when 

Jesus spoke to the seven churches in Revelation 2 and 3, He called them to overcome 

and be victorious.  When we studied those chapters, we saw that all true believers 

WILL overcome and receive what God has promised. In fact, by the time of the 6th 

bowl, the saints have been raptured and the apostates, along with the rest of world, 

are left reeling under God’s judgments upon the earth, refusing to repent and give 

glory to God. That is truly apostate! 

Now let’s look at the 7th bowl of God’s wrath as it is poured out.  Revelation 16:17 

says, “The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out 

of the temple, from the throne, saying, ‘It is done!’”  The words, ‘It is done’ tell us 

that this is the last of the temporal judgments on the earth. That is, this finishes the 

Day of the Lord, which all of the prophets prophesied would come. 



This judgment is almost unimaginable!  Revelation 16:18 – 20 says, “And there 

were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake such 

as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake. 

The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God 

remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of 

his wrath. And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found.” 

This passage tells us that there will first be an earthquake like the world has never 

had.  This earthquake affects the whole earth in that the cities of the nations fell.  In 

scripture, “the nations’ always refer to Gentile cities.  The word ‘fell’ means that they 

collapsed into ruins.  The next sentence confirms that these are the Gentile nations.  

It says, “God remembered Babylon the Great.”  In the Book of Revelation, ‘Babylon’ 

refers to the world that stands against God and his people. So remembering how 

Babylon has always stood against God and His people, the destruction of the cities 

will be His judgments on Babylon.  (We’ll see this in chapter 18.)  

Now look at this verse 20, which says, “every island fled away and no mountains 

were to be found.”  This is probably hyperbole that is used to depict the great effects 

of the earthquake.  The point is that there will be great destruction all over the earth.  

This is how God’s judgments have been consistently described in scripture.  For 

example, Psalm 18:6 – 19 says, “In my distress I called upon the LORD; to my God I 

cried for help. From his temple he heard my voice, and my cry to him reached his 

ears. Then the earth reeled and rocked; the foundations also of the mountains 

trembled and quaked, because he was angry. Smoke went up from his nostrils, and 

devouring fire from his mouth; glowing coals flamed forth from him. He bowed the 

heavens and came down; thick darkness was under his feet. He rode on a cherub 

and flew; he came swiftly on the wings of the wind. He made darkness his covering, 

his canopy around him, thick clouds dark with water. Out of the brightness before 

him hailstones and coals of fire broke through his clouds. The LORD also thundered 

in the heavens, and the Most High uttered his voice, hailstones and coals of fire. And 

he sent out his arrows and scattered them; he flashed forth lightnings and routed 

them. Then the channels of the sea were seen, and the foundations of the world were 

laid bare at your rebuke, O LORD, at the blast of the breath of your nostrils. He sent 

from on high, he took me; he drew me out of many waters. He rescued me from my 



strong enemy and from those who hated me, for they were too mighty for me. They 

confronted me in the day of my calamity, but the LORD was my support. He 

brought me out into a broad place; he rescued me, because he delighted in me.”  

Many interpreters believe that the bowl-judgments of Revelation 16 lead directly 

into the New Heaven and the New Earth since it sounds as though the earth is being 

renovated by God.  However, we know that the destruction of this earth and the 

creation of the new earth is far more radical than that.  The Apostle Peter said that 

the elements will melt with fervent heat.  The Book of Hebrews says that Christ will 

roll them up like a scroll.  Revelation 21 says the first earth and heavens will pass 

away, i.e. they are no more.  What we see here in chapter 16 is bad, but it does not 

refer to the creation of a Hew Heaven and a New Earth.  

In the midst of the earthquake, we read this in Revelation 16:21: “And great 

hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they 

cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.”  The 

largest hailstone on record is 8 inches in diameter and weighed 2 lbs. Using basic 

calculations, these hailstones would be 100 lbs. and about 56 inches wide.  Is such 

even possible?  Of course, God is doing it.  Revelation 11:19 says, “Then God’s 

temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within his 

temple. There were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, 

and heavy hail.” This verse parallels what we read in chapter 16.  From where will 

the lightning and rumblings and thunder and the earthquake and the hailstones 

come?  They will come from God’s temple in heaven.   

Let us remember that, at this point, there is no mercy left for the world – only 

God’s wrath!  People are left to do what people do apart from the grace of God.  

Note that verse 19 says that that they cursed God for the plague of the hail, because 

the plague was so severe.  Can’t you just hear them saying, “God, we don’t deserve 

this!”  Isn’t that the mindset of sinful, unrepentant men? They say, “What have I 

done to deserve this?” The answer of course is, they have defied God’s law; they 

have denied God their worship and worshipped His adversary; they have 

denounced God’s authority; they have deflated God’s glory in their own minds.  

This brings us back to what we skipped in verse 19, which says, “The great city 

was split into three parts.”  While this seems to be part of God’s judgment, it is  



actually something very different. It is not describing the actual city of Babylon, as 

some think.  Rather, it refers to Jerusalem, which was called the ‘Great City’ in 

Revelation 11:8.  Many interpreters, including myself, find the significance of this 

verse in Zechariah 14.  Although the description is not exact, the timeline fits and 

this is the only place in the Book of Revelation where Zechariah’s important 

prophecy seems to be fulfilled.  As we read, note what occurs in verse 4.  

Zechariah:14:1 - 4 says, “Behold, a day is coming for the LORD, when the spoil taken 

from you will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all the nations against 

Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the 

women raped. Half of the city shall go out into exile, but the rest of the people shall 

not be cut off from the city. Then the LORD will go out and fight against those 

nations as when he fights on a day of battle. On that day his feet shall stand on the 

Mount of Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall 

be split in two from east to west by a very wide valley, so that one half of the Mount 

shall move northward, and the other half southward.”  We believe that this splitting 

of the Mount of Olives in two parts (Zechariah 14:4) coincides with the Jerusalem 

being divided in three parts (Revelation 16:19).   

In verses 5 – 11 of Zechariah 14, we read: “And you shall flee to the valley of my 

mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as 

you fled from the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD 

my God will come, and all the holy ones with him. On that day there shall be no 

light, cold, or frost. And there shall be a unique day, which is known to the LORD, 

neither day nor night, but at evening time there shall be light. On that day living 

waters shall flow out from Jerusalem, half of them to the eastern sea and half of 

them to the western sea. It shall continue in summer as in winter. And the LORD 

will be king over all the earth. On that day the LORD will be one and his name one. 

The whole land shall be turned into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of 

Jerusalem. But Jerusalem shall remain aloft on its site from the Gate of Benjamin to 

the place of the former gate, to the Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to 

the king’s winepresses. And it shall be inhabited, for there shall never again be a 

decree of utter destruction. Jerusalem shall dwell in security.”  



The point that is obvious in these verses is that one exalted place remains on the 

whole earth and that place is Mt. Zion, which is the holy city where Christ will reign 

over all the earth.  It is, indeed, a fitting end for the history of the earth as we know 

it.  Only the mountain of God remains, prepared for Jesus to sit there as King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords. 

  



Chapter 17 - The History of the World 

 

We have come to a key part of the Book of Revelation, which I call “The History of 

the World.”  In the context of the Book of Revelation, I am using the term ‘world’ to 

refer to ‘Babylon.’   Some interpreters say that the antichrist will actually rebuild the 

City of Babylon, which will be the base of his empire.  Others say that Babylon refers 

to Rome or another specific city such as Jerusalem.  I can assure you Babylon does 

not refer to any actual city because its identity is very clear in chapters 17 and 18.  In 

these chapters, Babylon is: the world in opposition to God and His people; the 

creation organized against the creator, His Son and His people; the whole world of 

false religion (chapter 17); the world of politics and commerce that exists in pride 

and greed and covetousness (chapter 18).  It is because of these evils that God’s 

anger and wrath are being poured out against Babylon!   

That Babylon is doomed to fall is clear! We have already heard the declaration of 

the fall of Babylon in Revelation 14:8, which says, “Another angel, a second, 

followed, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink 

the wine of the passion of her sexual immorality.’”  Its fall was also spoken of in 

Revelation 16:19 says, “The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the 

nations fell, and God remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of 

the wine of the fury of his wrath.”  Indeed, God is furious against Babylon! Psalm 

7:11 - 13 says, “God is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day. 

If a man does not repent, God will whet his sword; he has bent and readied his bow; 

he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, making his arrows fiery shafts.” In 

chapters 17 and 18, we will see God’s anger and fury that has already been 

announced.  

1.  We see God’s wrath against the spiritual adultery of the world.   

Revelation 17:1 - 2 says, “Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls 

came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the judgment of the great prostitute 

who is seated on many waters, with whom the kings of the earth have committed 

sexual immorality, and with the wine of whose sexual immorality the dwellers on 

earth have become drunk.”  Verse 1 tells us that this vision is about God’s judgment.  

Verse 1 says, “I will show you the judgment . . .”  In our study of the Book of 



Revelation, we have seen that the word for judgment comes from the Greek word 

‘krisis.’  This word refers to the process of evaluating something as to whether is 

right or wrong or good or bad.  Based on that word, there is also the Greek word 

‘krino,’ which is the form of the word that has to do with the verdict that is given.  

That is, once you have determined whether something is good or bad or right or 

wrong, you have ‘krino’ (the verdict).  The Greek word for judgment in verse 1 of 

chapter 17 is ‘krima,’ which is thee form of the word that refers to the sentence that 

will be carried out because of the judgment. So what this vision shows is that the 

‘sentence’ (krima) is being carried out against the great harlot.    

Why is the image of a harlot is being used?  A harlot is a woman who seduces 

men into illicit sexual activity; she seduces them into breaking faith with their 

wives. By her seduction, the sacred covenant of marriage is broken.  Spiritually 

speaking, a harlot is one who seduces people away from the worship of the true 

God into idolatry and false religion.   So what we are seeing in our text is a harlot 

seducing mankind to break faith with the creator.  This kind of seduction strikes 

directly at the first of God’s Ten Commandments, which says, “You shall have no 

other gods before me.” Then, the Third Commandment tells us that we shall not 

make any images and call them our gods.  This is why the harlot, Babylon, will be 

judged.  She is representative of the whole world of apostasy and idolatry. And, 

because of her, the God who deserves the worship of every creature is denied that 

worship. Because of here, the worship of the people of the world is given to those 

who are not gods at all.  Therefore, mankind’s broken faith with God has caused 

Him to act in anger against the world of apostasy and idolatry, i.e., Babylon, the 

harlot.  

Who is seduced by the harlot?  It’s pretty clear that she draws both rulers and the 

peoples everywhere on earth into her illicit activity.   In the first verse of chapter 17, 

we read that the harlot sits on many waters. Verse 15 of this chapter tells us what 

this means.  It says, "The waters which you saw, where the harlot sits, are peoples, 

multitudes, nations, and tongues.”  This refers to everyone - everywhere!   Notice 

that verse 2 tells us that the kings of the earth committed fornication with her.  It 

also tells us that the inhabitants of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her 

fornication.    



People, great and small, of every nation and tongue and tribe on earth have been 

drawn away from God into idolatry by her seduction.  They have committed 

fornication (adultery) and they have become drunk with the wine of her fornication.  

What a statement! The people are drunk in that they have come under the 

influence of the harlot’s offerings.  They are controlled by her and they do not 

have the sobriety to escape her!  Sadly, everyone everywhere has abandoned the 

reasonable and obvious. They have abandoned the worship of the true God for other 

so-called gods.  

How has the harlot’s seduction spread? The answer is in Revelation 17:3, which 

says, “And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness, and I saw a woman 

sitting on a scarlet beast that was full of blasphemous names, and it had seven heads 

and ten horns.”  In verse 7, this harlot is sitting on the beast and being carried by it.  

This is important in that it tells us that the immorality of the harlot is sanctioned and 

supported and spread by the beast who carries her.  (We will look into the identity 

of this beast later in this chapter.) 

We are seeing the synergism between the harlot and the beast.  That is, wherever 

the beast is, the harlot is.  And her seduction is alluring to the masses.  In Revelation 

17:4, we read, “The woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with 

gold and jewels and pearls, holding in her hand a golden cup full of abominations 

and the impurities of her sexual immorality.”  The point of this description seems to 

be that she is alluring. She is irresistible and holds out a cup to the people of the 

earth and says come and drink with me. And just as men are drawn to an attractive 

harlot, the world is seduced to come to her and drink from her cup.  That is, they 

have been drawn to love, worship and serve something other than God. That is 

spiritual adultery!   

This raises the question: Who is this seductive harlot?  The answer is in Revelation 

17:5, which says, “And on her forehead was written a name of mystery: ‘Babylon the 

great, mother of prostitutes and of earth’s abominations.”  What does the phrase ‘a 

name of mystery, ‘Babylon the Great’ mean?’  A mystery is something that is hidden 

or covered.  So the name ‘Babylon the Great’ is not how she is known to the world. 

You will not find a First Babylon the Great Church or First Babylonian church!”  (If 

you do, run fast! ).  However, Babylon IS the mother of all the harlots and 



abominations of the earth, as verse 5 says.  What a stunning statement! Every false 

religion, every evil human philosophy (humanism, atheism) and every abominable 

thing that God hates was born of this figurative woman called ‘Babylon the Great.’   

This discussion of the harlot Babylon  leads us to back to where all rebellion 

against God by the post-flood generations started – back to Nimrod who was the 

great-grandson of Noah. Genesis 10 tells us that he was a king, and the first city he 

built was Babel.  It was in this city that he gathered all the people who were on earth 

at that time. What they did is recorded in Genesis 11:4. “Then they said, ‘Come, let 

us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a 

name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”   

Let’s consider what this verse tells us.  We know when Noah and his little family 

came off the Ark, there was one religion on the earth – faith in the one true God.  

People only knew and worshipped Yahweh because He was the one who saved them 

and carried them over the waters to safety.  Fast forward three generations and what 

do we see?  We see people who have forsaken the true God and true religion (they 

are ungodly).  There is no mention of the worship of God.  Instead, people gather 

around a tower that they built - not to the glory of God but to themselves!  When 

they built this tower to reach into heaven, they were declaring that they did not need 

God. They were declaring that they could reach heaven by their own power. They 

were declaring that God, His Son and His gospel were unnecessary.  

Now this is important to understand: The departure from the acknowledgement 

of the necessity and glory of God led to every abomination imaginable!  What we are 

seeing in Revelation 17 is what Paul said was demonstrated in history. In Romans 1, 

he actually described the Babel-event and its effects when he explained why the 

world is under the wrath of God.  In Romans 1:21 he wrote, “For although they 

knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became 

futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.”   Paul is saying that 

they knew the true God but did not acknowledge Him as God and as the giver of all 

good things.  Their thoughts became futile.  That is, God was ‘out of their minds’ as 

they thought of worthless things such as their own desires and their own glory 

instead of the fruitful and eternal things of God.   



In Romans 1:22 – 23, Paul goes on and says, “Claiming to be wise, they became 

fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 

man and birds and animals and creeping things.”  They crafted their own gods and 

they created the religions to go with their gods. (There are about 4,200 religions in 

the world!)  Also, by fashioning their own gods and religions and philosophies, from 

Humanism to Buddhism to Catholicism, they fashioned their own morality.  This is 

found in verses 24 – 25 of Romans 1, which says, “Therefore God gave them up in 

the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 

themselves, because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped 

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.”   

This shows that the entire earth has embraced Babylon.  It has drunk what she has 

offered and has thus become intoxicated with what she offered.  Therefore, Yahweh, 

the one true God, is no longer the object of their worship.  His righteousness is not 

the pursuit of their lives!  His truth is not the content of their thoughts!   

But it actually gets worse, as we have already seen in the Book of Revelation. Not 

only have they forsaken the worship, the righteousness and the truth of God, they 

have set themselves against Him and His people.  Look at Revelation 17:6, which 

says, “And I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the 

martyrs of Jesus. When I saw her, I marveled greatly.”  Throughout history, since the 

days of Babel, that which is false has persecuted that which is true.  The 

persecutions against God’s true people originated in Babel.  Let me demonstrate 

what this means: Babel was not the only city Nimrod started.  Genesis 10:8 - 12 

describes his kingdom by saying, “Cush fathered Nimrod; he was the first on earth 

to be a mighty man. He was a mighty hunter before the LORD. Therefore, it is said, 

‘Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.’ The beginning of his kingdom 

was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that land, he 

went into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth-Ir, Calah, and Resen between 

Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.”  

First, we know that Babylon came out of Babel. And Nineveh was the capital city 

of what would become the Assyrian empire.  Both were idolatrous empires that 

persecuted, imprisoned and killed the people of God. Even before that time, Sodom 

and other cities were taken by the king of Shinar while Lot was living there (see 



Genesis 14).  Those cities were defeated and lived under oppression for 12 years 

until Abraham brought his men to fight against the attackers to rescue Lot (not the 

cities themselves). Even some of the old Jewish writings and traditions say that 

Nimrod was still alive when Abraham was converted, and that he actually 

personally persecuted Abraham.  One tradition even says that Abraham was thrown 

into a fiery furnace and was delivered by God like the three Hebrews in 

Nebuchadnezzar’s furnace.  These traditions are probably not true but they are 

interesting and illustrate the point that the offspring of the harlot have always, and 

will continue to persecute the righteous.   

So Babel wasn’t just the foundation for false religion, it was also the foundation 

for the empires that would persecute the saints throughout history. Egypt, Assyria, 

Babylon and Persia enslaved and killed the people of Israel and Judah and later the 

God’s saints.  Also, Rome killed Peter and Paul and exiled John and then unleashed 

horrific persecution against the Church in the first, second and third centuries.  

Then, we see the adherents of Islam who were so intoxicated by their religion that 

their highest calling was to forcefully convert or kill Christians and Jews.  We call 

the final manifestation of the beast THE ‘antichrist’ but John was right in his first 

epistle when he said, “as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now 

many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.” (1 John 

2:19)   So the spirit of antichrist has always been in the world.  It began at Babel and, 

therefore, ‘the beast’ has been in the world since then.  It continues today and will 

rise again in the end.                                           

Why is the harlot, Babylon, to be judged by God?  Because she has seduced the 

people of earth away from the true God to other gods; she has drawn them from the 

righteousness of God into every imaginable expression of depravity; she has 

influenced them to persecute the people of the true God, even to death. 

2.  The identity of the beast who carries the harlot                                                                                                      

We’ve seen that the harlot is sitting on the beast but what do we know about the 

‘beast’ itself?  Let’s read Revelation 17:7 - 8 for the answer to this question.  “But the 

angel said to me, ‘Why do you marvel? I will tell you the mystery of the woman, and 

of the beast with seven heads and ten horns that carries her. The beast that you saw 

was, and is not, and is about to rise from the bottomless pit and go to destruction. 



And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in the book of life 

from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, because it was and is 

not and is to come.” 

This passage parallels Revelation 13 where John saw the beast rising out of the 

sea, (the Gentile nations).  In both passages, the beast has 7 heads and 10 horns and 

the peoples of the earth marveled at him.  In chapter 13 we are told that the people 

marveled that the beast was resurrected, which is what is being said in verse 8 here 

in chapter 17: “the beast…was, and is not and yet is.”    

So who or what is this beast and what does it mean that this beast is 

resurrected?  

As for who or what the beast is, remember from a previous chapter, that the beast 

is ‘singular.’ He is summoned from the sea by the dragon, Satan. He is the entity that 

Satan has installed to govern a world that opposes God and His people. And note 

(again) that he has seven heads. These seven heads represent the empires that 

comprise the beast. So, collectively, the word ‘beast’ refers to the empires and rulers 

(heads) of this world who have opposed God and oppressed His people.   

As for the meaning of the beast’s resurrection, in chapter 13, it seems to be a 

satanic deception that the beast is resurrected.  However, it could refer to a king or a 

ruler who was in power, who lost that power, and then who regained it. Or it could 

just refer to an empire that carries on the activities of the beast-empires of the past 

and thus is said to be resurrected.  We don’t know, but when this final manifestation 

of the beast comes to be, we will have the wisdom from God to recognize it and not 

worship the beast. Verse 8, of chapter 13 tells us that. It reminds us again that, while 

the world marvels at the beast’s resurrection, the saints will not worship the beast.  

This verse says, “And the dwellers on earth whose names have not been written in 

the book of life from the foundation of the world will marvel to see the beast, 

because it was and is not and is to come.” 

It is wonderful how John always keeps making the distinction between the 

people of Babylon and the people of the New Jerusalem!   It is always so clear that 

the saints will not be deceived by the beast!  This refers ONLY to those whose 

names are written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world.  I have said 

and still say that the most important theme of this book is that the saints will 



arrive victoriously in the New Jerusalem - all of them by the grace of God!  Yet 

those who dwell on earth, i.e., Babylon, will go with the beast to where he is going.  

We see, in verse 8, that the beast that we saw who ‘was, and is not,’ will ascend out 

of the bottomless pit and go to perdition.  We don’t use the word ‘perdition’ much.  

However, it means the same as the word ‘destruction.’  And in an eschatological 

context, it means the destruction of eternal fire/judgment. 

There’s more to learn about the beast who carries the harlot. Revelation 17:9 - 11 

says, “This calls for a mind with wisdom: the seven heads are seven mountains on 

which the woman is seated; they are also seven kings, five of whom have fallen, one 

is, the other has not yet come, and when he does come he must remain only a little 

while. As for the beast that was and is not, it is an eighth but it belongs to the seven, 

and it goes to destruction.”   

The first phrase in verse 9 really says it all because this WILL require wisdom! 

First, the seven heads are seven mountains.  Some interpreters think that the seven 

mountains are speaking of the city of Rome since it was built on seven hills.  

However, a far better interpretation is that the mountains represent kingdoms.  We 

know this is the case because verse 10 says, “There are also seven kings.”   As I have 

said before, the kings and kingdoms refer to the same thing.  There cannot be one 

without the other.  So we know there are seven mountains (kingdoms) and seven 

kings.  

Verse 10 says, “Five have fallen.”  Most scholars believe the five fallen are as 

follows: (1) Egypt, ruled by Pharaohs who enslaved and persecuted the Israelites; (2) 

Assyria, ruled by various kings who attacked, killed, captured and enslaved the 

northern tribes of Israel; (3) Babylon, ruled by Nebuchadnezzar and others kings 

who attacked, killed, captured and enslaved Judah; (4) Medo-Persia, ruled by 

various kings, who although they allowed the Jews to return to Judah, kept them 

enslaved; (5) Greece, under Alexander and his generals who defeated Medo-Persia, 

took their territories and ruled over the people of God.  (Antiochus was part of that 

empire.)   

Then notice that verse 10 continues saying, “one is.”  This refers to Rome, which 

had occupied Israel and persecuted the Israelites, but more importantly, at the time 

John was writing was persecuting the Church.   



Now note the mystery that is found in verse 10, which says, “And the other (the 

seventh) has not yet come. And when he comes, he must continue a short time.”  To 

what beast-controlled kingdom does this refer? Some interpreters say that it refers to 

Hitler and the third Reich. Actually, that could be the case. The actual name was 

Deutsches Reich (German Empire). The German empire was so large that it spread 

over most of Europe and part of northern Africa.   In 1941, Hitler demanded the 

extermination of all Jews in Europe and succeeded in killing 6 million Jews – 

probably more than all of the other beast-empires combined.  It certain fits the 

phrase in verse 10, which says, “And when he comes, he must continue a short 

time.” Hitler came and went in a period of 13 years.   

The phrase “the other has not yet come” could fit other empires also.  Some 

interpreters say that this seventh kingdom was the eastern leg of the Roman empire.  

In 330 AD, the Roman empire was divided into two regions with Constantinople as 

the capitol of the eastern region. This fits the image in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream 

since the two legs of iron represented Rome. Two legs refer to two capitols which 

would be Rome, the 6th head, and Constantinople, the 7th.  

Still other interpreters say that this refers to the Ottoman empire that existed from 

1299 – 1923.  The Ottoman empire was a Muslim-empire based in Turkey that 

included Turkey, Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, Egypt, Libya, Amenia and much of 

Eastern Europe.  This may well be the seventh beast-empire.  Here is why: All of the 

empires that are identified as beast-empires have the distinction of opposing God 

and persecuting His people.  The Ottomans were an Islamic empire and Islam is 

dedicated to the destruction of Israel and Christians. If practiced according to its 

scriptures, Islam demands the conversion, death or enslavement of infidels. The 

seventh beast-empire could be any of these we have mentioned.  We just don’t 

know.   

One more argument for the seventh being the Ottoman empire is:  The first 6 

empires are contiguous in that each one conquered a previous empire.  And it can be 

said that since Constantinople was the eastern capitol of the Roman empire and it 

was conquered by the Ottomans (Muslims) in 1423, that could identify them as the 

7th beast.   



Let’s now consider the last beast-king and his kingdom, which is found in 

Revelation 17:11 - 14. Verse 11 says, “As for the beast that was and is not, it is an 

eighth but it belongs to the seven, and it goes to destruction.”   This verse says that 

the final beast-kingdom is an eighth, but is of the seven. This word ‘of’ in Greek is 

‘ek,’ which means ‘out of’.  In other words, the last beast will come out of a (the) 

previous empire(s).  Many interpreters think this refers to Rome and thus this last 

beast’s empire is a revived Roman empire.  Most of us have heard this view, but I 

think there is a better answer.  In fact, many scholars are leaning toward this 

alternate view.   

They say that the coming beast (the eighth) will come out of Islam and will be 

regarded as Islam’s ‘Mahdi.’  Listen to this summary of Islamic prophecy from John 

MacArthur, stating the things that Islam says will occur: “The Mahdi (the 12th 

Imam) will be a messianic figure. He will be a descendant of Mohammed. He will be 

an unparalleled, unequaled leader (just like the antichrist is described in Daniel and 

Revelation, right?). He will come out of a crisis of turmoil. He will take control of the 

world. He will establish a new world order. He will destroy all who resist him. He 

will invade many nations. He will make a seven-year peace treaty with the Jews. He 

will conquer Israel and massacre the Jews. He will establish Islamic world 

headquarters at Jerusalem. He will rule for seven years, establish Islam as the only 

religion. He will come on a white horse with supernatural power. He will be loved 

by all people on earth.”  Wow!  This summary is how Islam describes their Mahdi! 

(Just like Satan would write HIS scriptures, right?) It’s easy to imagine everything 

we have studied so far fitting the idea that the last empire is Islam and the antichrist 

is Islamic.   

Consider the example of the 10 horns who give their authority to the beast and 

rule with him.  This is found in Revelation 17:12 – 13, which says, “And the ten 

horns that you saw are ten kings who have not yet received royal power, but they 

are to receive authority as kings for one hour, together with the beast. These are of 

one mind, and they hand over their power and authority to the beast.”  Just imagine 

for a minute that a prominent Islamic figure arises and proposes peace with Israel. 

Seven Islamic nations willingly join him – nations such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 

Jordan, Turkey, maybe Iraq, and Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Three nations oppose 



him such as Iran, Syria and Libya.  Yet, he subdues them and forces them into his 

alliance.  I can see that, and doesn’t this scenario fit Daniel’s prophecy of how the 10 

horns are assembled? In that prophecy, the arrogant king plucks three of the ten 

horns out by the roots, i.e., he takes them by force.  What we will have then is  this: 

Ten nations give their authority to the beast. (Note that ten is likely a figurative 

number.)  In the end they, along with the kings of the earth, take a stand against 

Christ but are then destroyed by Him, which is what we see in Revelation 

17:14.  “They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is 

Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and 

faithful.”  

Most amazing to me is that the beast will war against Christ. (Certainly, this refers 

to war against the saints of the Lamb).  It is clear from what we have seen, and what 

we will see, that the world under the beast will oppose Christ at His return.  Note 

Revelation 19:19, which says, “And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth with 

their armies gathered to make war against him who was sitting on the horse and 

against his army. “  However, the Lamb will be victorious and we, His people, will 

be with Him in his victory.    

3.  The destruction of the harlot, Babylon, by the last head of the beast   

In Revelation 17:15 - 18, we read, “And the angel said to me, ‘The waters that you 

saw, where the prostitute is seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and 

languages. And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the 

prostitute. They will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn 

her up with fire, for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being 

of one mind and handing over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God 

are fulfilled. And the woman that you saw is the great city that has dominion over 

the kings of the earth.””   

Earlier in chapter 17, we saw that the harlot sits on the beast and the beast carries 

her.  This means that the beast has supported and carried all of the false religions 

and philosophies and immoralities that she has spread throughout the world since 

the time of Babel.  (She is the mother of harlots and the abominations of the earth.)  

She has been carried, supported, and endorsed by kings, and the philosophies and 



edicts of her religions even rule them because “the kings of the earth have 

committed fornication with her.”   

That makes what occurs beginning in verse 15 seem very uncharacteristic of the 

beast who has been carrying the prostitute.  It says that the beast and its kings will 

hate the prostitute and make her desolate and naked, devour her flesh and burn her 

up. When this last manifestation of the beast arises to power. The prostitute will be 

destroyed by the beast and his rulers. 

Why will the beast destroy the harlot?  Aren’t he and she both opposed to God? It 

would seem like that symbiotic relationship ought to continue, right? But there’s a 

reason both cannot coexist any longer. In Revelation 13:11 – 12, notice what it says 

about the beast when he is revealed: “Then I saw another beast rising out of the 

earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. It exercises all the 

authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its inhabitants 

worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed.” What do we see here?  

This beast from the sea, will exalt himself as God, and therefore there is no longer 

room for any others gods. From then on, the only god to be worshipped and the only 

image that will be erected and worshipped is his own image.   

Every religion, even the false religions and philosophies promoted by the harlot, 

will be destroyed by the beast and the world will have only one religion that will 

center around him and his kingdom. Daniel 11:36 – 39 alludes to this.  “And the king 

shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself above every god, 

and shall speak astonishing things against the God of gods. He shall prosper till the 

indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed shall be done. He shall pay no 

attention to the gods of his fathers, or to the one beloved by women. He shall not 

pay attention to any other god, for he shall magnify himself above all…” The 

symbiotic relationship between the harlot and the beast will come to an end.  The 

last of the kings that comprise the beast who committed fornication with the harlot 

and carried the harlot will cast her aside for a single religion – his!  

Finally, don’t miss God’s providence in all of this.   It is seen in Revelation 17:17 

which tells us that God put it into their hearts to carry out His purpose.  This 

means that God is completely in control of what occurs in His creation.  The harlot 

could not have spread her false religions and abominations apart from God’s will. 



He is the Sovereign of the universe!   All of us are regarded as nothing in his sight.  

He moves and uses men and kings for His purposes.  In the end ALL of His 

purposes will be fulfilled! Babylon that He has allowed to rise up over the earth will 

fall and His Son will reign over all!  Therefore, let us praise Him who governs all 

things according to the counsel of His will! 

So what do we learn in chapter 17? (1) The angels show John the judgment of the 

harlot who seduced the world to her idolatry and all that comes with it; (2) The 

harlot is part of Babylon; (3) She has spread false religion, humanism and all of the 

abominations of the world; (4)  Her influence has reached and ruled everyone, 

everywhere;  (5) She has been supported (carried) by the beast and the kings of the 

earth;  (6) All of the kingdoms that have opposed Yahweh, His Son and His people 

have been under her influence; (7) In the end, her many religions and philosophies 

will be nullified and made unlawful by the last beast who demands all worship and 

honor for himself (8) She will be destroyed. But there’s more to God’s judgment as 

we will see in the next chapter! 

  



Chapter 18 - The History of the World - Part 2 

 

In the Book of Revelation, Babylon refers to this world-system.  This, along with 

how the book ends in New Jerusalem, has led many interpreters, including myself, 

to see the Book of Revelation as a Tale of Two Cities. Babylon, which is under the 

power of the beast and the dragon, is going to perdition/destruction.  But the saints 

will endure to the end!  They will enter the New Jerusalem in which righteousness 

dwells and God dwells with His people forever.                                                                                                                                                                      

In chapter 17 we were introduced to a harlot whose mysterious name was 

‘Babylon the Great.’  This harlot is depicted leading the people of earth into spiritual 

adultery.  In fact, every false religion and every form of idolatry comes from her.  

Revelation 17:5 says that she is the mother of prostitutes and the earth’s 

abominations.  Verse 2 of this same chapter tells of her influence on the world.  It 

says that the dwellers on earth are drunk with the wine of her sexual immorality, 

i.e., they are under her influence.  They are those whose names have not been 

written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world.  This refers to the entire 

world outside of Christ.    

This prostitute has led the people in Babylon to worship the creature rather than 

the creator as Paul wrote in Romans 1. Babylon, the harlot allures and seduces the 

world to create and worship images, and thus create and practice false religions of 

every kind.  The people of the world refuse to glorify the God who created them.  

Therefore, they create their own gods and ultimately fashion their own morality, 

which is contrary to the Law of God.   

Indeed, ‘Babylon’ is the world of false religions.  But it is also the entire structure 

of the world aligned against God by the god of this world, Satan.  ‘Babylon’ then is 

the religious world; it is also the political, social and commercial world as well.  So 

as we move on, we are looking at, not just the demise of Babylon’s religion but the 

utter fall and destruction of Babylon as a whole. 

The Fall of Babylon    

God’s judgment of Babylon reaches peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues 

throughout the entire world. It appears that no one will escape the impact of this 

judgment. Revelation 18:1 - 3 summarizes that impact. “After this I saw another 



angel coming down from heaven, having great authority, and the earth was made 

bright with his glory. And he called out with a mighty voice, ‘Fallen, fallen is 

Babylon the Great!  She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every 

unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and a 

detestable beast. For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 

immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the 

merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.’"    

This is the second time the phrase “Babylon the Great is fallen” appears in the 

Book of Revelation.  The first time was chapter 14, verse 8 (between the 7 trumpets 

and the 7 bowls): “Another angel, a second, followed, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is 

Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her 

sexual immorality.’"  This was the declaration of what was coming in the final 

judgments that God would send on the earth.  Those comprehensive judgments were 

described in chapters 15 and 16.  So now, in chapter 18, we see how thoroughly those 

judgments have destroyed ‘Babylon.’  

Verses 1 – 3 of chapter 18 give the summary of what occurs during God’s 

judgments.  First, Babylon (the whole world) has been turned into a desolate place.  

Verse 2 says it has become “a dwelling place of demons, a prison for every foul 

spirit, and a cage for every unclean and hated bird!”  This description of judgment, 

and the desolation that follows, is common among the Old Testament prophets. For 

example, in Isaiah 34:8 – 13, the prophet, Isaiah, spoke of the Day of the Lord like 

this: “For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a year of recompense for the cause of 

Zion. And the streams of Edom shall be turned into pitch, and her soil into sulfur; 

her land shall become burning pitch. Night and day it shall not be quenched; its 

smoke shall go up forever. From generation to generation, it shall lie waste; none 

shall pass through it forever and ever. But the hawk and the porcupine shall possess 

it, the owl and the raven shall dwell in it. He shall stretch the line of confusion over 

it, and the plumb line of emptiness. Its nobles—there is no one there to call it a 

kingdom, and all its princes shall be nothing. Thorns shall grow over its strongholds, 

nettles and thistles in its fortresses. It shall be the haunt of jackals, an abode for 

ostriches.” 



This passage from Isaiah is similar to what you may have seen in an apocalyptic 

movie.  I remember the movie “I Am Legend” in which New York City is overrun 

with grass, weeds and trees and roamed by wildlife with only one person (other 

than zombie like creatures) left alive in the city.  This is the picture I get from the 

language of this passage.  Devastation is coming from the Lord – devastation that 

turns Babylon into a wasteland.  And this devastation affects the entire earth, not 

just a single city.   Remember that Revelation 17:15 says that where the prostitute is 

seated, are peoples and multitudes and nations and languages.  So ‘Babylon’ does 

not describe is not a city or a confined geographic area that is measured out for 

God’s judgment.  It describes the entire earth!  The harlot has been carried 

everywhere by the beast.  She has seduced all of the peoples of the earth whose 

names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world.  Her 

religious and moral corruption have spread everywhere. (Revelation 18:3). And now, 

in every place she has spread her apostasy and corruption, judgment has fallen!   

Notice something else in verse 3. It says, “The merchants of the earth have become 

rich through the abundance of her luxury.”  This is speaking of materialism.  This is 

essentially what our own nation is like - even our churches! But, you may ask, what 

does materialism have to do with spiritual adultery?  Remember that Paul defined 

greed as idolatry.  Also remember that John said this in 1 John chapter 2: “All that is 

in the world is the lust of the flesh (immorality), the lust of the eyes (materialism), 

and the pride of life (the things that exalt man instead of God).” These words 

describe Babylon, i.e., the Babylonian philosophy.  But Paul taught that this world, 

and everything and everyone in it, was created by Christ FOR HIMSELF.  The 

philosophy of Babylon turned that on its head.  The world that Christ made for 

Himself is treated as though it is for man instead of for Him who made it.  Sadly, 

God designed a good world for HIS glory, but mankind, under the influence of the 

dragon, the beast and the harlot have subverted it for themselves.  Therefore, God is 

angry and His judgment is coming!   

In light of all that we have seen, the message of the next angelic messenger makes 

perfect sense.  In Revelation 18:4 – 5 we read: “Then I heard another voice from 

heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you 

share in her plagues; for her sins are heaped high as heaven, and God has 



remembered her iniquities.’”   This is yet another appeal to the saints!  In the Book of 

Revelation, John has interjected exhortations to God’s people over and over.  These 

exhortations concern the endurance and faith of the saints. They encourage them 

(us) to stand firm in the faith through the persecutions we experience.   What we 

see in verses 4 – 5 above is another exhortation, but this time it comes from Christ (I 

think).  His message to the saints is: “You MUST NOT participate with  this woman – 

this harlot!  You must not allow yourselves to get caught up in her seduction!”   

Now this is a frightening statement that needs some further explanation.   How 

could the saints ever be caught up in this seduction?  We have already noted that  

there will be an apostasy at the end of this world order.  Paul said that this apostasy 

will be a prominent feature that accompanies the last days, and will lead to the Day 

of the Lord.  In 2 Thessalonians 2:3 – 4, he wrote, “Let no one deceive you in any 

way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion (Gk. apostasia = apostasy) 

comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, who 

opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that 

he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”  In 1 Timothy 

4:1, Paul wrote, “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart 

from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons” 

Then in 2 Timothy 3:1 – 5, he wrote, “But understand this, that in the last days there 

will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 

proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, 

unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, 

reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having 

the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.” Who are 

these apostate people? They are those who name Christ now, but will fall away from 

Him in the last days.  But how is that possible? Because there is a vast difference 

between those who are loosely or casually attached to Christ and those who are in 

Christ, and that will be demonstrated when great Tribulation comes.   

Not to belabor this point too much, but it is helpful to understand because, in 1 

Corinthians 10, Paul warned the church to not be like the faithless Israelites who fell 

in the wilderness and did not go into the land of promise. Here is what Paul wrote in 

1 Corinthians 10:1 -1 2. “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our 



fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were 

baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, 

and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that 

followed them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was 

not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things took 

place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not be 

idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and 

drink and rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of 

them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to 

the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some 

of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to 

them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the 

end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 

lest he fall."  

This should one of the most sobering passages for a modern church, which is 

increasingly abandoning the true faith. It’s not that ‘Born Again” Christians can be 

lost again. We can’t. But to be Born Again means something! It means that a person’s 

heart has been changed by Christ. So follow this: The church is a visible, physical 

entity like Israel was. But being “in the church” does not necessarily mean being “in 

Christ” just like being “in Israel” did not assure that a person was a true Jew. This is 

why many, perhaps even most of the professing and baptized members of the visible 

church, are not actually part of the true Church. This is also why there are so many 

interjections in this book that exhort the true Church to show itself to be the Church!   

When Jesus says, in Revelation 18:4, "Come out of her, my people, lest you share in 

her sins and lest you receive of her plagues,” He is giving His warning that is similar 

to those given by Paul and Peter, which is, “Take heed lest you fall.”  

Those of us who truly belong to Christ are not numbered with the apostates 

because we have and are continually withdrawing ourselves from ‘Babylon.’  Why?  

Because we are IN Christ! We have been Born Again. By God’s grace we have been 

delivered from ‘Babylon’ and rescued from the judgment she will receive. The grace 

of God that we have received is training us to renounce worldly passions and live 

self-controlled and godly lives. (See Titus 2:11 - 12).  



To know that true saints do not partake of Babylon’s judgments is good news 

because the angel speaks even more of about God’s judgment.  In Revelation 18:6 – 

8, we read, “Pay her back as she herself has paid back others, and repay her double 

for her deeds; mix a double portion for her in the cup she mixed. As she glorified 

herself and lived in luxury, so give her a like measure of torment and mourning, 

since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall 

never see.’ For this reason her plagues will come in a single day, death and 

mourning and famine, and she will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord 

God who has judged her.”  This passage tells us how bad God’s judgment on 

Babylon will be.  It will be twice as much as her ungodliness demands. And her 

torment will be equal to her enjoyment of her luxury and pleasure. Those who are 

getting all that they can from the world today, will receive all that God can give in 

judgment. What a terrifying reality!  As we have read before, they will drink the cup 

of the wine of God’s wrath in full strength!   

Despite the fullness of God’s judgment, note the world’s arrogance in the face of 

God. Verse 7 says “For she says in her heart, “I sit as queen. I am no widow, and 

mourning I will never see.’”  Doesn’t this describe the world right now? There is 

no fear of God! This passage looks like a direct continuation of something God 

spoke to Babylon through the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah 47: 8 – 9 says, “Now therefore 

hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, who say in your heart, ‘I am, and 

there is no one besides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of children:’ 

These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day; the loss of children and 

widowhood shall come upon you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries 

and the great power of your enchantments.” 

Notice Isaiah says that their loss shall come upon them in full measure - just as 

they filled their cup of iniquity.  In verse 11, Isaiah continues saying: “But evil shall 

come upon you, which you will not know how to charm away; disaster shall fall 

upon you, for which you will not be able to atone; and ruin shall come upon you 

suddenly, of which you know nothing.”  I want us to see a full picture of this 

judgement.  It will be total desolation!  Babylon (the world) doesn’t see it com ing!  

They do not fear its coming!  Yet it IS coming!  But how can we be sure?  Revelation 



18:8 says, “For strong (mighty) is the Lord who judges her!”  This means that God’s 

judgment cannot and will not be stopped.   

The next several verses in chapter 18 show us the stunned surprise and grief of 

the rulers and merchants the earth.  They describe the complete political and 

economic collapse of the world of the beast and the harlot.  As you read these verses, 

remember that they are figurative.  Also remember that Babylon was a city and the 

judgment of the world and its effect is being described like the judgment and 

desolation of a great city that is the center of the world.  In verses 9 - 19, we 

read: “And the kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in 

luxury with her, will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her 

burning. They will stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, ‘Alas! Alas! You 

great city, you mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.’ 

And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their 

cargo anymore, cargo of gold, silver, jewels, pearls, fine linen, purple cloth, silk, 

scarlet cloth, all kinds of scented wood, all kinds of articles of ivory, all kinds of  

articles of costly wood, bronze, iron and marble, cinnamon, spice, incense, myrrh, 

frankincense, wine, oil, fine flour, wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and chariots, and 

slaves, that is, human souls. The fruit for which your soul longed has gone from you,  

and all your delicacies and your splendors are lost to you, never to be found again! 

The merchants of these wares, who gained wealth from her, will stand far off, in fear 

of her torment, weeping and mourning aloud, ‘Alas, alas, for the great city that was  

clothed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet, adorned with gold, with jewels, and with 

pearls! For in a single hour all this wealth has been laid waste.’ And all shipmasters 

and seafaring men, sailors and all whose trade is on the sea, stood far off and cried 

out as they saw the smoke of her burning, ‘What city was like the great city?’ And 

they threw dust on their heads as they wept and mourned, crying out, ‘Alas, alas, for 

the great city where all who had ships at sea grew rich by her wealth! For in a single 

hour, she has been laid waste.’”   

This passage needs no explanation in that its description is very clear.  But there is 

one thing I want to lift out of it that is found in verses 10, 17 and 19. Verse 10 says, 

“For in one hour your judgment has come.”  Verse 17 says, “For in one hour such 

great riches came to nothing.”   And verse 19 says, “For in one hour she is made 



desolate.”  Previously I wrote about the speed with which the last judgments will 

fall.  I believe that the last (bowl) judgments all come in a short period of time after 

the end of the Great Tribulation.  The phrase ‘one hour’ refers to a short period of 

time, but not literally one hour. It reinforces the reality that those last judgments fall 

one after the other in rapid succession. In fact, we get the idea that they are so fast 

that the world is unable to recover from one before the next one falls. 

The response of heaven and the saints to the fall of Babylon.   

How do the saints respond to the fall of Babylon?  Is this a sad or happy day for 

them?  Previously, I asked whether it is right for us to rejoice in the wrath and 

judgment of God on the world. The answer is clear in Revelation 18:20, which says, 

“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, for God has 

given judgment for you against her!” Remember that, in Revelation 6:10, the saints 

who had been martyred under the altar were asking, “How long O Lord until you 

avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth.”  Here we see the moment of 

their satisfaction.  Babylon was guilty of the blood of God’s people.  We read that in 

verse 24, which says: “And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and 

of all who have been slain on earth.”   Verse 18 says, “For God has avenged you on 

her.”  Therefore, heaven, including the saints who have been raptured along with 

the apostles and prophets, are called to rejoice.  And that’s exactly what happens as 

we will see in chapter 19. (Remember that chapter breaks are man-made and 

sometimes they do not seem to be well-placed) 

Finally, at the end of chapter 18 we see the surety, summation and the final 

justification for God’s judgments upon the earth.  Verses 21 – 24 say, “Then a mighty 

angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, ‘So will 

Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, and will be found no more; 

and the sound of harpists and musicians, of flute players and trumpeters, will be 

heard in you no more, and a craftsman of any craft will be found in you no more, 

and the sound of the mill will be heard in you no more, and the light of a lamp will 

shine in you no more, and the voice of bridegroom and bride will be heard in you no 

more, for your merchants were the great ones of the earth, and all nations were 

deceived by your sorcery. And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, 

and of all who have been slain on earth.”   



What John sees in this vision depicts the certainty and finality of the judgment 

that has come upon Babylon (the world).  Note that the angel uses the metaphor of a 

millstone that is thrown into the sea.  What will a huge millstone do when it is 

thrown into the sea? It will sink to the bottom.  There is no chance that it will float! 

There is no chance it will be raised up. So is there any chance Babylon will escape or 

survive?  Not a chance! As verse 21 says, “So will Babylon the great city be thrown 

down with violence, and will be found no more.”  

This desolation seems so thorough that life on earth will be completely disrupted.  

Even the most common, everyday things such as music, work and marriage will no 

longer be found, heard or seen on the earth after God’s judgment is finished.  

Babylon the Great is fallen!   And then for emphasis the angel again says ‘Fallen.’  

Indeed, the corrupt city that sits on many waters and that encompasses peoples and 

nations and tongues has fallen, fallen!  The Babylon that seduced the world with 

idolatry and greed and immorality has fallen, fallen!  The Babylon that persecuted 

and killed the saints of God has fallen, fallen! 

  



Chapter 19 - Marriage and War 

 

At the end of chapter 18, we asked this question: Should the saints rejoice over 

God’s judgment of Babylon? We read in Revelation 18:20 that the saints are called to 

rejoice over Babylon’s destruction. It says, “Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you 

saints and apostles and prophets, for God has given judgment for you against her!”  

As we come to chapter 19, we see a multitude of saints rejoicing over the 

judgment of Babylon. In verses 1 – 5, we read: “After this I heard what seemed to be 

the loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and 

glory and power belong to our God, for his judgments are true and just; for he has 

judged the great prostitute who corrupted the earth with her immorality, and has 

avenged on her the blood of his servants.’ Once more they cried out, ‘Hallelujah! The 

smoke from her goes up forever and ever.’ And the twenty-four elders and the four 

living creatures fell down and worshiped God who was seated on the throne, saying, 

‘Amen. Hallelujah.’ And from the throne came a voice saying, ‘Praise our God, all 

you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.’”   

It sounds awful that this multitude in heaven, which will include us, cries 

‘Hallelujah’ over the smoke of Babylon’s burning. Should the saints really rejoice 

over God’s judgment of Babylon. The answer is clearly ‘Yes’ in that the saints are 

rejoicing over Babylon’s burning. By why? The answer is laid out through our 

understanding of biblical theology. In scripture we learn that God’s judgment and 

wrath is just as good and glorious as His mercy and salvation!  They are both the 

work of a good and righteous God, which is what we have already seen in verse 2.  

God does what is right and good!  

Even God’s fierce wrath against Babylon is good because he has rightly “judged 

the great harlot who corrupted the earth with her fornication.”  God created a 

perfect earth but what He created as good was ruined by the harlot, Babylon.  So 

God will ruin her because of the ruin she brought upon His good creation. Since 

Babylon has prosecuted and Killed God’s people, verse 2 says that He has “avenged 

on her the blood of His servants shed by her."  This is good and just!  So what 

Babylon receives from God will be exactly what she has given to the saints of God.  

This is why all heaven rejoices – both saints and angels!  The elders, the living 



creatures, the servants great and small, all answer the call in of verse 20, which is, 

“Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets, for God has 

avenged you on her!”  

Now God’s judgments on Babylon and the beast are complete! Now heaven is 

rejoicing and praising God for His righteous judgments. We have seen the 

consummation of God’s judgment against the wicked on earth, but what happens to 

the beast, the false prophet and the dragon, Satan? What about those left on earth 

after all of the earthly judgments are completed? What about the saints? What about 

the kingdom of Christ? What about the rest of eternity? 

The answer to these questions is what we see in the rest of the book from chapter 

19:5 through chapter 22.  So let’s see how everything ends. 

In this section of the Book of Revelation, we see the announcement of the 

coming consummation of the marriage between Christ and His bride.  This is 

found in Revelation 19:5 – 9, which says, “And from the throne came a voice saying, 

‘Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, small and great.’ Then I 

heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many waters 

and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord 

our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the 

marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was 

granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure’— for the fine linen is 

the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are 

those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me , 

‘These are the true words of God.’” 

Notice the connection between verses 1 and 6. In both verses, John hears the voice 

of a great multitude, and it’s the same multitude! This is also the same multitude 

who suddenly appeared before the throne of God and the Lamb in heaven back in 

chapter 7. Revelation 7:9 - 10 says, “After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude 

that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 

languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, 

with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, ‘Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’’  The multitude 

raptured from the earth in chapter 19 is the same as the one that is raptured in 



chapter 7.  It praised God for His righteous judgments.  (Revelation in 19:1 – 5) And 

now this same multitude arises to praise God for something else – His faithfulness to 

His people. They praise God for His faithfulness because they (we) have experienced 

it! God has rescued them from wrath and fulfilled the salvation he promised! 

Now, let’s look at a contrast in this passage that is critical to understanding this 

book. Remember the harlot?  She was the one who received God’s judgment. But 

look! There is another woman - not a harlot but a faithful bride. Revelation 19:7 says, 

“Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has 

come, and his Bride has made herself ready." This is really what this whole book is 

about. There are those who God loves as His own - the bride of Christ, His Son. 

Then, there is the one God hates - the harlot. Another way to say this is There is 

Babylon (the world) and the New Jerusalem (The saints).  One He despises and has 

reserved for judgment. He has stored up His wrath against her since the rebellion 

began. Oh, but listen, the bride, the New Jerusalem, the one God loves has always 

been safe. We have always been His pride and His joy and His pleasure and His 

possession.  

What we are seeing in chapter 19 is that the day has come for the consummation 

of the Bridegroom’s love for His bride. The groom (The Lamb of God) has come, and 

His bride has made herself ready. That’s the next point in this passage, which says, 

“His wife has made herself ready.” (verse 7) What does this mean? Again, 

throughout this book we have seen warnings and exhortations interjected. What this 

tells is that the bride has followed those exhortations.  Revelation 18:4 says, “Then I 

heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest you take 

part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues.’”  The bride did! She came out of 

Babylon! 

Revelation 16:15 says, “Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who 

stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen 

exposed!”  The bride did! She stayed awake and kept her garments on prepared 

for the return of the Bridegroom! 

As the angels were preparing to reap the earth in judgment, Revelation 14:12 says, 

“Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who keep the commandments of 



God and their faith in Jesus.”  The bride has!  She has endured all things for the 

sake of Christ and His gospel! 

During the persecution of the beast against the saints, Revelation 13:9 - 10 says, “If 

anyone has an ear, let him hear: If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; 

if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a 

call for the endurance and faith of the saints.” She has endured and believed and 

still believes and will to the end! 

And as the dragon (Satan) was described raging against the saints, Revelation 

12:11 said, “And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 

word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.”  The bride 

does not love her life above Christ. Instead she loves HIM first! 

And all of these verses remind us of what Jesus spoke to His 7 churches.  He gave 

promises to each of them, and all of those promises began with: “The one who 

overcomes/conquers.”  The bride has overcome!  And she is us! 

We have been made ready by Christ – by His redemption and justification of us 

through His blood.  And, by His continuing grace, through faith, we are also making 

ourselves ready to meet Him. By HIS strength we will endure. We will remain 

faithful to the end to the praise of the glory of His grace! Oh how important this is 

for us! The bride does not just ‘coast’ through life from baptism into the banquet 

hall. There is a life Christ gives her (us), and we live that life from now until Christ 

returns. Everyone at this banquet will be an overcomer! Everyone at this banquet 

is a conqueror of sin!  They (we) will have endured in faith and stood for Christ - 

many even to death. 

So what we see in the Book of Revelation really IS an important picture of 

mankind’s divergent destinies: Join with the harlot and be destroyed with her; or 

join with Christ, prepare for His coming, and be welcomed into His eternal 

kingdom. 

But before that occurs, Christ must destroy the last of His enemies. This is what 

we see next - the description of the coming of Christ in judgment. We have already 

been introduced to Armageddon, both in chapter 14 and chapter 16. In chapter 14, 

we are just told of its outcome and the carnage.  Verses 19 and 20 of that chapter say, 

“So the angel swung his sickle across the earth and gathered the grape harvest of the 



earth and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 20 And the winepress 

was trodden outside the city, and blood flowed from the winepress, as high as a 

horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.” 

Then in chapter 16 - with the sounding of the last trumpet - we are told that the 

demonic spirits assemble the armies of earth to make their stand against Christ. 

“And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.” 

(Revelation 16:16) 

Now we see that final battle as it happens. Revelation 19:11 - 16 says, “Then I saw 

heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 

True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of 

fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one 

knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which 

he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, 

white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp 

sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of 

iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On 

his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” 

Remember that, in chapter six, I noted that the phrase ‘white horse’ is only used 

two times in the Bible. The first was when the first seal was opened and the 

antichrist came to power. Revelation 6:2 says, “And I looked, and behold, a white 

horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out 

conquering, and to conquer.” This was Satan’s King – the one through whom he 

would rule the world. He will come as a conqueror - taking authority over the earth 

and demanding its worship as we saw in chapter 13. 

In chapter 20, we will see another white horse.  This time it is carrying the true 

King. But he is more than the King!  He is the judge of the earth! As I have 

mentioned before, the world overlooks the fact that Jesus is God’s appointed judge. 

You may remember that Jesus is declared to be the judge by both Peter and Paul in 

sermons they gave in the Book of Acts. As Peter recounted the command Jesus gave 

His disciples, he said this in Acts 10:42: “And he commanded us to preach to the 

people and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the living 

and the dead.” 



Also, Paul, while preaching to the superstitious religious men in Athens, said, 

“The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world 

in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given 

assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:30-31) 

Chapter 20 is all about judgment! Note these words from this passage: “He judges 

and makes war”; “His eyes are a flame of fire”; “His robe is dipped in blood.” It says 

the armies of heaven are with Him but they are not armed because they don’t need 

to be. This will not be a conventional battle because “out of His mouth comes and 

sharp sword to strike down the nations” Verse 15 says the same thing that was 

announced in chapter 14. “He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of 

God the Almighty.” In chapter 14 the victory of Christ was described as grapes being 

harvested and crushed with the blood splattering to the horses’ bridles.  

This battle is described as a bloodbath! And indeed it is. The aftermath is 

horrifying. Revelation 19:17 - 18 says, “Then I saw an angel standing in the sun, and 

with a loud voice he called to all the birds that fly directly overhead, ‘Come, gather 

for the great supper of God, to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of 

mighty men, the flesh of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both free 

and slave, both small and great.’”  

This is the end of the armies of the nations of the earth! Ezekiel saw it.  In Ezekiel 

39:17 – 22, we read: “As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD: Speak to the 

birds of every sort and to all beasts of the field, ‘Assemble and come, gather from all 

around to the sacrificial feast that I am preparing for you, a great sacrificial feast on 

the mountains of Israel, and you shall eat flesh and drink blood. You shall eat the 

flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes of the earth—of rams, of 

lambs, and of he-goats, of bulls, all of them fat beasts of Bashan. And you shall eat 

fat till you are filled, and drink blood till you are drunk, at the sacrificial feast that I 

am preparing for you. And you shall be filled at my table with horses and 

charioteers, with mighty men and all kinds of warriors,’ declares the Lord GOD. 

And I will set my glory among the nations, and all the nations shall see my judgment 

that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid on them. The house of Israel shall 

know that I am the LORD their God, from that day forward.” 



Zechariah also gives an interesting description, one that reminded me of the scene 

at the end of the movie, “Raiders of the Lost Ark.” Zechariah 14:12 says, “And this 

shall be the plague with which the LORD will strike all the people who fought 

against Jerusalem: Their flesh shall dissolve while they stand on their feet, their eyes 

shall dissolve in their sockets, and their tongues shall dissolve in their mouths.”   

We are seeing how the armies of the kings of the earth will end. But this is also the 

end of the beast and the false prophet.  Revelation 19:19 - 21 says, “And I saw the 

beast and the kings of the earth with their armies gathered to make war against him 

who was sitting on the horse and against his army. And the beast was captured, and 

with it the false prophet who in its presence had done the signs by which he 

deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its 

image. These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with sulfur. And 

the rest were slain by the sword that came from the mouth of him who was sitting 

on the horse, and all the birds were gorged with their flesh.” 

Who are the first beings to be cast into the lake of fire? Verses 19 – 20 tell us that it 

is the beast and false prophet.  Jesus said the lake of fire was created by God for the 

final judgment of the devil and his angels. And we’ll soon see that Satan and the rest 

of the wicked world will follow. This is God’s final judgment for the beast and the 

false prophet which completes Christ’s conquest of the earth!  

By His judgments and His appearance in battle, He will conquer and fully and 

finally destroy the powers of earth that have opposed Him and persecuted His 

people! 

  



Revelation 20 - Jesus Shall Reign… 

 

In chapter 19, I began a point-by-point look at what occurs after the defeat of the 

beast and the judgment on ‘Babylon’ (the temporal world). So with this in mind, I 

will continue the same point-by-point presentation. 

In Revelation 20, we see the binding of Satan in preparation for the reign of 

Christ.   

Revelation 20:1 - 3 says, “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding 

in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the 

dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 

thousand years, and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so 

that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 

ended. After that he must be released for a little while.” It’s important to remember 

that, all along, Satan has been behind all of the beast kingdoms from Babel to the 

kingdom of antichrist. He has led Babylon (the world) in its apostasy and opposition 

against God and His people. So it makes sense that, as Christ comes into His 

kingdom, Satan is taken out of the way for the duration of Christ’s earthly kingdom. 

That’s why the 1,000 years here corresponds with the 1,000 years kingdom of Christ 

we will see in a bit. 

The question now is: How is Satan to be removed? The text says that he is bound 

and thrown into the abyss. We have already seen this abyss. In chapter 9, we saw a 

great hoard of demons like locusts being released from this abyss or bottomless pit 

to afflict men for 6 months.  We know from other places in scripture that this abyss is 

a real place. Since before the days of Noah, it has been the place where God has 

imprisoned fallen angels for millennia.  

Both Peter and Jude wrote about this abyss. Jude 1:6 says, “And the angels who 

did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he 

has kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great 

day.” Second Peter 2 tells us that God sent those angels to hell. The word used in 

Greek is ‘Tartarus’ which is not the usual word for hell. According to the 

understanding of that time, Tartarus was a subterranean place where the wicked 

dead were held. This sounds like an abyss.  And, when Christ comes, it will still 



exist! Satan will be bound and cast into the pit so that he cannot deceive the nations 

any longer. Therefore, I think it HAS to be understood that ‘Satan’ here does not just 

refer to him but also to the demons who have deceived the nations and peoples of 

earth.  

Think about what a change that will be! The nations and the peoples of the world 

will have been under his power since the fall of man into sin, but here they are 

immediately released from his power. Of course, that does not mean that there will 

be no more sinfulness in the world.  The mortals who remain alive will still be 

sinners with a sin nature.  However, the desires of their sinful nature will not be 

exacerbated by the deceptions and temptations of the devil and his angels. As a 

result, I believe the mortals who remain on the earth will rightly recognize the 

authority of Christ the King over them. They will submit themselves to the rule of 

Christ and His saints. They will give due honor to Christ. As Paul wrote to the 

Philippians: “every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord!” 

Think about what this beautiful kingdom of Christ will be like. Men, women and 

children will no longer be ruled by ‘the ruler of this world.’ They will no longer be 

subject to ‘the god of this age.’ Their internal temptations to sin against God will no 

longer be exacerbated by the demons under the rule of ‘the prince of the power of 

the air.’ 

Now, just to make sure we cover this well, some scholars say that Armageddon 

destroys ALL sinners from the earth. But the text just does not say that! Rather, the 

actual description of those destroyed in Christ’s victory is limited to those who come 

out to oppose Him. There is nothing in scripture, which I am aware of, that says all 

sinners will be eradicated from the earth at Armageddon. In fact, I see just the 

opposite! 

We read in chapter 19, that, when Christ comes on the white horse, He will rule 

the nations with a rod of iron. But why is a rod of iron needed if all who remain on 

the earth are saved and righteous people?  Zechariah said there would still be 

sinners in the kingdom. In Zechariah 14:16-19, he says, “Then everyone who 

survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after 

year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths. And if 



any of the families of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the 

LORD of hosts, there will be no rain on them. And if the family of Egypt does not go 

up and present themselves, then on them there shall be no rain; there shall be the 

plague with which the LORD afflicts the nations that do not go up to keep the Feast 

of Booths. This shall be the punishment to Egypt and the punishment to all the 

nations that do not go up to keep the Feast of Booths.” 

Again, some interpreters say that those who remain after Armageddon will all be 

converted to Christ, but their children will not recognize Christ as the King. That’s a 

stretch and, to the best of my knowledge, the Bible doesn’t teach this. Probably the 

greatest evidence that there will still be sinners in the earthly Kingdom of Christ is, 

as we will see later, when Satan is released, the earth will once again join Him in 

rebellion against Christ the King. So rebellion will still exist in the hearts of mortal 

men.  But during the reign of Christ on earth the dragon (Satan) will not deceive the 

nations any longer, until the thousand years are over. After that he must be released 

for a little while. This leads to the event that God has promised, and His people have 

anticipated, since He called them (us). 

Revelation 20 tells us of the millennial reign of Christ with His saints.  

Verses 4 - 6 say, “Then I saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the 

authority to judge was committed. Also, I saw the souls of those who had been 

beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and for the word of God, and those who had not 

worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or 

their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. The rest 

of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first 

resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! Over 

such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, 

and they will reign with him for a thousand years.” 

I have noticed that, after all of the references to the Kingdom of Christ in 

scripture, that this passage would place greater emphasis on Christ and HIS reign 

than it actually does. But that has already been established.  Chapter 14 declared that 

“the Kingdom of this world has become the kingdom of our God and of His Christ.” 

Chapter 19 said “He will RULE with a rod of iron, and the name written on His robe 

and thigh is ‘King of kings and Lord of Lords.’” And, of course, the coming reign of 



the Messiah is one of the dominant themes in ALL of scripture.  Old Testament and 

New Testament prophecies tell us that Christ will reign! 

In chapter 20, the emphasis is on the saints because this book is written to them 

(us). It’s for their (our) encouragement! And this is especially precious to those who 

are being martyred in the name of Christ. Of these martyrs verse 4 says, “they lived 

and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” Please note that the word ‘martyr’ 

just means a ‘witness.’ So while those who are killed for the name and word of 

Christ are clearly in view in this verse, ‘martyrs’ refer to all of the faithful saints who 

have ever lived. We see this in verse 6, which says, “Blessed and ho ly is the one who 

shares in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they 

will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand 

years.” The first resurrection is the resurrection of the saints who have died in the 

Lord. These are both Old and New Testament saints who have looked to and 

believed in Christ. This first resurrection is for all of the saints, because none of them 

will face the second death!   But what is the second death? Revelation 20:14 - 15 says, 

“Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, 

the lake of fire.  And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he 

was thrown into the lake of fire.”  

We are seeing that all the saints reign with Christ. This is what both the apostles 

and Daniel taught.  In Daniel 7:18, we read: “But the saints of the Most High shall 

receive the kingdom, and possess the kingdom forever, even forever and ever.” And 

Daniel 7:26 - 27 says, “But the court shall sit in judgment, and his dominion shall be 

taken away, to be consumed and destroyed to the end. And the kingdom and the 

dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given 

to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom shall be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.”  

What will the reign of the saints with Christ look like and how will it work? I 

don’t know exactly.  But in 1 Cor 6, Paul said that the saints will judge both the 

world and angels. Revelation 20:6 says we will be priests of God, perhaps leading 

the nations in worship. I certainly think it is safe to say that the nations that remain 

on earth will be governed by saints who are placed over them by Christ. Jesus taught 

that His kingdom would consist of ranks (for lack of a better term). That is, not all of 



the saints will receive the same places of honor. Jesus told the mother of James and 

John that it is His Father’s prerogative to give the places of honor to His servants. 

Matthew 25 tells of a man who went away and entrusted his riches to his servants. 

The two servants who used his riches wisely were rewarded, but not with the same 

reward. One received more than the other.  This seems to say that, when Christ 

comes, the saints will reign with Him but with some in higher places than others. (I 

think I’ll be shining Billy Graham’s shoes.) However, it is important that we 

understand that ALL be satisfied! It is because of God’s amazing that we will be 

with Christ and reign with Him! 

In Revelation 20:7 - 10 we see the release of Satan to deceive the nations again.  

“And when the thousand years are ended, Satan will be released from his prison and 

will come out to deceive the nations that are at the four corners of the earth, Gog and 

Magog, to gather them for battle; their number is like the sand of the sea. And they 

marched up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints 

and the beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the 

devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the 

beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever 

and ever.” 

These verses speak of one of the great mysteries in the Bible. In fact, this passage 

alone has driven some people to be Amillennial or Post-millennial. They say that, in 

this era, Satan is being restrained from leading the world in opposition to Christ and 

His people. (Of course I must ask: What planet are they living on?)  Now, if Satan is 

being restrained in this current era, I can’t imagine what it would be like if he were 

unrestrained!  However, it IS hard for us to understand why Satan would be 

released again! Why He would be allowed to return to his original work of deceiving 

the nations of the earth, and leading them to rebel against Christ? 

I don’t have an unimpeachable answer, but I do have an answer. Remember that 

the releasing of Satan comes at the end of 1,000 years of the reign of Christ. So for 

1,000 years the earth has been a political, sociological, biological, and geophysical 

paradise. Many passages of scripture tell us of this time.  Isaiah 11:6 – 9 says, “The 

wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 

and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall lead 



them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the 

lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the 

cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not 

hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 

of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”  Isaiah 65:20 says, “No more shall there be 

in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, 

for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old 

shall be accursed.”  Zechariah 14:16 says, “And it shall come to pass that everyone 

who is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to 

year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.” 

Micah 4:1-4 says, “It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the 

house of the LORD shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and it shall 

be lifted up above the hills; and peoples shall flow to it, and many nations shall 

come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the 

God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. For 

out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He 

shall judge between many peoples, and shall decide for strong nations far away; and 

they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore; 

but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree, and no one shall 

make them afraid, for the mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.”  

These passages give us a taste of the Millennial Kingdom. At the end of that 1,000 

years, all of the inhabitants of the earth will have been living under the generous and 

gracious reign of King Jesus.  But remember that sin is still in their hearts!  If Adam 

and Eve joined in Satan’s rebellion against God with innocent hearts, what will 

happen in sinful hearts when Satan’s deception returns to the earth? This is why I 

think Satan will be released for a little while: To show that mankind is sinful and 

without remedy apart from the grace of eternal life. Revelation 20 tells us that the 

number of those who join this last rebellion will be like the grains of sand on a sea 

shore.  This is indeed unbelievable since they have been living under the gracious 

reign of Jesus.  



Revelation 20:9 - 10 tells us the outcome of this final rebellion. “And they marched 

up over the broad plain of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the 

beloved city, but fire came down from heaven and consumed them, and the devil 

who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast 

and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and 

ever.” Fire comes down from God and devours the rebels on earth. Then, finally, 

Satan and the demons who deceived the world are thrown into the lake of fire where 

the beast and the false prophet are.  That’s right where they belong because, in 

Matthew 25, Jesus said that the lake of fire was created for the devil and his angels.  

So that is where they will be for eternity. 

Revelation 20:11 – 15 tells of the final resurrection, the final judgment and the 

second death.  

 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the 

earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw 

the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And 

another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged 

according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea 

gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who 

were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. Then Death 

and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not 

found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.” 

This passage describes the last judgment that will occur on this earth.  It is 

decisive! It is final!  The first thing we see is the Judge.  Verse 11 says, "I saw a great 

white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled 

away. And there was found no place for them.”  The One who is on the throne is the 

same One who was on the throne in chapter 4.  His throne and His appearance were 

glorious!  And He was worshipped by the heavenly beings around the throne.  

The second thing we see is that this last and final judgment corresponds with 

God’s ‘un-creation’ of what He made in the beginning.  Verse 11 says “heaven and 

earth fled away from God’s face (presence) and no place was found for them.”  

Recall that the original creation was corrupted and fell under the curse.  And now, as 

Paul tells us in Romans 8, “all creation is groaning together awaiting the day when 



the sons of God will be revealed.”  Why? Because creation is corrupt and needs to be 

redeemed; it needs to be remade!  

Just like ruined sinners, the ruined creation cannot stand before the throne of 

judgment. Therefore, it will be destroyed in order to create a new heaven and new 

earth. It will be as Peter said in 2 Peter 3:10 – 13: “But the Day of the Lord will come 

as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and 

the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it 

will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner 

of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening 

the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being 

on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 

His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”  

The picture here is hard to imagine because there will be no more physical creation 

at the completion of the Day of the Lord.  It will be dissolved; it will burn up; it will 

melt.   Indeed, there will be nothing left! 

Alternatively, there are some theologians who do not see this as an un-creation. 

Rather, they think there will be a renovation of the present creation.  However, 

whether the heavens and the earth will be completely destroyed and rebuilt, or 

whether the present creation will be renovated, the new will not be the same as the 

old! 

Verse 13 tells us that God will be seated on His throne to judge. But who will be 

judged?  This verse says that the graves and the sea will be emptied of the dead who 

were in them.  Now it is very important to remember that this will be different from 

the first resurrection. The first resurrection is a blessed event as described in 

Revelation 20:6, which says, “Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first 

resurrection! Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of 

God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years.”   In the first 

resurrection, all of God’s people will come out of their graves with glorified and 

perfect bodies as Paul mentioned in his discourse on the resurrection in 1 

Corinthians 15.  He wrote, “What is sown is perishable; what is raised is 

imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is 



raised in power.”  This is the same resurrection of the righteous that is described by 

Paul when he said in 1 Thessalonians 4 that the dead in Christ will rise first.   

Revelation 21:4 also tells us that those raised up in the first resurrection will reign 

with Christ for 1,000 years.  So this first resurrection will be a blessed event. But the 

second resurrection will NOT be!  I have wondered if the wicked will arise with the 

deformities and maladies they had when they died. This seems likely, and if you 

think about it, this, in itself, would seem to be sufficient judgment in our eyes. But 

God is perfectly righteous and holy.  Therefore, His judgment of the wicked will be 

perfect and complete. 

How will the wicked will be judged in the second resurrection?  First, the books 

will be opened.  These are the books of accusation, which reveal the charges that will 

be read against them in God’s courtroom.  Of course, the books are symbolic since 

God doesn’t need to consult books in order to judge people.  But this is very clear: 

Everything that all sinners have ever done will be known by the Judge!  Their guilt is 

established by His perfect knowledge of their wicked deeds. 

As the wicked stand before God with their evil lives fully exposed, another book 

will be opened – the Book of Life.  The phrase “book of life” appears 8 times in the 

New Testament, once in Philippians 4, and the rest in the Book of Revelation. It is in 

the book of Revelation that we learn what this book of life is and when it was 

written.  Revelation 13:8 says, “And all who dwell on earth will worship it (the 

beast), everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the 

world in the Book of Life of the Lamb who was slain.”  The same language is used in 

verse 8 of chapter 17, which says, “The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will 

ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the 

earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the 

foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.”  

What then, is this book of the Lamb which is called the Book of Life?  It is the 

book that records all of those who are given life by Jesus.  In John 10, He said, “I 

know my sheep and call them by name.”  In that same chapter, He also said, “I give 

eternal life to them and they shall never perish.” Those to whom Jesus gives life are 

certain. They are known by Christ, and they are alive forevermore! 



When was the Book of Life written?”  Revelation 17:8 above says that it was 

written before the foundation of the world.  This means that God’s people have been 

known from eternity.  And what a beautiful thing this is! Christ knowing us from 

eternity is our protection. It is His grace toward us.  The fact is, if we had to stand 

before the throne of God and have all of our deeds exposed like the ones described 

in verse 12, we would be as guilty as they are!  But here is what makes the 

difference: God has known us as His people from eternity!  Let that sink in!   Indeed, 

our name has been recorded in the Book of Life from eternity!  But how can that be? 

It is because God is God!  He is not temporal; He is eternal! He is not responsive; He 

is determinative. Therefore, we could never NOT be God’s people.  We have been 

known by Him from eternity! 

The truth that we have been known by God from eternity raises the question then, 

“Are our names and our sins even in the first book, the one that has the names and 

deeds of the wicked?”  The answer to that is found in Colossians 2:13 – 14.  Speaking 

of the death of Christ, Paul wrote, “And you, who were dead in your trespasses and 

the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having 

forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 

with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”  This passage tells 

us that “the record of debt that stood against us and its legal demands” are the 

charges that WERE against us.  But God set them aside! He nailed our book of sin to 

the cross with His SON!   

This sounds like some of the promises that were given in the Old Testament.  In 

Isaiah 43:25 God speaks and says, “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for 

my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.”  In Psalm 103:12 was it said of 

God, “As far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions 

from us.”  So the wicked will stand before God and be judged by the books that 

condemn them.  But, as believers, our sins have been erased. They have been wiped 

out of the books.  Therefore, our names are ONLY in the Book of Life of the Lamb!   

Now let’s go back to the judgment before the throne of God. What happens to the 

wicked whose names are not in the Book of Life? Revelation 20:14 answers this 

question in this way: “Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is 

the second death.”  This verse speaks of the end of sin and sinners!  Paul spoke of 



this very day in 2 Thessalonians 1:9 – 10: “These shall be punished with everlasting 

destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, when He 

comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those 

who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.”  Regardless of what 

one may believe about the meaning of the lake of fire, this eternal hell is AWAY 

from the presence of God and His glory!  What an awful thought this is, not just 

because of the torment, but because of the utter abandonment by God.   

What we have seen, from scripture, is the end of the universe as we know it. 

Matter, energy, time, and flesh are obliterated!  And along with this is the end of sin, 

sinners, and fallen angels.  This is the first time, since the fall of Satan, that sin does 

not exist anywhere in the kingdom of God, and as we will see, it never will again!  

  



Revelation 21 - 22 - All Things New 

 

I love the Book of Revelation, not so much because of the prophetic elements, but  

because of the promises and hope for the Church, i.e., for the saints of God!  In fact, 

starting with verse 3 of chapter 1, this book is filled with encouragement for the 

Church.  This verse says, ‘Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this 

prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for 

the time is near. Who will be fully satisfied for eternity? Those who read it, who 

hear it and then who keep it.   

All through the Book of Revelation, we find points of encouragement. In the first 

three chapters, we saw the letters to seven churches - all of which received promises 

of victory.  These churches represent the Church in all of its local iterations.  

Therefore, the promises made to them are also made to us who comprise the Church 

today.  The victory we receive is not one we win, but one that has been won for us!  

Indeed, our victory is Christ, and to live in His victory is to live by trusting Him!  In 

1 John 5:4, John, the writer of the Book of Revelation, wrote, “This is the v ictory that 

overcomes the world - even our faith.”  This was also Paul’s testimony to the 

Galatians: “The life I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and 

gave himself for me.”  (Galatians 2:20)   

We are encouraged in that that, while the world is corrupt and the false church is 

falling away, we who comprise the true Church will be kept!   We will be saved!  We 

will overcome!  However, this victory is not in ourselves, it is by the power of Christ 

IN us and FOR us!  We will see even more of this victory as we come to the 

completion of all things in which God will consummate His blessing for His people.   

Here is a brief summary of events so far:  

1.  In the end, the saints of God will suffer greatly under the beast, which has 

always been present in the world.  It and Babylon are symbolic of the world and its 

rulers who are in opposition to God and His people.  However, in Matthew 24 Jesus 

said that, in the end, the tribulation they face will be such as has never been and 

never will be again. He called this the ‘Great Tribulation.’ Thankfully, He also said 

that God will shorten that time of suffering for the sake of the elect people.   



2.  The end will come when the age of the Church is complete. The gospel will 

have been preached to the whole world; and the suffering of the saints for the sake 

of that Gospel and our Savior is complete.  (See Matthew 24 and Revelation 6:9 - 11)    

3.  On the last day (the day of the Lord), Christ will appear and gather His saints.  

Revelation 7 tells us that a multitude that no one can number will appear before the 

throne of God.   

4. With God’s people delivered, His judgments will begin to fall on the earth.  This 

will continue until the last of the judgments where the kings and armies of the world 

are destroyed by Christ at Armageddon.   

6.  The Kingdom of Christ will be setup on the earth - a kingdom where He reigns 

over the whole earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.  Satan will be bound 

and Jesus will take the throne of David and reign with His saints for 1,000 years.   

7.  When the earthly reign of Christ is over, Satan will be released to deceive the 

nations for a little while.  Those mortals who have lived peacefully and abundantly, 

enjoying the glory and gladness of the Kingdom of Christ under the reign of Christ 

will join in Satan’s rebellion again.   

This brings us to chapters 21 and 22. I have combined these two chapters because 

they are so intertwined thematically. Instead of strict passage by passage comments, 

I have set these chapters into points that we can easily understand and rejoice in. 

For us who are believers, there will be the New Heaven and New Earth. 

In Revelation 21:1, we read: “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 

first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.”  Note 

that it says the first heaven and earth had passed away.  This is another clue that the 

old creation is utterly destroyed. To pass away means: it left; it departed; it is no 

more.  So when John wrote that the first heaven and earth had passed away, it 

means that they were no more. This aligns with what we have previously read in 2 

Peter 3:10 which says, “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 

heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and 

dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed.” I think it 

is also important to note that, in this verse, the word ‘heaven’ is not referring to the 

dwelling place of God.  Rather, the heaven that passes away refers to the visible 

heavens as Peter stated when he spoke about this event. So what passes away is the 



atmosphere, the planets, stars, etc.  And the passing away of the heavens and earth 

makes the way for something new – a New Heaven and a New Earth. 

Here is something so important for us to understand: Our eternal destiny is not as 

disembodied spirits sitting on clouds or floating around in ethereal nothingness.  

Also, our eternity it is not even in THE heaven as it exists today.  The saints, whose 

spirits are in heaven now, will come to dwell in resurrected, glorified bodies in the 

New Heaven and New Earth.  Incidentally, I once heard someone modify a song we 

know very well. It went like this: “Heaven’s not my home, I’ll just be passing 

through. My treasures are laid up in heav’n and earth made new.”  The author of 

this revised song was saying: Like Abraham, we are looking for the eternal City of 

God where our inheritance awaits us!  (See Hebrews 11.) 

It is also important to understand that this new creation is NOT like what we have 

now.   So note this: There are two Greek words that we translate as ‘new.’  The first 

word is ‘neos,’ which means new in relation to time. For example, If you buy a new 

car it is ‘neos’. You had a car before. Now you have a ‘neos’  car.  But the Greek word 

used here for “new heaven and new earth” is’ ‘kainos.’ ‘Kainos’ means qualitatively 

new. That is, this ‘new’ thing has never existed before.  So by using the word 

‘kainos’ (new), this verse is telling us that the New Heaven and New Earth have 

never existed before. They will not be what we have now, a rehashed heaven and 

earth. Some interpreters say that God will restore the fallen creation to its original 

state of perfection, purity and innocence.  But this is not what really happens.  What 

God brings forth after the destruction of this fallen creation is something that has 

never existed before. It’s better than the old! I can’t wait to see it!  It is as Peter said 

in 2 Peter 3:13: “Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens 

and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”  

Now, let’s note what Revelation 21:1 says concerning the sea. “There was no more 

sea.”  What are we supposed to make of this strange statement?  We can take it 

literally, but that doesn’t seem to make sense here. Why would we be concerned 

about whether or not the new earth had seas?  I think the word ‘sea’ refers to the 

Gentile nations.  Remember that, in chapter 13, the beast came up out of the sea, 

which we believe stands for the Gentile world. We also read in chapter 17 that the 

harlot sat upon many waters (i.e., ‘many seas’), which refers to the earth where she 



was perfectly comfortable.)  Here is my take on this: Since this passage is describing 

the blessedness of God’s people, the words ‘no more sea mean that only the people 

of God remain in the New Heaven and Earth and the Gentile/pagan nations (the sea) 

are no more. 

Those of us in Christ ARE the New Jerusalem. 

Revelation 21:2 - 27 says, “And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. 

He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with 

them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be 

no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 

former things have passed away. And he who was seated on the throne said, 

‘Behold, I am making all things new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this down, for these words 

are trustworthy and true.’ And he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the 

Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the 

water of life without payment. The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I 

will be his God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the 

detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, 

their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, which is the second 

death.’ Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven 

last plagues and spoke to me, saying, ‘Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of 

the Lamb.’ And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God, having 

the glory of God; its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. It 

had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the 

gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east 

three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three 

gates. And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve 

names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. And the one who spoke with me had a 

measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. The city lies 

foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 

12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. He also measured its wall, 



144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel’s measurement. The wall 

was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. The foundations of 

the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the 

second sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, the fifth onyx, the sixth 

carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth 

chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. And the twelve gates were 

twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was 

pure gold, like transparent glass. And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is 

the Lord God, the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon 

to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light 

will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, and its 

gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. They will bring 

into it the glory and the honor of the nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, 

nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those who are written in 

the Lamb’s book of life.”  

This description of the New Jerusalem is so fantastic that, if we take it literally, 

there is not be much to say about it, other than what it literally says. That is, it is 

made of jasper, with gates of pearls, with streets of gold, etc., etc., etc. Indeed, what 

more could we say about this if these are just descriptions of an actual physical 

city?  But will there actually be a city bearing these physical characteristics? Is this a 

real city OR is it a symbolic picture of saints in the new creation of God? I believe it 

is the latter. This is   That is, it is a symbolic description of the saints AS the City of 

God.  And we don’t have to presume this interpretation, because Revelation 21:9 – 

10 tells us exactly that. It says: “Then came one of the seven angels who had the 

seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, saying, ‘Come, I will 

show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb’” And he carried me away in the Spirit to 

a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God.”  Since the New Treatment teaches that the Church is the bride of 

Christ, the New Jerusalem IS the Bride of Christ, seen here as a city coming down 

from heaven.   The Bible does not confuse its metaphors.  

This interpretation makes sense because the Book of Revelation is ‘a tale of two 

cities’ as I said previously. One is called Babylon, but it is not an actual city because 



it sits on many waters, which stands for every nation, tongue, tribe and people.  That 

is, Babylon represents the wicked world.  The other city is the New Jerusalem.  In 

contrast to Babylon, it represents the Church, i.e., the saints, the Bride of Christ. This 

New Jerusalem is a picture, a symbol for the chosen, redeemed and glorified people 

of God who have been assembled as the City of God and are illuminated and given 

life from God’s throne.   

The next thing we see is the description of the New Jerusalem, which is made of 

jewels and precious stones and metals. Its size and shape are strange in that its 

width and height and depth are equal - each 12000 stadia (1,380miles).  That is, it is a 

cube, as wide as it is long as it is tall.  Some commentators think that this huge 

cubical city that one day is going to float from the sky and land on the earth with a 

thud. I can see the dust cloud now!  The walls of this city are 216 feet thick. A crystal 

river comes from the throne of God and runs through it.  And beside this river is the 

‘tree of life’ that yields its fruit every month. Also, there is no light source except for 

the glory of God and Christ because the sun, moon and stars are no more.  

Now if there will be no sun or no moon (and actually there is also no more time), 

how can trees give fruit each month when there are actually no months?  And 

besides that, why would we need to eat fruit or drink water to maintain eternal life 

when we already have eternal life?   

The Bible says that the people of God will inherit the whole earth, not just a 12,000 

stadia cubic structure that falls out to the sky to the earth.  So if this is not a physical 

city, what is it? I think that its description is both of the people of God and of the 

blessings and experiences that are theirs (ours) for eternity.  Understanding this 

helps us get through other parts of the description that just don’t seem to make 

sense.   

With that understanding how do we explain all of the things we have read about 

it?  The answers are as follows: 

  The beauty, glory and value of the city is a symbol for the beauty, glory   

and value of the saints.  The jewels and gold demonstrate that it is a glorious city 

– precious, radiant and perfectly reflecting the glory of God. They also describe the 

glorified Church!   We know they cannot be actual elements because Peter told us 



that the elements will melt and dissolve and will be no more. 

 

The construction of the city is symbolic for the Church, the ‘building’ of God.   

Remember that Jesus, Peter and Paul all spoke of the Church as God’s building.  

Peter was very specific when he said that each believer is a stone in God’s building.  

And when Paul described this building (the church), he explained that the apostles 

and prophets are its foundation, with Christ being its cornerstone. So notice how the 

foundation of New Jerusalem is described in Revelation 21:14: “Now the wall of the 

city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve apostles of 

the Lamb.”  This is symbolic of the fact that the New Jerusalem is built upon the 

foundation of the apostles.  This city includes the believers of Israel because it has 12 

gates made of pearls, each with a name of one of the twelve tribes of Israel.  That is, 

the foundation and gates signify all of the saints of all of the ages, which is the 

Church founded upon Christ and His apostles, with the believers of Israel included.  

 

  The shape of the city pictures the Holy God in the presence of His people.    

  Verse 16 of chapter 21 tells us that the New Jerusalem is a 12,000-stadia-cubed-

city. This is important because there is only one other cubical structure in the Bible.  

That is the Holy of Holies in the Tabernacle or Temple, which is where God’s glory 

dwelt among His people. Therefore, the cubed city, called the New Jerusalem, 

symbolizes that the Church is the dwelling place of God. He will be forever with 

ALL of His people as Revelation 21:3 tells us. “And I heard a loud voice from heaven 

saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 

and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God.” 

 

The walls of the city represent the eternal protection of God’s people.   We read 

that there is a wall around the city.  Is the wall supposed to keep outsiders from 

entering the city? Does it keep God’s people inside? Neither! We know there is 

nothing outside the city that can come in to harm God’s people.  And to further that 

point, verse 25 says, “The gates will not be shut in the day, and there is no night.” So 

why does it have walls and gates? Walls symbolize security and safety, and the gates 

are always open because there is nothing outside that threatens God’s people. God’s 



people are safe, with nothing to fear for all eternity. 

 

The inhabitants of the city are illuminated by God Himself.  Revelation 21:23 

says, “And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.”  Those who interpret this literally say that 

the physical city is illuminated by the glory of God the Father and the Son.  I 

wouldn’t have a problem with that interpretation since God is light.  But since the 

city IS God’s people (US), I think this illumination by God actually refers to the glory 

of God that is shared with the saints.  Indeed, we ARE the city of God, illuminated 

by the glory of God that we share WITH Christ.  Thus, we shine as the City of God! 

 

The city of God is eternally whole, happy and alive.  Chapter 22 tells us that 

there is an absence of the things that troubled us in this earth – things such as death, 

sickness, and sorrow. In the New Heaven and the New Earth, all of the troubles and 

grief of this fallen creation are taken away. There is only happiness and wholeness! 

And the city is alive! Verses 1 – 2 say, “Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the 

tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the nations.”  It is clear that the trees, fruit, river and 

water are symbolic. Here’s why: We have eternal life NOW. Remember that Jesus 

said: The one who believes in me HAS eternal life.  Nothing else is required.  

Believers have eternal life now!  So fruit is not needed now or then because we have 

eternal life. We have already drunk of the water of life Christ gives. So the fruits of 

the tree of life and the live-giving water is symbolic of the gift of life that we have 

received and will enjoy forever. 

  

The phrase ‘The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations’ speaks to the 

fact that those who once belonged to the nations of the former world (Babylon) have 

now been made whole in Christ. And the curse that was upon the whole former 

earth is now no more! Revelation 22:3 – 5, says, “No longer will there be anything 

accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 



worship him. They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. And 

night will be no more. They will need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will 

be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.” 

 

the city enjoys fellowship with God forever.  Revelation 21:22 tells us that there 

is no temple in the city because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb ARE its 

temple.  In the old earth, God dwelt among men in a temple - specifically in the 

sanctuary of the temple (Greek: naos), the holiest place of the temple.  But in the new 

earth, God is the temple (naos) Himself.  That is, there will no longer need to be a 

structure - a temple or tabernacle - for God to dwell among men. As it says in 

Revelation 21:3, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 

them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their 

God.”  God the Father, the Son and the Spirit will be among men in full glory - 

unhoused, un-separated, unshielded. We will see God and be with Him 

forevermore. 

3. The Epilogue of the Book of Revelation 

An epilogue is the end matter.  It draws conclusions based on what has already 

been written.  There are four conclusions I want us to see in the epilogue of the Book 

of Revelation.  

Revelation 22:6 - 7 tells us that the words of this book are true and those who 

receive and believe them are blessed. “And he said to me, ‘These words are 

trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent 

his angel to show his servants what must soon take place. And behold, I am coming 

soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.’”  This is 

the same blessing that was given in the prologue in Revelation 1.  These two 

references to God’s blessings, at the beginning and the end of the Book of 

Revelation, indicate that this is a serious matter for the Church.  It tells us that there 

are things to hear, obey and hold in our hearts as we wait for the coming of Christ.  

 

Revelation 22:8 - 10 tells us that this book is to be read and kept now.  “I, John, 

am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell 

down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, but he said to me, 



‘You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the 

prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.’ And he 

said to me, ‘Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is 

near.’” The interaction between John and the angel is self-explanatory. But the last 

phrase of this passage is very important. When Daniel asked to know the outcome of 

what he had prophesied, he was told that the words were sealed and shut up until 

the time of the end. But when John wrote the Book of Revelation He was told it was 

and is for now. It is for now because, on God’s time table, the time IS near 

(Remember chapter 1.) 

 

Revelation 22:11 – 15 tells us that there are consequences for both the righteous 

and the wicked.  “Let the evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the 

righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy. Behold, I am coming soon, 

bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end. Blessed are 

those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and 

that they may enter the city by the gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the 

sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and 

practices falsehood.”  

 

Verse 11 almost sounds flippant regarding the state of men. But it makes perfect 

sense because there are unjust and filthy people in the world. There are also those 

who are righteous (by faith) and holy to the Lord (saints).  So what we see here is, on 

the Day of the Lord, when Jesus appears, the fates of both the wicked and the 

righteous will be fixed for all of eternity!  Verse 12 above says Christ is coming with 

His reward for His people. He is also coming to pass judgment on the world. So 

when He returns those who are righteous and holy will be rewarded and receive all 

of the benefits of eternal life.  But the wicked will be cast out (outside) and they will 

be forever known as unrighteous and filthy. They will be cast away from the 

presence of God’s glory as Paul wrote to the Thessalonians. 

 



Revelation 22:16 - 17 tells us that there is an invitation offered through this book, 

which makes the invitation of the gospel all the more urgent.  This passage says, “I, 

Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root 

and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star. And the Spirit and the 

bride say, ‘Come!’ And let him who hears say, ‘Come!’ And let him who thirsts 

come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.”  Isn’t this a fitting end 

for this book? Think about it! Are you afraid of what you have read? Then come to 

Christ!  Are you encouraged by what this book says about the saints and you desire 

the same thing for yourself? Then come to Christ! This is the invitation of the One 

who is both King (David’s offspring) and the Radiance of God’s Glory (Bright and 

Morning Star.) 

 

Revelation 22:18 - 19 designates this book as the Word of God.  “For I testify to 

everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these 

things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; and if anyone 

takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his 

part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written 

in this book.”  Teaching through the Book of Revelation is an awesome experience, 

and it should be because this is the only book of the Bible that carries a direct 

warning to those who teach it.  This passage tells us that it stands as written. There’s 

nothing to add to it!  Nothing can be taken away from it! 

 

Revelation 22: 20 is a signature and a promise.  “He who testifies to these things 

says, ‘Surely, I am coming quickly.’” Jesus is the One who testifies to these things.  

They are HIS words. They are His last words.  By saying, “Surely I am coming 

quickly,” He is telling us that the day is near! 

   

John’s ‘Amen’ to the promise of Jesus is our highest prayer!  “Amen. Even so, 

come, Lord Jesus!” What makes this our highest prayer? It is this:  

 

To pray for the coming of Christ demonstrates that we have renounced the world 

and all that is in it and we have done so because we want the new world not this 



current world.   

 

To pray for the coming of Christ shows our true hope. We want HIS reward, not the 

trifles of this world.   

 

To pray for the coming of Jesus shows our complete trust in Him. We are trusting 

that His judgment is just - both for those who are cast away and for those whose 

names are written in His book.  

 

To pray for the coming of Christ shows our love for the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit. We long to live in their presence - in the presence of our God for eternity!   

 

Even so, Come Lord Jesus! 

 

 

The End 
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